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Homes plan: ^odds 
against Colwinston’ 


REDROW’S application to build 62 
houses has led residents in Colwinston to 
form an opposition group, but they feel 
out-gunned against the resources open to 
a major housebuilder 

They also feel that rules about how councillors 
must behave when sitting on a planning committee 
are working against them. 

Spokesman Gareth Jones said: “Our local elected 
councillor on the Vale Council is on the planning 
committee that will consider this application. 

“As this committee has a quasi-judicial function, 
the councillor concerned is not able to assist or 
discuss this application with us at all. 

“We are effectively as a community unable to 
refer this matter to our elected representative. This 
cannot be democratic. 

“We are aware that Redrow are employing highly 
paid consultants to advise them on this. We, as a 
small village, do not have the resources to employ 
such consultants, and so we are disadvantaged from 
an expertise point of view”. 

Terry Morgan, also a Colwinston resident, said 
that he was concerned that delays in formalising the 
Local Development Plan (LDP) would also count 
against the villagers. 

He said: “With the new plan unlikely to be 
finalised for a year or two following the appeal 
process, there appears to be open season for 
planning applications, with little or no right of 
appeal to decisions of the Vale Council”. 

He said that it seemed the villagers had no right 
of appeal to the Welsh Planning Inspectorate, or to 
the Welsh Government, whereas developers did 
have that possibility. 

He said he regarded the proposal as “totally 
inappropriate” as 62 houses represented a 40 per 
cent increase in homes and population in a small 
conservation village. 

He warned that another proposal, to build a larger 
housing site on adjacent and larger agricultural land 
would “virtually double the size of the village and 
destroy the character and integrity of a small and 
quiet rural community”. 

He also claimed that the community council and 
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villagers have had difficulty in engaging a local and 
independent planning consultant, because of a 
conflict of interest, as most of them have previously 
worked for or are working for Redrow. 

Mr Morgan added that villagers had identified a 
number of issues that the planning application had 
failed to address. These included that “utility 
services are at capacity and drainage and sewerage 
are failing, with reduced water pressure in the 
summer months”. 

He added that Welsh Water had told villagers that 
any further development would require major 
improvements to the existing water supply and 
sewerage. 

Another issue was that although a percentage of 
the houses would be “affordable” there was no bus 
service in the village to support families living there. 


No news yet 
on post office 

AS announced last month, the post office 
in the Spar store in High Street closed on 
Tuesday (April 22). 

The following day, the Spar store ceased trading, 
and now the focus in the town will switch to two 
questions - where a new post office might be 
located, and who will be the new occupants at the 
Spar. 

At the time of the closure announcement, a Post 
Office spokesman said that it would be a temporary 
closure, and that a new base for the post office was 
being sought. 

Vale MP Alun Cairns said he had spoken to a 
number of local businesses and was hopeful that a 
new home could be found. 

The GEM contacted the Post Office and asked if 
there was any news, but at the time of going to press, 
we had received no response. 


Royal reception for women’s 
entrepreneurship advocate 

Cowbridge woman shocked 
by summons to the Palace! 


AN inspirational Cowbridge woman, who 
has helped hundreds of women in Wales 
to start their own businesses and 
progress in their careers, has been 
honoured by the Queen for promoting 
enterprise. 

Christine Atkinson, Deputy Director of the 
Centre for Enterprise and Head of the Women’s 
Entrepreneurship Hub at the University of 
South Wales, will receive the prestigious Queen’s 
Award for Enterprise Promotion 2014 at 
Buckingham Palace in July. 

It recognises individuals who have played an 
outstanding and significant role in promoting 
enterprise skills and attitudes in others across 
the UK. 

Christine, who joined the university in 1999, 
is dedicated to promoting enterprise and career 
progression for women, including the creation of 
the Women’s Entrepreneurship Hub in 2008, 
which has been involved in projects in Wales, 
the UK and across Europe. 

She is currently heading-up the WAVE - 
Women Adding Value to the Economy - project 
on gender pay gaps in employment and self 
employment in Wales and established the Vale 
Women’s Business Network 11 years ago. 

Christine said: “I was truly shocked when I 
received notification of my nomination for the 
Queen’s Award and am honoured to be 
recognised for my work. 

“I am passionate about helping women push 
through gender and stereotype barriers in their 
work and feel that entrepreneurship in 
particular can often be an excellent career path 
for women.” 

She was nominated for the award by Janet 
Scicluna, a Cardiff-based business mentor, who 
has worked in the same field for more than 25 
years. 
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ABOVE: Christine Atkinson. 



Large Wedding 
Exhibition 

This Sunday 27th April at 

The Vale Resort, 
Hensol 

llam-4pm • £2 admission 



• Over 80 exhibitors over five rooms 
• Welcome bag courtesy of 
Debenhams for first 250 brides 
• Fantastic competitions 
• Bridal sales room 

• Hensol Castle Wedding Showcase Tours 
available from The Vale on the day 


For details visit our website: 

ww. eternitywithlove. co. uk 
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‘Sainsbury’s will 
suck the heart 
out of the town’ 


W ITH 

reference 
to the 

article ‘Sainsbury’s 
to move on 
Llanmaes’ (The 
GEM, April 10), the 
article states that 
^elements of 
Planning Policy 
Wales require a 
store to be built as 
part of the town 
centred 
Not only is the 
proposed site nowhere 
near the town centre, it 
is not even in the town! 

It is in the village of 
Llanmaes. 

The article also states 
that Sainsbury’s say their 
store will ‘add to the 
town centre’. 

Clearly people are not 
going to drive to 
Sainsbury’s to shop and 


then drive to Llantwit 
town centre for more 
shopping! Surely it can 
only suck the heart out 
of the town. 

Sainsbury’s says that 
“a significant majority” 
of Llantwit residents 
support the proposed 
store. 

I would be very 
surprised if this was the 
case, and believe their 
consultations were 
heavily biased to get the 
result they wanted. 

Do the people of 
Llantwit Major realise 
they are going to be 
living in a ghost town? 

If so, I would encourage 
them to fight this 
proposal by immediately 
emailing 

LDP@valeofglamorgan. 
gov.uk with their 
objection, quoting 
reference ASN 88. 

Laura McGreevy, 
Llanmaes. 


‘Be careful what 
you wish for!’ 


Y our 

celebration of 
the history 
and current 
commercial 
renaissance of the 
town of Llantwit 
Major is both timely 
and apposite (The 
GEM, April 17). 

Those tempted by the 
siren song of Sainsbury’s 
plans for a megastore in 
nearby Llanmaes and the 
prospect of endless 
BOGOF deals on tins of 
novelty biscuits, should 
be very careful what 
they wish for. 

The presence of a 
large retailer on the edge 
of Llantwit is likely to 
leach customers and 
cash from a town centre 
that is currently making 
a brave recovery from 
the recent recession. 
Privately-owned 


businesses tend to 
rapidly recycle their 
profits within the local 
community: Sainsbury’s 
profits go to city slickers 
in London. 

Footfall in the centre 
of Llantwit will slump; 
the banks will close and 
we will be left with 
shuttered shops and just 
the odd discarded betting 
slip blowing in the wind. 
And all for what? 

Two hundred mostly 
part-time jobs are 
promised - zero-hours 
contracts perhaps and no 
guarantee they will be 
filled by citizens of 
Llantwit Major. Fair 
exchange for a town 
centre that will end up 
looking like the middle 
of Corby, circa 1982? 

The promised cheap 
food could work out 
very expensive! 

Richard Simpson, 
Llanmaes. 


‘Who could ask for 
more at 100?’ 


1 WOULD like to take the opportunity 
of thanking my family and friends 
who helped to make my 100th 
birthday celebrations a day to remember. 

Instead of gifts, I had a ‘charity box’ for Wales 
Air Ambulance and Help for Heroes, which raised 
the sum of £260. 

My room looks like a florist with so many 
flowers. Who could ask for more? 

Ivy Heveron, 

Rhoose. 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 



PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446) 710096 


Readers’ Letters 

Please keep your letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, 
Don John, at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, 
Coirahricige CFTl 7EL or email gemeditorial@tm^enews.co.uk 

IMPORTiCNT: We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 

Letters and e-mails MOST include AiIZ address and a contact telephone number. An email address 
alone is not sufficient! We wiU (in certain circumstances) protect a writer’s identity, if requested. 


Darren Farm plan ‘threat 
to historic Vale landscape’ 


Y our front page article in The 
GEM on April 3, clearly showed 
the huge amended expansion of 
the proposed Darren Farm LDP 
development site allocation (over double 
the original area). 

This proposal would be an even greater intrusion 
of development into the open countryside, onto a 
productive farm on a greenfield site in the council- 
designated Upper Thaw Valley special landscape 
area and the setting of Llanblethian hill fort 
(CADW scheduled ancient monument). 

The site amendments ASA 5 and ASA 11 not only 
take up the present dairy pasture of Darren Farm, but 
also extend to the east over the present farmhouse, 
cowsheds, milking parlour and other farm facilities, 
which would remove from the farming tenant all 
possibility of living or farming on the site. 


The proposed relocated link road to take heavy 
goods traffic within 160m of 12th century 
Llanfrynach church would destroy its present 
peaceful tranquility. 

This proposed expanded site development 
allocation (like the original), is in total conflict with 
the 2003 public inquiry Inspector’s report 
recommending that this historic landscape is 
preserved and not developed; ratified by the Welsh 
Assembly. 

Those readers wishing to comment on this 
proposed site expansion can do so before May 1 on 
the council comment form, obtainable on the 
alternative sites consultation page of the VOG 
website, or by letter. 

Chris Pearce, 

(Coordinator, Cowbridge and 
Llanblethian Residents’ Group) 
www.savedarrenfarm.co.uk. 


Homes: 'Look to bigger picture' 


W HAT I don’t 

understand about 
the current draft 
LDP is the Vale Council’s 
willingness to build a large 
development of houses in a 
special landscape area - 
for example, with the St 
Athan Road candidate 
site - which will have an 
irreversible detrimental 
impact on the landscape 
setting of Cowbridge... 

Then, however, be so rigid in 
their reluctance to consider the 
redevelopment of The Second 
World War airbase at Llandow, 
which is desperately in need of 
new life. 

Llandow Newydd has been put 
forward as an alternative site (not 


by the council) and I strongly 
urge Vale residents to back this 
alternative site and complete the 
council’s LDP alternative site 
representation form, which you 
can do online and only takes a 
few mi nutes. 

To build Llandow Newydd 
would certainly require a long¬ 
term strategy and vision, but 
surely this is what this LDP 
process is all about? 

If done properly, this scheme 
would provide new homes, a relief 
road for Llyswomey, new primary 
school and even a train stop. 

This option, to me, makes far 
more sense than adding 
developments onto existing towns 
and villages which would spoil 
the landscape of these areas - 
such as in Cowbridge - and put 
even more pressure on existing 
services, schools and 


infrastructure. 

Has the LDP team completed a 
traffic survey in Cowbridge at 
peak times? For example, the 
roads leading up to the traffic 
light junction at Eastgate and St 
Athan Road would certainly not 
be able to cope with a possible 
extra 200 cars as well as other 
vital services in Cowbridge. 

Please can the Vale Council 
look at the bigger picture and listen 
to existing residents when we say 
that schools and infrastructure 
could not cope if extra housing 
developments are added. 

Building in existing 
communities may be the simpler 
and cheaper option, but that 
doesn’t make it the better one for 
the Vale as a whole. The Llandow 
Newydd scheme should be fully 
reconsidered. 

Neil Brewer, Llanblethian. 


‘Build on Picking up bill 

Llandow’ for fiscal powers 


I S it not glaringly obvious that if all 
the planned new houses really will be 
needed (and that looks like a big if), 
rather than digging up good agricultural 
land in villages all over the Vale, they 
should go into a new garden town on 
Llandow airfield, with a new Llyswomey 
bypass as an access road? 

If the official policy is to extend existing 
settlements, then that policy should be changed - at 
least in this case where there is a ready made, large, 
convenient and mostly brownfield site available. 

R Bradshaw, 

Cowbridge. 

PARKINSON’S 
GROUP SAYS 
‘THANK YOU’ 

T he Parkinson’s Coffee Morning 
held at All Saints Lesser Hall, 
Penarth, on Saturday, April 12 
raised £660. 

Thank you to everyone who supported us. 

Special thanks to Brynawel Garden Centre, 

Cloggs Shoes, Frangoulis Dance wear, Lana 
Beautique, Ivor Owen Chemist, Starbucks, 
Thompsson Butchers, Wood Street Post Office 
and Williams Bakery. 

Mary Thomas, Penarth 
(All Saints work party). 


I N The GEM 
(April 10), 
Jane Hutt AM 
says the new fiscal 
powers under 
Labour will 
provide new 
prospects for the 
Vale as part of the 
reviving economy. 

’ Ah, so even Welsh 
Labour agree that the 
Conservative fiscal 
policies are working 
and helping to create 
jobs in Wales! 

These new fiscal 
powers will allow the 
Welsh Government to 
borrow yet more 
money. 

Let’s hope Labour 
will not squander it on 
yet more white 
elephants, unaudited 
projects and handouts 
to areas that seem 
happy to vote Labour 
in return for benefits 
rather than jobs. 

Needless to say, we 
the taxpayers, will 


eventually pick up the 
bill for these new 
fiscal powers, by way 
of yet more tax rises. 

Jane also mentioned 
Labour success with 
unemployment. 

The Genesis 2 
Cymru Labour 
programme cost £36 
million in public and 
EU funding before it 
was ended 
prematurely. 

It was meant to get 
20,000 people into 
work on minimum 
wage, 16-hour a week 
jobs. It ultimately got 
just over 800 into 
work. 

Yes, Wales has 
many skilled workers; 
however, many of 
them cannot afford to 
accept the lower-paid 
Welsh jobs, so they 
commute to England 
where pay is up to 100 
per cent more than in 
Wales. 

Gordon Wilkie, 
Llantwit Major 
(Conservative). 


‘Darren Farm: 
back alternative’ 


1 WONDER how many readers 

recognised the organised theme in last 
week’s GEM letters as anti-Darren 
Farm objectors. 

It included one from Cowbridge History Society 
that endeavoured to mislead by saying nobody is in 
support of the housing, when surprisingly only six 
months ago, the same person openly stated in a 
GEM letter that Cowbridge benefited and moved 
forward when the majority of housing previously 
took place. 

Then another hoodwink was saying it can only 
increase traffic through the town while any lay 
person making even the most basic monitoring of 
traffic entering the town from Primrose Hill, will 
find most travelling through and up Llantwit Major 
Road. 

Another letter provides the pretence that services 
are the norm at Llanfrynach Church, which is 
patently not true, as approximately two occur per 
year. This person wishes to deep freeze the church 
for perpetuity which I feel is sad, as this church 
would benefit from a congregation. A church is not 
a building, it is a place of Christ, Christianity and 
peacemaking. 

What is most interesting in the letters’ subject 
matter is the idea of moving traffic through 
Llyswomey with a potential bypass, instead of past 
Darren Farm - as it’s not commonly known this has 
been applied for by the same objectors. 

However, the benefits of reduced traffic and the 
importance of housing are obvious in giving an 
opportunity for many young people, and those that 
cannot afford local rental costs, let alone purchase. 

If you support these people, please contact the 
Vale Council Planning Department before May 1 
and register your support for the alternative 
proposal for Darren Farm. 

Gwyneth Squire, 

Cowbridge. 

‘Consultation 
is meaningless’ 


1 REFER to an 
article in The 
GEM describing 
MP Alun Cairns’ 
account of his 
meeting with 
Sainsbury’s where 
they claimed a 
“significant 
majority” 
supported the 
development. 

I attended the first 
Sainsbury’s 

‘consultation’ meeting in 
Llanmaes on March 20. 

I questioned the 
Sainsbury’s 
representative on a 
number of issues - but 
specifically on this: 

“If 100 per cent of the 
attendees at these 
meetings say a 
resounding ‘NO’to 
Sainsbury’s coming to 
Llanmaes, would they 


still go ahead with the 
planning application?” 

Answer - “Yes - they 
will still go ahead with 
the planning 
application.” 

In light of this 
revelation,what is the 
purpose of the 
consultation? 

It is meaningless. 
Sainsbury’s have already 
made up their minds. 

Our only hope is that 
whoever is responsible 
for accepting or rejecting 
the planning proposal, 
has the intelligence to 
realise that this will be a 
disaster for the mral 
Vale. 

Llanmaes is a 
beautiful, peaceful 
village that is enjoyed by 
all, residents and visitors 
alike. Let’s pray it 
remains so. 

Mrs Helen Emerson, 
Llanmaes. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL MAY 1) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

24 Thur 

02.18 

8.1 

15.02 

8.0 

25 Fri 

03.44 

8.5 

16.16 

8.5 

26 Sat 

04.48 

9.0 

17.17 

9.2 

27 Sun 

05.41 

9.4 

18.07 

9.5 

28 Mon 

06.26 

9.8 

18.52 

9.9 

29 Tues 

07.11 

10.1 

19.34 

10.1 

sowed 

07.56 

10.0 

20.12 

9.9 

01 Thur 

08.34 

9.7 

20.49 

9.7 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 


E-Mail Contacts: gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk • gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk • Tel 01446 774484 
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THE BEAVERS AND TOWN’S OLD HALL GARDENS VOLUNTEERS GET TOGETHER 

Cowbridge opens its first 5-star hotel.../br bugs! 


DURING the spring term, 
the Cowbridge Beavers 
linked up with the 
Cowbridge Old Hall 
Gardens Volunteer Group. 

As part of their Environmental 
Partnership Badge, the Beavers 
chose the objective of helping the 
volunteers to promote wildlife in 
the gardens. 

In March, the Beaver Colony 
visited the gardens for the first 
time and volunteer Richard 
Browning talked to them about the 
work done to date, showing them 
the bird boxes and feeders, the log 
piles for insects and frogs, and the 
hedgehog hideouts. 

Then the Beavers helped plant 
over 100 new snowdrop bulbs 
which will provide early spring 
interest for the garden’s wildlife 
and human visitors in years to 
come. 

Undeterred by persistent 
drizzle, the Beaver’s returned two 
weeks ago to build a bug hotel. In 
natural habitats there are endless 
nooks and crannies where mini¬ 
beasts can shelter. Crevices in 
bark, holes in dead wood, piles of 
fallen leaves, gaps between rocks, 
hollow plant stems, spaces in dead 
logs - all these can provide a 
home for the myriad small 
creatures that need somewhere to 


nest or to escape from predators or 
bad weather. Established gardens 
can also provide lots of hiding 
places, but gardeners often like to 
tidy away the debris where 
invertebrates might live. This is 
where a bug hotel comes in. 

The best bug hotels have small 
spaces in different shapes and 
sizes and are made from different 
materials. And the new Cowbridge 
Bug Hotel offers these 5-star 
facilities. Constructed from pallets 
in a sheltered spot behind the 
library, it is designed with 
different layers, dry and damp, to 
attract a variety of guests. 

Most of the materials were 
collected by the children 
themselves, but when the Beaver 
Leaders found themselves in need 
of some air bricks at short notice 
they turned to Taylor Wimpey. 
The Scholar’s View site manager 
seemed initially bemused by the 
request, but kindly offered them 
all the bricks they needed. 

Later he visited the site as it 
was cleared in preparation for the 
building; diplomatically any 
doubts he may have had about the 
Beaver Leaders’ groundwork 
skills he kept to himself. 

The Bug Hotel should attract a 
wide variety of invertebrates 
including nesting mason bees and 
leaf cutter bees, woodlice hiding 


from the sun - and woodlice 
spiders hunting woodlice, earwigs 
hiding their babies from predators, 
ladybirds and lacewings 
hibernating over winter, beetle 
larvae feeding on the dead wood, 
funnel web spiders spinning their 
traps and centipedes hunting down 
their prey, and it is hoped the 
damp bottom layer will offer all 
the creature comforts a discerning 
frog could wish for. 

As the Beavers worked on the 
construction, some enjoying their 
first chance to use a drill (carefully 
supervised). Old Hall Garden 
volunteers Rob and Linda Nottage 
took small groups to view the ‘bug 
mats’ dotted around the gardens 
which when lifted demonstrate the 
diversity of insects already present 
in the gardens. 

Continuing the successful 
partnership, after Easter, the 
Beavers’ next project will be 
germinating sunflower seeds and 
then planting them out to attract 
butterflies and bees and provide a 
valuable food source for birds in 
late autumn and winter. 

The Beavers hope that anyone 
visiting the library will pop 
around to the hotel to see who has 
checked in, but please don’t touch 
- the bugs need their beauty sleep 
too\ 

ELUNED MORAN 


^ Counting down to the ^ 

end of my year in office 


I AM approaching the 
end of my term as Mayor, 
but I still have a few 
events to tell you about; 
on April 4 my consort and 
I went to Barry to 
support the Mayor’s 
charities Ty Hapus and 
The Jam. 

It was a Hollywood night of 
glitz and glamour and it 
certainly lived up to that. My 
congratulations to the Mayor on 
organising a brilliant evening 
and I’m sure a lot of money was 
raised for her charities. 

On Thursday, April 10, we 
went to Barry again - this time 
it was to join in celebrations for 
the fifth birthday of Bro Radio, 
a local radio station that serves 
Barry and some other areas of 
the Vale. Unfortunately, it does 
not have enough power to reach 
us in Cowbridge, but hopes to 
be able to broadcast to us before 
too long. I was surprised to hear 
how much voluntary work they 
do and how much publicity they 
provide for charitable functions. 

They attend and report on 
happenings in Barry and Penarth 
and take young talent with them 
to provide entertainment. It was 
si^resting to see how many 


COWBRIDGE 

MAYOR’S 


DIARY 



by Coun 
GwenBaty 


young people were involved and 
what media skills they have 
acquired. 

Saturday, April 12 was one of 
the highlights of my year when 
we attended a performance of 
Messiah at the Bradenstoke Hall 
in St Donats castle. 

It was an inspirational 
experience. The choir were 
superb and the small orchestra 
were excellent! The young 
professional solo artists were 


brilliant! I have always loved 
Messiah since we produced it at 
school on many occasions so all 
the words came flooding back. 

The next morning I went 
down to the Town Hall to make 
coffee for the Rotarian-organised 
charity walk. People walked for 
various charities. They were so 
lucky with the weather and the 
walkers, when they returned 
tired, were full of praise for the 
wonderful area in which we live. 

On Saturday May 3,1 am 
having my last charity coffee 
morning in the Mayor’s parlour. 
Please come if you are in town! 
We have good home-made 
cakes. All proceeds for my 
charities Marie Curie and the 
Macmillan nurses. 

Then on May 17 it is my final 
event - my dinner dance. 

Next Sunday, April 27 our 
Welsh primary school, Ysgol 
lolo Morgannwg, are singing on 
BBC’s Songs of Praise. Over a 
hundred schools from all over 
Britain entered a competition to 
find the best school choir. 

The six semi-finalists are 
broadcasting that day. What an 
honour for our small school to 
be one of them. 

Listen to see how far they get, 
if you are able! _ / 


The dye is cast as 
James gets the 
blues for charity! 


Y BONT FAEN pupil 
James Moran certainly 
wasn^t sad when he had 
a severe case of the blues 
recently. 

As a Beaver, James had 
helped raised money for Water 
Aid in the past, but when he 
saw one of the charity^s TV 
ads before Christmas, he was 
inspired to find a way of 
raising further funds. 

A spokesperson explained: 
‘^His idea was to dye his hair 


for charity, and following the 
watery theme he offered 
sponsors the opportunity to 
vote for which colour they 
thought his hair should be - 
blue or green. 

‘^Then for the last day of 
term, and having raised an 
impressive £79, James came 
to school sporting very vivid 
blue hair. 

‘‘On behalf of Water Aid, 
James would like to thank 
everyone in Cowbridge who 
sponsored him. Diolch!^^ 


r A 



JAMES MORAN. 




Primrose Hill 
housing appeal 
will go ahead 


THE developers 
behind the proposal 
to build houses on 
Primrose Hill have 
confirmed that they 
are appealing to 
the Welsh 
Government. 

United Welsh 
Housing Association 
and Charles Church 
Developments have 
cited the Vale 
Council’s non¬ 
determination of the 
existing planning 
application as the 
reason for the appeal. 

The matter will now 


go to a public inquiry, 
although a date for 
this has not yet been 
set. 

Cowbridge residents 
wishing to submit 
comments to the 
inquiry need to do so 
by May 16, and 
comments can be made 
online via 

www.planningportal.go 

v.uk. 

However, the 
inquiry notification 
letter says that 
comments that have 
already been submitted 
will be taken into 
account by the 
planning inspector. 


I want your predoved top quality 

Watches & 

UNWANTED JEWELLERY. 

Best prices paid, call in for 
a free valuation. 

Visit us at 

40 High Street, Cowbridge, 
CF71 TAG 
or call 01446 776489 


IRC 
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www.shampan. org. net 


Welcome To 


C^i 


Award Winning 
Bangladeshi 
Indian Cuisine 


<in^ 


finipan^ 


Early 

Bird 

Specials 

4 Course 
Meal only 
£8.50 per 
person 



Available every week - Mon, Tues, Weds & Thurs 
5.30-7.00pm. Offer includes FREE glass of house 
wine/soft drink, dine in only. 


NEW Sunday Banquet 


Choice, Starter, Mains plus 4 other items ONLY £8.50. 
Children (up to 10) £4.95 

Wednesday 
all evening 

4 Course Meal £9.95 
5.30pm-11pm 

Our MEAL DEAL 
SPECIALS are 
too good to miss! 



We recommend you book in advance 
for dining in and outside catering 

70 Eastgate, Cowbridge • 
01446 771682/774590 


NOW OPEN: Monday - Saturday 12 noon-2.30pm; 
Sunday Banquet 12 noon - I I pm 

Open 7 days a week 5.30-I 2.00pnn 
including Bank Holidays 
*** Food Hygiene - Scores on the doors 
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Y Bont Faen pupils show off their bonnets! 



JUST before the Easter 
break, pupils at Y Bont Faen 
Primary in Cowbridge came 
to school to show off their 
Easter bonnets. 

They stepped out on the 
‘catwalk’, watched by more than 
200 family and friends. 

The parents were on show too, 
as they put together an array of 
stalls to show off their baking 
skills, with some amazing cakes on 
display. PTA chair Victoria Barker 


said: “This event was the first of its 
kind run at the school by the PTA, 
and it was such a delight to work 
on. 

“The way in which parents, 
teachers and event sponsors Tesco 
and Caffe Nero joined forces, was 
key to its success.” 

Following the Easter parade, it 
was time to head to Twt Parc 
bridge to watch around 280 rubber 
ducks make their way down the 
river in the annual duck race. 



estimates. 

LatxHirhii* 
to load yoursl^ 

Grab btraA Plant 


Branch is looking 
forward to its 
silver anniversary 


BONT FAEN WI NEWS 


UntmiWfeTiafeite^fciy 


Your New Garden Machinery Specialists! 


Benton Agricullural Services Ltd 
liBENTON rtM mmsUfk, liaNtw. rneargin. vbib oI Olneriarv GF71 7hf 

Dd:W44imWi Imaktt 



Earhr Uri Sprint SnnHcn 


nooK lOMf BOf rnoM rroin. 

£30 

£38 halUMM. 

« rau CollMtlaae* 


KjwaMkI Pointr Prodncts 

^ ^ g 9 VMM OeereSr ■wrrrt, 

3 I^Mr 


AL-ftO Easy4i(m Mainers 

8 HMr CJcciii. msTutf 




Froei IMitay to ProleMonal GrewndBarv R ^ .lixuies 


A WONDERFUL 
DISPLAY OF 
BONNETS! 


3lt 


Probus 

Club’s 

world 

tour! 

AT their April 
meeting in the Bear 
Hotel, members of 
Pontfaen Probus 
club were taken on 
a very informative 
and entertaining 
tour of ‘The Seven 
Ancient Wonders of 
the Ancient World’ 
by Mr Eric 
Sparkes: and all 
without leaving 
their seats in 
Cowbridge! 

We were invited to 
pay particular attention 
to the enormity and 
purpose of the various 
projects and to think 
about what else made 
them ‘wonders’. 

We concluded by 
considering how modem 
day contenders might 
stand against them. 

The club is formed of 
members coming from 
Professional or Business 
backgrounds who are 
now semi or fully 
retired. 

If any readers are in 
these categories and are 
interested in learning 
more of the Pontfaen 
Club, please contact 
secretary, Colin Wilson 
on 01656 860498. GH 


r 

k 


BONT FAEN’S annual meeting drew a 
good number of members, considering the 
Easter weekend, and we welcomed VCO 
Kath Mepham for the evening. 

Diana Sloman announced details of our 25th 
anniversary special day out for members to Hay on 
Wye and Usk on May 17. The presentation and 
adoption of our annual financial statement, which 
was very clearly laid out, gained clear approval and 
thanks were warmly provided to the treasurer. 

The minutes secretary provided the committee 
annual report, reflecting on last year’s programme 
which provided just the right the balance of learning, 
sharing new experiences and having fun. Our 
programme of speakers for 2014 - 15 has been 
completed with a varied line-up to appeal to all. 

Kath summed up the meeting to congratulate the 
committee for leading a very successful year and 
oversaw their stepping down. All members were 
prepared to stand for re-election, with the exception 
of our member of many years and past president, 
Jacky Jones, who has decided to retire but will 
remain on-call to assist when necessary. 

Margaret Price will now join the committee. A 
ballot of presidents saw Julie Harris re-elected, and 
agreeing to serve one more year with Jane Crowe and 
Diana Sloman as vice-presidents. 

Jacky gave the vote of thanks to Kath, and then led 
a debate of the resolution for ‘increasing organ 
donation’ to be put to the vote at the 2014 WI annual 
general meeting. Teas and tasty cakes were served, 
with Diana winning the re-drawn 2013 Denman 
Bursary. 

Our next meeting will be at 8pm on Thursday, May 
15 in the Lesser Hall entitled ‘MacMillan Challenge’. 
New members most welcome, or call in for a taster. 

Julie Harris 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
(EAGLE LANE )PART) COWBRIDGE) 
(ROAD CLOSURE) (TEMPORARY) 
ORDER 2014 

1. On 17th April 2014 the Vale of Glamorgan Council in exercise of its 
powers under Section 14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (as 
amended), made an Order the general effect of which is as described in 
the schedules below: 

2. The Order will be known as “The Vale of Glamorgan Council (Eagle 
Lane (Part) Cowbridge) (Road Closure) (Temporary) Order” 2014. 

SCHEDULE 1 

1. No person shall cause or permit a motor vehicle to proceed in the 
location specified in Schedule 2 below. 

SCHEDULE 2 

Location The road to be closed is Eagle Lane, adjacent to Eagle 
Cottage. A distance of approximately 20m. 

Reason To allow for building repair works to be carried out 
Duration From 7.00am on Tuesday 22nd April 2014 until 5.00pm on 
Friday 30th May 2014. 

Alt. Route None 

NB: Diversions for northbound traffic during the above closure 

will be signed in a south easterly direction along High 
Street to the junction of Town Hall Square, then proceeding in a 

northerly direction along Town Hall Square and along North 
Road to the northern point of the closure, and visa-versa. 
Dated this 24th day of April 2014. 

M. E. Punter, 

Director of Visible Services & Housing 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, 

The Alps, Wenvoe. 

CF5 6AA. 
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Public gives thumbs up 
to affordable houses’ 

- says the Hendre Group 


PROPOSALS for an affordable housing 
scheme located at Pentre Meurig have 
been overwhelmingly supported by local 
residents, one of south Wales premier 
housing groups has said. 

The GEM recently publicised a public 
consultation event which was held in Penllyn 
Village hall on March 21. 

More than 60 people attended the event and the 
Hendre Group said over 70 per cent of those who 
went along were in favour of the proposals which 
aim to deliver affordable housing to the area. 

The issue of affordable housing in rural areas of 
the Vale has become more contentious as house 
prices have recovered, with some people pointing 
out that local young people are unable to get on the 
housing ladder. 

If the proposal is approved by the Vale Council’s 
planning committee later this year, the development 
will be constructed by Hafod Housing Association, 
which is part of the Hendre Group, and in 
partnership with the Vale Council. 

The intention is for the development to be an 
affordable scheme funded by ‘social housing grant’ 

Plant sale 

THE annual Cowbridge Physic Garden plant 
sale takes place this Saturday (April 26) in 
Old Hall Gardens, Cowbridge, from 10am 
until 3pm, with plenty of opportunity for 
gardeners to acquire superb quality plants at 
bargain prices! 


awarded to the council by the Welsh Government. 

The proposals were designed by a local architect, 
Nick Renwick, and comprise 13 new homes for 
affordable rent on the site using traditional 
construction methods. 

The development will offer six three bedroom 
houses, four two bedroom houses and three 
bungalows. 

Two of the proposed dwellings will be to house 
retired farm workers from the local Penllyn Estate. 

Matthew Davies, the director of development 
services at Hendre, said the event had been very 
useful. 

“It allowed us to discuss with local residents their 
views and how the homes would combat the lack of 
affordable homes in the area. 

“The proposed local lettings policy that we would 
put in place would ensure that those people that are 
eligible, and who have a connection to the local area, 
would be prioritised for the new homes. 

“If anyone was unable to attend the event but 
would like to share their views they are welcome to 
contact our planning consultants by calling Jon 
Hurley from GJ Planning on 02920 660244 or email 
jon@gjplanning.co.uk by 31 April 2014.” 

History lecture 

COWBRIDGE History Society’s next lecture on 
Friday, May 2 at 7.30pm in the Lesser Hall, 
Cowbridge, will be Hats through the Ages - 
Victorian to present day, by Janet Jennings. 

This is a change to the published programme and 
members should also note that the society’s AGM will 
be held before this talk at 6.30pm. 


SPEED CHECKS IN PENDOYLAN 


SPEEDING 
motorists will be 
closely monitored in 
Pendoylan Village 
after villagers 
raised concerns 
with the local MP 
following junction 
changes at 
Sycamore Cross on 
the A48. 

Alun Cairns said he 
raised the matter with 
South Wales Police and 
the local authority who 


conducted speed surveys 
showing that a 
significant proportion of 
vehicle speeds are above 
the current prosecution 
threshold. 

“At the surgery held 
in Pendoylan, many 
residents raised the issue 
of speeding traffic and 
following my 
representations on their 
behalf the local 
authority and South 
Wales Police took 
necessary action,” he 
added. 


RIGHT: Alun Cairns with Ann Fox at Pendoylan. 



The Life and Times of 
a Liberated Woman... 

_ by NANCY DAVIDGE (part 6) _ 


THE years following the ending of the Second 
World War were rather limited regarding 
travel abroad, as one could only take a 
certain amount of cash out of the country. 

It certainly would not have been sufficient for 
my dream visit to the Canadian Rocky Mountains, 
but then a surprising turn of events took place. 

My friend’s son was due to celebrate his Bar 
Mitzvah, and his aunt and uncle were in London for 
the celebration - so of course my husband and I 
invited them to stay. When it was time to return to 
their home in Toronto, we had an open invitation to 
visit them. 

A few months later, I was day dreaming when 
my husband urged me to visit them and make my 
dream come true. Over the following months I 
gave cash to my friend who then transferred it to 
her sister, who held it in readiness for my visit. 

I decided to book my journey with the Canadian 
National Railway, which would take me across 
Canada. I researched the dude ranches and booked 
everything in London. Einally, the time arrived for 
my long-awaited journey. 

My friends greeted me at the airport and at 
8.30am the following morning I was ready to board 
the train which would take me to my dream 
holiday. 

During the journey, the train would stop at 
various stations and those wishing to do so could 
alight and take a walk. I remember alighting from 
the train at a place called Sioux Point and at 
another stop, the last small engine to go from east 
to west across Canada was on view. 

There were so many interesting passengers on 
the train. One young soldier was strumming his 
guitar and smiling at me then inviting me to to sing 


‘Ar-hyd-nos’. On arrival in Edmonton, we changed 
to the train which would take us to Calgary. I 
stayed overnight in Hotel Wales; the original owner 
had migrated from Wales! The following morning I 
said farewell to my travelling companions and 
boarded a coach to Nanton, where I would be met 
by the owner of the ranch and I would stay for the 
next ten days. 

It was everything I had dreamed of, my white 
horse ‘Squaw’ was everything I had hoped for. In 
the early morning I would see the wild deer at the 
corral fence and upon the hill the coyotes gathering 
to attack some unsuspecting animal. 

I travelled with my host through the mountains, 
passing an Indian reservation and two ranches to 
the beautiful town of Banff with a magnificent herd 
of buffalo, and bears searching for food in the 
dump on the outskirts of the town. 

My journey continued by Greyhound coach to 
Edmonton for one night, then back to Toronto on 
the train. There was also a trip to the magnificent 
Niagara Ealls. 

I decided to visit Montreal as the exhibition 
‘Man and His World’ was proving to be interesting. 
It certainly was. My first was the British Pavilion 
with the magnificent display of vintage cars owned 
by Lord Montague. The fantastic display and 
photography of migrating birds by the Erench, and 
the Israeli Pavilion displaying the many 
achievements and the suffering the people of Israel 
have endured. 

The one thing that has remained with me through 
ah the years since my visit is the tiny shoe brought 
from the Belsen concentration camp and still 
covered in dust. 

NEXT TIME: MORE ADVENTURES! 


SUPERFAST BROADBAND IS 
LAUNCHED IN COWBRIDGE 



EUROPEAN 
investment is 

playing a major role 
in helping to deliver 
Next Generation 
Broadband to 96 per 
cent of Wales’ homes 
and businesses by 
2016, Finance 
Minister Jane Hutt 
said when she joined 
Deputy Minister for 
Skills and 

Technology, Ken 
Skates, to launch a 
superfast 
broadband cabinet 
in Cowbridge on 
Tuesday. 

The combined 

investment in fibre 
broadband in Wales, 
including the Superfast 
Cymru programme and 
BT’s commercial roll-out 
is around £425m, of 
which £90m is from the 
European Regional 
Development Eund (BT 
£220m, Welsh 

Government £5 8m, UK 
Government £5 7m). 

“It is the largest 
project of its kind in the 
UK and will make Wales 


one 

of the best connected 
countries in the world - 
ahead of both the USA 
and Japan. Since work 
started in January 2013 
over 100,000 premises 
have already been given 
access to fast fibre 
broadband,” a Welsh 
Government spokesman 
said. 

Jane Hutt commented: 
“Superfast Cymru, a 
partnership between the 
Welsh Government and 
BT, is taking fibre 
broadband to parts of 


Wales not covered by 
commercial plans. It will 
transform the broadband 
landscape across our 
country, ensuring we are 
at the forefront of the 
global digital economy in 
Europe. 

“European investment 
has been absolutely 
crucial in enabling us to 
deliver this major 
project, and it means that 
by the end of spring 
2016, 96 per cent of 
premises in Wales will 
have access fast fibre 
broadband.” 


PICTURED ABOVE: 

Finance Minister 
Jane Hutt and deputy 
minister for skills and 
technology Ken Skates 
join BT Director 
Wales Anne Beynon 
and Julian Hitchcock, 
Managing Director 
of the Bear Hotel in 
Cowbridge, to unveil 
a new superfast 
broadband cabinet 
in the town. 


HENSOL CASTLE 
IS NOW OPEN 
EOR YOUR WEDDING 



VIEW THIS STUNNING VENUE ON 
SUNDAY 27TH APRIL 12-3pm 


Visit the “ETERNITY WITH LOVE” Wedding Fayre 
at the Vale Resort, on Sunday 27th April 
and book your Hensol Castle wedding viewing 
- a venue fit for a Prince and Princess. 


Tel: 01443 665803 | www.vale-hotel.com 

Hensol Park, Hensol, Vale of Glamorgan, CF72 8JY 

Photo by Simone Photography 
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DAVID BRACE BAGS ‘A BRACE’ AT THE 
LLANGEINOR HUNT POINT TO POINT 


DAVID BRACE had a brace of 
winners at the Llangeinor 
Hunt Point-To-Point 

Steeplechases which were held 
at his Dunraven Stud farm at 
Pyle, near Bridgend, last 
Saturday. 

A big crowd saw his Son Of 
Swallow land the opening hunt 
members’ race by two lengths from 
Mr Brace’s other runner, Dbobe, after 
the leader, Natural High, ridden by 
local rider Rachel Leyshon, had fallen 
three fences from home. 

Winning rider Sean Bowen, son of 
leading Welsh trainer Peter Bowen, 
chalked-up his first ever double when 
40 minutes later he took the club 
members’ race on the David Brace 
owned and trained Cock Of The Rock, 
which won by five lengths from The 
Snail. 

Julie Williams’s Tachbury gave 
Jodie Hughes her first winner after 
what she thought was a career-ending 
injury last season when finishing 
alone in the confined race. 

Jodie was left on her own after the 
favourite, fir/ng/n the branston, ridden 
by James Tudor, refused at the last and 
took out Anger Management ridden by 
Evan David. 

The closest finish of the day came 


in the men’s open race when Brian 
Davies’s Interpleader, partnered by 
Chris West, won by a neck from Gary 
Llewellyn’s Captain Scarlet (John 
Mathias) who had led jumping the last 
fence. 

In the ladies’ open race, Roger 
Willcox’s Lauberhorn, under regular 
pilot Anna Metekohy, made it four 
wins on the bounce when coming 
home six lengths ahead of Teenage 
Kicks, ridden by novice rider 
Stephanie Rogers. 

Jon Tudor’s Tiger Rag, who had 
been runner-up in his previous two 
races, made no mistake this time and 
took the restricted race by 20 lengths 
from Cool Steel. 

Tiger Rag, a six-year-old chestnut 
gelding, was ridden by former national 
and reigning Welsh champion rider 
James Tudor. 

Both maiden races were won by 
Tenby’s John Mathias and both 
winners were trained by Dai Rees. The 
first race, over two-and-a-half miles, 
went to Nishay and the second to the 
oddly-named Romeo Is Bleeding. 

The former scored by 30 lengths 
from Nurse Brace and the latter by five 
lengths from Coolbach after making 
every post a winning one. 

BRIAN LEE 


/ \ 

PHOTOS by 

GLYN EVANS 
Pictures can be 
purchased 
by contacting: 

E-Mail: 

ffotoimage @tiscali.co.uk 
Telephone 07791 228684 
www.ffotoimage.co.uk 

V_> 



Tee off for charity 

TEE off with ‘Welsh Hearts’ - the heart 
charity for Wales at a charity golf day at 
Cardiff Golf Club on Friday, May 2. 

The aim is to fundraise for defibrillators and heart 
research in Wales. 

Shotgun start at 1pm: the competition will be a 
team stable-ford with the best two scores to count 
on each hole; 3/4 handicap allowance; maximum 
handicap allowance: men 24, ladies 30. 

Prizegiving dinner at 6.30pm where prizes will 
be awarded; celebrity comedian. Entry per team of 
four is £195. Contact Sharon Owen on 
07730944700 or email 

fundraising@welshhearts.org. to book. 


Topstak staH 
look forward to 
‘Humble’ cookery 


STAFF from 

Topstak’s new cafe 
are heading to Kate 
Humble’s cookery 
school in her 
Monmouthshire 
farmhouse at the 
end of this month to 
add new culinary 
skills to their 
portfolio. 

The course, run by the 
British stove and cast 
iron range makers 
specialist Esse, features 
cookery lessons and 
demos by Masterchef 
finalist Andrew Kojima, 
and a hedgerow foraging 
safari. 

“We have had great 
feedback since launching 


our new menu at our 
gallery cafe at the Vale 
showroom, especially for 
the freshly baked cakes,” 
explains Topstak 

director, Lynda Pedersen. 

“Classes at Kate 
Humble’s cookery school 
will help our cafe cooks 
develop imaginative new 
dishes for our menu, 
while expanding their 
skills base using the 
working Esse cookers in 
our showroom.” 

“We are delighted with 
how the cafe is taking 
off,” she adds: 
“Customers are starting 
to see it as a foodie 
destination and to enjoy 
cakes cooked on our Esse 
range.” 


History talk 

RHOOSE and District 
History Society will 
hold its monthly 
meeting on Eriday, 
April 25 at 7.30pm in 
the lesser hall of 
Rhoose Community 
Hall, Stewart Road, 
Rhoose. Ken Rise will 
speak on ‘The History 
of Dunraven Castle’. 

Scouts’ 

reunion 

PAST members of 11th 
Barry Sea Scouts are 
being called to 90th 
celebrations at 

Cadoxton 
Conservative Club on 
Saturday, April 26 
from 3pm - 7pm. 

Eor full details, 
telephone 07779658331. 

Charity 
jumble at 
Peterston 

A JUMBLE sale in aid 
of local charity Route 
66 will be held at 
Peterston Village Hall 
on Saturday, May 17 
from 10am. 

The charity is aiming 
to raise money for 
young people with life- 
limiting conditions, and 
short life expectancy in 
Wales. 

To find out more 
about the Route 66 
Appeal via Twitter - 
connect to 
@route66projects or 
contact 

www.justgiving .com/vict 
oria-lidstone. 
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Choral 
workshop 
in Llantwit 

COWBRIDGE 
Choral Society is 
holding a choral 
workshop on 

Saturday, May 10 
from 10.30am to 
4.30pm at our Lady 
and St Illtyd 
Church, Ham Lane, 
Llantwit Major, 
CF61ITQ. 

It will be led by Kate 
Woolveridge, an 

experienced and highly 
skilled vocal 

practitioner. 

Working 
independently and for 
the Royal Opera House, 
Co vent Garden, Holland 
Park Opera and the 
Welsh National Opera, 
Kate has helped 
individuals and groups 
from across society to 
find, explore and 
develop their voices. 

Among many 

projects, she has formed 
community choirs in the 
Rhondda and Merthyr 
Valleys, Cardiff and 
Swansea, worked with 
the women in Holloway 
prison and the men of 
Parc prison. 

She currently teaches 
at the Royal Welsh 
College of Music and 
Drama and tutors in the 
National Youth Choir of 
Wales. 

The workshop will be 
open to all and contact 
details are on 
www.cowbridge.co.uk. 

New members are 
always welcome to join, 
and experience is not 
essential. Rehearsals 
take place in the United 
Reform Church, 

Westgate Street 

(opposite the police 
station) every Thursday 
at 7.30pm. 


Art society in 
demonstration 

ON Thursday May 1, Cowbridge Art 
Society welcomes local artist Shirley- 
Anne Owen who will give a painting 
demonstration in acrylics. 

She will follow up this the following week with a 
practical session based on some of the techniques 
demonstrated. 

The society meets on Thursday evenings at the 
Old Hall, Cowbridge 7pm - 9pm and visitors and 
new members are most welcome. Eor details of 
activities see www.cowbridgeartsociety.com. 


Probus ladies 
have spring on 
their minds! 



LADIES Probus of Llantwit Major were 
delighted to host Lorraine Ravey, president of 
the Cowbridge & District Flower Arrangers 
Club, at the West House Country Hotel for a 
presentation on flower arranging. 

A spokeswoman said: “With spring upon us and 
the flowers beginning to bloom, it was an 
appropriate time to savour the Lorraine’s talents and 
admire her flower arranging skills and creativity in 
displaying them. 

“Sandy Smith, our chairperson, extended sincere 


PG 


thanks to Lorraine for her time.” 



Hearing 

Tests 
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Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provides: 
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More growth in Wales than rest of 

UK - it’s good news for the young 


i^SSEMBLY^ 

NOTES 



by Jane Hutt AM 

(Minister for Finance) 


THERE has been a 
great deal to 
welcome in the 
weeks leading up to 
Easter, which will 
provide new 
opportunities and 
prospects for many 
people in the Vale 
and Wales as a 
whole. 

The latest 

employment figures 
again show 

unemployment in Wales 
falling with a rate of 6.8 
per cent compared with 
6.9 per cent in the UK 
which shows that Wales 
is continuing to 
outperform the rest of 
the UK, as the First 
Minister, Carwyn Jones 
said last week when the 
latest figures were 
published. 

He went on to say that 
over the past year, Wales 
has seen the largest 
increase in the rate of 
employment and a lower 
unemployment rate than 
the UK average and we 
have seen a bigger 
growth in private sector 
employment than in 
England, Scotland or 
Northern Ireland. 

Most importantly, 
economic inactivity and 
youth unemployment are 
falling more in Wales 
than in nearly all other 
parts of the UK. 

This is very important 


news for the young 
people I met with 
the Education and 
Skills Minister, Huw 
Lewis last week 
with the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council 
who have been 
elected by their 
peers to serve in the 
first ever Vale of 
Glamorgan youth 
cabinet. Introduced 
to the minister by 
the Leader, Coun 
Neil Moore, the 
youth cabinet 
members asked the 
education minister a 
series of thoughtful 
questions, which 
indicated their high 
level of understanding 
and commitment to their 
new important roles, as 
‘ambassadors and 
champions’ of young 
people in the county. 

We talked about the 
opportunities provided 
by the Welsh 
Government’s ‘Jobs 
Growth Wales’ 
programme for 16 to 24 
year olds which has a 
success rate of 80 per 
cent with 11,000 jobs 
now created and also 
220 young people have 
set up their own 
businesses through this 
programme. 

The number of new 
apprentices in Wales has 
risen from 17,900 in 
2011/12 to 18,030 in 
2012/13 and 90 per cent 


of qualified Welsh 
apprentices go into 
sustained employment or 
further learning. All this 
backed by Welsh 
Government and 
European funding. 

Our tourism industry 
has also grown over the 
past year with nearly 10 
million people visiting 
Wales, boosting the 
economy by £1.7bn. 

This will include visitors 
to the Vale of Glamorgan 
with Barry Island and 
the Heritage Coast as 
part of the Wales Coast 
Path all benefiting from 
the boost. 

Travelling on the 
Barry Tourist Railway 
with Culture and Sport 
Minister John Griffiths 
provided an opportunity 
for us to view the works 


on the Waterfront 
with the new road 
layout to Barry 
Island clearly 
visible. 

I was also pleased 
to join the Deputy 
Minister for Skills 
and Technology Ken 
Skates last week in 
Cowbridge at the 
site of a superfast 
broadband cabinet 
on the High Street 
which will enable 
businesses to work 
faster and more 
efficiently with 
faster upload and 
download speeds. 
This was good 
news for the Bear 
Hotel where we 
discussed the 
opportunities this will 
provide for visitors and 
business people staying 
at the hotel as well as for 
local businesses in the 
wider Vale. 

I was able to make the 
point that European 
investment is playing a 
major role in helping 
deliver Next Generation 
Broadband to 96 per 
cent of Wales’ homes 
and businesses by 2016. 

The combined 
investment in fibre 
broadband in Wales is 
around £425m of which 
£90m is from the 
European Development 
Eund with BT funding of 
£220m, Welsh 
Government £5 8m and 


UK Government £5 7m. 

So this is all good and 
promising news for the 
Vale and for Wales as we 
enjoy the spring Easter 
sunshine, which was 
welcome on the annual 
Good Eriday Walk of 
Witness through Barry, 
with a large crowd 
gathering as we walked 
to King’s Square with 
the churches of Barry. 

We also reflected on 
those in need in our 
communities, as I see in 
my surgeries, and this 
was expressed very 
clearly last week by 
religious leaders and 
faith groups who called 
for action to tackle food 
poverty. 

The Archbishop of 
Wales, Barry Morgan 
gave a strong message 
saying; “It’s incredible 
that in a country as 
relatively wealthy as 
ours, where we talk of 
economic recovery, there 
are still people who have 
to depend on food 
handouts to feed their 
families.” 

We seek a fair and 
balanced economic 
recovery which can 
bring hope and 
prospects for all, 
especially our young 
people, the vulnerable in 
our community and 
those in need and we 
must invest wisely to 
achieve this. 


Samantha’s journey 
through Rift Valley 
for the British 
Heart Foundation 


Report by 
TIM CHAPMAN 


A WOMAN from 
Sully is planning a 
250-mile bike ride 
in Kenya - to 
raise money for a 
popular national 
charity, after her 
step-father 
suffered a heart 
attack. 

Samantha Stanley- 
Jones told The GEM: 
“My step-father, 
Kevin, had a heart 
attack when I was 
doing my post-grad 
law degree - he and 
my mum Angela had 
to go through a lot, so 
I decided I wanted to 
support the British 
Heart Foundation 
(BHF). 

“My step-father is 
okay, but has to take 
a lot of medication.” 

Samantha, who 
works in Cardiff as a 
recruitment 
consultant, will take 
part in her African 
adventure in 
November. 

“I am cycling 250 


miles across Kenya to 
raise over £3,000 for 
BHF. 

“The route will 
take me through the 
Rift Valley from 
Mount Kenya, across 
the equator and onto 
the shores of Lake 
Victoria. 

“The ride will be 
amazing. I’m 
nervous, scared and 
excited.” 

Samantha points 
out that heart disease 
is a huge killer in the 
UK and “BHF saves 
so many lives”. 

She is currently 
undergoing a strict 
fitness regime to 
prepare her for what 
lies ahead. 

“Crossing the 
Hnishing line will be 
an amazing, 
rewarding moment. I 
can’t wait!” 

She will also be 
involved in other 
fundraising events 
over the next few 
months. 

“In May, we plan 




ABOVE: 
Samantha 
Stanley-] ones. 


to do a charity 
mountain walk up 
Pen y Fan, so if 
anyone would like to 
get involved, please 
get in touch! 

“All ages are 
welcome! Just email 
me at 

Samjones79@hotmail.c 
o.uk for more 
information.” 

To support 
Samantha^s Kenya 
challenge, go to: 
www.justgiving.comlSa 
mantha-Jones34 


f \ 

_ _ I _ _ I “ When we need 

I A # W r I I another kitchen you will 

Get a IlCW lUUK for your kitchen beourfirs portofcai! 

g Customers Peter & Jan 

Richards 

Kitchen door replacement and makeover specialists - from a family run firm you can trust 


We have a 

HUGE RANGE of 
door STYLES AND 
COLOURS to 

choose from, which 
can be made to 

ANY SIZE to 

replace your current 
existing doors with 
minimum fuss. 

We can also replace 

SINKS, TAPS, 
WORKTOPS AND 
APPLIANCES. 



Door Magic is a family run business with over 15 years of experience in the kitchen industry. We can 
supply and fit made to measure kitchen and bedroom doors even adding extra units where required. 


No salesmen will call; we openly employ qualified, knowledgeable kitchen fitters who are passionate 
about their trade. This gives you peace of mind when using us to transform your kitchen. We use fully 
qualified gas safe and NICEIC plumbers and electricians when we need to carry out the necessary work. 
We can even include all your tiling work to finish off your new look kitchen. 



For a no obligation quote, visit us at our showroom or call us. 

Unit 8, Kodak House, Abergarw Trading Estate, Bridgend, CF32 9LW. 

01656 478498 or 02921 971271 


See more examples of our work at: WWW.doOriTIQgic.CO.uk 
Showroom open Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 2pm. 

V___ 


V iNo salesmen will call 

DWe are a local company employing local people 
D 6 year guarantee on our doors 
DWe will beat any like for like written quotation 
DWe do out of hours appointments at our showroom in Bridgend 
or your home 

^D Over 15 years experience _ 

Door Magic 

Established 15 years 
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MP brings ‘Parliament — 
the Biography’ to festival 


THERE’S a great opportunity for 
followers of the Cowbridge Book Festival 
to gain an insight into one of our greatest 
national institutions. 

Chris Bryant MP will be presenting his new book 
"'Parliament - The Biography” on Friday, May 2 at 
7.30pm in Cowbridge United Free Church. 

Tickets including a glass of wine will be £5. It is 
the first of a planned two volumes covering the story 
of Parliament’s earliest days in the 14th century up 
to the end of the 18th century, when Parliament 
began to take on its modern form. 

He tells this epic tale through the extraordinary 
characters at the heart of the action. It is a vivid, 
colourful account of the people whose passions and 
obsessions, strengths and weaknesses have made us 
what we are today. 

The book is a fascinating and authoritative history 
of the institution at the heart of Britain. 

Mary Beard enjoyed this wry view of the history 
of Parliament “from the inside” and calls the MP a 
“myth-buster”. 

Ken Clarke took great pleasure from “this 
remarkably readable and scholarly account of the 
emergence of the British Parliament and its in-depth 
view of the past”. 

Chris Bryant is a British Labour Party politician 
who has been the Member of Parliament for 
Rhondda since 2001 and the Shadow Minister for 
Borders and Immigration since 2011. 

He was previously the Minister of State for 
Europe and the Deputy Leader of the House of 
Commons. Educated at Cheltenham College and 
then Oxford he is a familiar face on BBC TV 
Question Time. 



CHRIS BRYANT MP. 

Don’t miss out - this promises to be an interesting 
and informative event! Eor details, and all festival 
information, please visit the website 
ww w.co wbridgebookfestival .co .uk. 

Tickets are available from David Barnes (Dry 
cleaners) 35 High Street, Cowbridge, Nicklebys 
Pound Field, Llantwit Majoror online from 
TicketlineUK, via the Festival Website or phone me 
on 01446 774827. 

There’s still time to enter the Eestival’s Creative 
Writing Competition. The closing date is April 30 - 
all details on our website. 

Stella Cheeseman 


Weycock campaign group celebrates 


THE Friends of Weycock 
Cross, the local 
campaigning group, are 
celebrating after a 
planning appeal for the 
area was withdrawn. 

Local MP Alun Cairns said: “I 


am delighted to hear that the 
appeal submitted by Taylor 
Wimpey at Weycock Cross has 
been withdrawn. However, we do 
need to be guarded that a new 
planning application isn’t 
submitted. 

“It goes to show what effective 


a co-ordinated activity by the 
community can achieve. 

“I have to pay tribute to Frank 
and Debra Cleland and all of 
those involved with us and the 
Friends of Weycock Cross Action 
Group.” 



Will for only 


£50 


with Ty Hafan and selected solicitors 
for two weeks only. 


* Suggested donation for a Simple Will only. 

A donation of £75 is suggested for Mirror Wills. 


visit www.tyhafan.org/will50 
or call 029 2053 2255 to book. 


© 


ty hafan - the family hospice for young lives 

Registered Head Office: Hayes Road, Sully, CF64 5XX / Tel: 029 2053 2199 
Registered in Wales: No: 3077406 Registered Charity No: 1047912 


ty hafan 

15 years of being there 


Probus has virtual tour 
of Carisbrook Castle... 


PHILIP BOWEN made a 
welcome return visit as the 
guest speaker at the mid 
April meeting of the Probus 
Club of Dinas Powys. 

Phil, who is a retired headteacher 
from Swansea, is a passionate and 
enthusiastic historian and, on this 
occasion, presented an illustrated 
talk about Carisbrooke Castle on 
the Isle of Wight. 

The castle is probably best 
known for being used as the prison 
of King Charles I, prior to being 
taken to London where he was 
executed. 


In his talk, Phil led the 
enthralled audience through a tour 
of the castle starting from the outer 
defences and culminating in 
climbing the 71 steps to the Keep. 

In his virtual tour, he outlined 
the history of the caste through 
Norman, medieval and 
Elizabethan times, explaining the 
practical difficulties of attacking 
the castle - including the threats 
from crossbows, longbows and 
‘Murder Holes’. 

To add a bit of fun to the talk, 
Phil also warned his audience that 
he would hold a test on what he 
had said and, true to his word, he 


set a written test of ten questions - 
even providing pencils and paper 
so that no one could have any 
reason to be excused! 

Many members almost felt that 
they were back in school, although 
most achieved a creditable 
score,with one even achieving Wi 
out of ten. 

Probus member Peter Blackwell 
offered an equally entertaining 
vote of thanks. 

Dinas Powys Probus Club 
meets every other Tuesday in 
Dinas Powys Golf Club and is for 
retired men from the area. 

PFC 


PORTHCAWL MAN 
STOLE FROM CLUB 


THE steward of Porthcawl 
United Services Club 
committed a “breach of trust” 
when he stole money from his 
employers, Cardiff Crown 
Court has been told. 

Paul Lewis, 58, was caught 
committing the crime on CCTV. 

Lewis, of Happy Valley Caravan 
Site, Porthcawl, admitted the charge 
of theft and was sentenced to an 18- 
month community order and ordered 
to carry out 100 hours unpaid work 
and to pay a victim surcharge of £60. 

Prosecutor Tony Trigg said Lewis 
stole £50. Over a period of time, 
£479 was found to be missing, but 
this had nothing to do with Lewis. 

When arrested and interviewed by 
the police, he said he had been taking 


byAJSICLUNA 

small amounts for six months, but 
could not give the exact figure. 

“It was nothing less than a breach 
of trust,” said Mr Trigg. 

Lewis’s counsel, Alex Greenwood, 
said that as a result of the conviction, 
he had lost employment in a number 
of establishments. 

Judge Neil Bidder QC said: “I hope 
he is not employed again as a person 
in charge of money. He can’t be 
trusted.” 

The judge added: “You pilfered 
from the till not a great deal, but it 
was dishonesty.” 

He pointed out that Lewis had 
pleaded guilty at the earliest 
opportunity and was about to undergo 
a Imee operation. 


Day of smiles for disability sport 


Age 

Connect 

spring 

fayre 

AGE CONNECT 
Cardiff and Vale 
held a successful 
spring fayre at the 
Senior Health Shop, 
Holton Road, 

Barry, opened by 
Vale Mayor, Coun 
Margaret 
Wilkinson. 

Stalls included 

homemade preserve s, 
cakes, craft made by the 
Stitch and Bitch class 
that meet at the shop, 
tombola and a raffle. 
The fayre raised a record 


STAFF from Barry 
Leisure Centre and 
Disability Sport 
Wales Development 
Officer, Simon 
Jones, organised a 
day of physical 
activity for disabled 
adults when 18 
adults with varying 
abilities attended. 


A spokesperson 
reported that activities 
were adapted so that 
everybody could take 
part and participants 
were supported by staff 
from the council’s adult 
services team. The 
activities included 
badminton, football, 
seated aerobics and use 
of the gym facilities. 


Simon Jones, 
commented: “The aim of 
the day was to create 
opportunities for 
disabled people in the 
leisure centre and show 
how the staff can adapt 
activities to allow 
everyone to get 
involved. Everyone had 
a smile on their face and 
enjoyed the activities.” 


£300. 

For details of any of 
activities, contact 01446 
732385. _ 

Superfast 

fibre 

broadband 
good for 
business 

FAST fibre 

broadband is now 
available in 

Peterston Super 
Ely, Rhoose and 
Southerndown in 
the Vale, thanks to 
Superfast Cymru. 

Deputy Minister for 
Skills and Technology, 
Ken Skates, said: 
“Superfast fibre 

broadband has the power 
to transform the way we 
do business, the way we 
keep in touch, how we 
access entertainment and 
how we use public 
services. 

“The Superfast 
Cymru programme is 
probably the most 
ambitious in the UK. 
We aim to reach 96 per 
cent of properties by the 
end of spring 2016 
making fibre available to 
more people more 
quickly than the rest of 
the UK. The residents 
and businesses in 
Peterston Super Ely, 
Rhoose and 

Southerndown are the 
latest to benefit. 

“Wales will not just 
become one of the most 
connected countries in 
the world by 2016 - it is 
going further, faster and 
quicker in reaching this 
ambitious goal.” 


War memorial research work 


MEMBERS of Sully U3A’s 
local history group are 
researching World War I 
casualties commemorated on 
the memorial in Sully Church. 

Names on the memorial are George 
Northcote, John Northcote, Wilfred 
Northcote (may also be spelled 
Northcott), Leyshon Villis, John 


Dempsey, Arthur Griffiths, Robert 
Davies and William Best. Richard 
Wain, VC is commemorated on his 
parents’ grave in Sully churchyard. 

They would like to hear from anyone 
who has information on 
speakers@sullyu3a.co.uk; 
alternatively, information can be sent 
via The Old School, South Road, Sully. 



www.randt.co.uk 

F 

Petrol Mowers from £159 

♦ Sales 

♦ Service 

♦ Spares 

Ride-on Mowers from £1099 


Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park 
LlandowCF71 7PF 




Tel. 01446 771999 


www.mountfieldmowers.co.uk 
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BARRY YOUTH 
RAPED BOY 


A YOUTH who 
appeared at 
Cardiff Crown 
Court admitted 
raping a boy in a 
house in Barry. 

The teenager, who 
cannot be identified for 
legal reasons, pleaded 
guilty to a charge of 
rape and inciting the 
boy to engage in sexual 
activity. 

He was sentenced to 
an intensive supervision 
order for two years, 
made subject to an 8pm 
to 6.30am 

electronically-tagged 

curfew. 

In addition, he was 
made subject to a sexual 
offences prevention 
order for two-and-a-half 
years, and to register as 
a sex offender. 

Judge Eleri Rees told 
the youth: “It goes 
without saying that this 
kind of sexual activity 
was appalling. 

“His mother has 
suffered anguish and 
anger, and is concerned 
at the impact on the boy. 

“If the defendant 
were 18 or over, it 
would have been a 
significant custodial 


Report by AJ 
SICLUNA 


sentence.” 

She said that he had 
shown genuine remorse 
and shame. 

Prosecutor David 
Lloyd said that on 
October 29, the victim 
went to an address in 
Barry where the 
offences occurred. 

The defendant, who 
had no previous 
convictions, told him to 
tell no-one what had 
happened and if he did, 
he himself would get 
into trouble. 

Later, the victim’s 
mother became 
concerned at her son’s 
behaviour and when she 
questioned him, he 
disclosed what had 
happened. 

The defendant denied 
what occurred and the 
police were contacted. 
He was interviewed on 
three occasions, and 
again denied that 
anything had happened. 

When DNA evidence 
was put to him, he 
continued his denial, but 
at his final interview 


made admissions, 
showed some remorse, 
and apologised for not 
telling the truth. 

Mr Lloyd said a 
victim impact statement 
highlighted the effect on 
him and his family. 

The defendant’s 
solicitor, Stephen 
Clarke, said the court 
had to take into account 
the welfare of the 
defendant. 

“He is naive and 
socially isolated. In the 
past, he was bullied at 
school and found it 
difficult to cope.” 

He said he had made 
no attempt to minimise 
the seriousness of his 
actions. 

“Initially, he could 
not face up to doing 
wrong. He has let down 
his family and 
everybody else,” said 
Mr Clarke. 

His mother, he 
continued, supported 
him and she felt 
ashamed. 

Custody, said Mr 
Clarke, would have 
serious consequences. 

“He wants to work, 
and he wants to 
progress,” he added. 


MARK IS EAGER TO RUN SIX 
MARATHONS IN SIX DAYS! 


PICTURED (right) 
is Mark Eager, 
conductor of the 
Welsh Sinfonia 
Orchestra, at the 
start of his epic 
attempt to run six 
marathons in six 
days, from St 
David’s Hall, 
Cardiff to the 
Royal Albert Hall, 
London - to raise 
funds for 
Crescendo, a 
charity which aims 
to take live classical 
music into 
classrooms in 
Wales. 

Mark used to live in 
Llysworney and has 
regularly been 
involved with 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive, 
coaching and 
conducting the school 
orchestra. 

Mark’s Crescendo 
Run commenced on 
Monday (April 21) and 
will end this Saturday 
- on the stage of the 
Royal Albert Hall. 


He is pictured 
outside St David’s 
Hall, Cardiff, with 
three students from 
the Royal College of 
Music and Drama, 
who accompanied him 
on the first 10km of 
his journey. 

He has a website for 
donations: 

www.justgiving.com/ 

crescendorun 



Free Fitclub 

A FREE community Eitclub is being run every 
Saturday and Sunday at Barry Knap. 

There is also a free running club available on 
Tuesday evenings, along with advice on how to 
lead a healthy, active lifestyle and nutrition. 

Contact Luke Hanlon on 07411 803455 or email 
luke _hanlon@ Hotmail .CO .uk for information. 


Lib-Dem 

advice 

ELUNED PARROTT, AM for South Wales 
Central, will hold an advice surgery at Tesco 
Superstore, Terra Nova Way, Penarth, CE64 
ISA between 1pm and 2pm on April 21. 

No appointment is necessary. 


Designer Shoe Sale 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS 

Many shoes 80 % off 


Cowbridge Town Hall 




Wednesday 30th April -10am to 6pm 
Thursday 1 st May -10am to 6pm 
Friday 2nd May -10am to 6pm 
Saturday 3rd May -10am to 6pm 
Sunday 4th May -10am to 3pm 


iiii 


Armani • Moschino * UGG Australia * Rodo * See by Chloe * Cerutti • Sam Delman 
* Juicy Couture Calpierre * Pons Quintana • Mascaro leone * Kennel &SGhmenger 
• Pretty Ballerina * Anya Hindmarch 


Beaubf doesn’t have to come at a price_ 
...widi our replacement kitchen doors 

and worktops 






isH . i 


quartzize 


^■1 i- 


Less mess 
Less time 
Less cost 

Usin' ; jur existing cat>-we 
will replace ytxjr <toors 
and worktops 
rejuvenating 
your kitchen. 

Saving you 
money, mess 
and 



CONTACT YOUR 01446 688018/01656 360027 

OOCTOH www.door-cloctor.co.uk 

KM Anm 

GOMRATATIOH UMfeSOmCi MQNRB8*KitrH|<aT VAM^ntjsUN IIBIMm 

vid u o u d htM ie ^ wfantv hr MW H 
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^^iiilpilANCE a COOKWARE CENTRE 

Premium quality brands at the lowest possible prices 

SATynewydd Road, King Square, Barry also our shop warehouse at 252 Holton Road, Barry, CF63 4PS. 

(Situated between the multistorey car park and the Bassett). Over 5,000 sq ft Warehouse with a comprehensive dispiay of appiiances. 

Factory refurbished and brand new appiiances in stock! 


• Freestanding 
& Buiit in 

• Ovens & Hobs 

• Dishwashers 
•Washing Machines 

• Fridge Freezers 

• Range Cookers - 
Gas, Electric, Dual 
Fuel, plus lots more... 


NEW WASHING 
MACHINES 

from £159.99 




INTERNET 

PRICE 

MATCHING 


We priCG nriGtCh with the 
internet and superstores wherever 
possible! Please call for a quote... 



SPECIAL OFFERS 


NEW LARDER FRIDGE 

• 50cm wide • Auto Defrost 

OURPMCE 

£98.99 

UK’s cheapest under 
counter fridge? 

• Well known superstore 
price £109.99 

Brand New 50cm Freestanding 

GAS COOKER 

=- Our price 

£169.99 

UK’s cheapest gas cooker? 

• £229.99 in well-known 
superstore 

• our normal instore 
price £199.99 



STOVES 


Selection of RANGE 
COOKERS in stock 


M BOSCH bsko .trsmeg 

QinoesiT 
plus many other top name brands... 


Up to 5 years Manufacturers Warranty 


REFURBISHED 

APPLIANCES 




from only 

£99 

Fully Guaranteed 


Special offer 
extended 


All in stock SINKS & TAPS 
now on offer 
BELOW [ ‘ 


INTERNET 
PRICES, .-i; 

Approx 

100 taps ^ 
and 300 sinks. 

Only while 
stocks last. 


FRIDGE 

FREEZERS 

from only 

£ 179.99 


Experienced sales staff 

to advise you! 


Same/Next day delivery service 

Payment Plan Available. Pay weekly with No INTEREST CHARGED! 

Open Monday to Saturday 9am- 5.30pm 

Visit us at www.1stchoicetrade.co.uk 


*UK’s lowest prices found through internet searches. 
All prices correct at time of searches. 


01446 730884 



Appliances used for illustration purposes only 
Prices quoted for ex-display and/or graded 
items, unless otherwise stated 
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LUKE (19) IS UK’S 
TOP APPRENTICE! 


CARDIFF and Vale College student Luke 
Mayor is the top electrical apprentice in 
the UK - according to judges of a national 
competition. 

Luke (19) from Dinas Powys, a second year 
apprentice, won the Sparks National Apprentice of 
the Year Award and was presented with a £1,000 
cheque from sponsors Megger who also gave the 
college a £500 voucher to spend with them. 

Earlier in the year, he won the Welsh heat and 
progressed to the two-day UK finals at the JTL 
National Centre for Excellence in Birmingham. 

“Winning the competition was a bit of a shock,” 
Luke said. “I wasn’t expecting it at all. I couldn’t 
have done it without all the support from my 
employers Scenic Services and the college - my 
tutor Geoff is amazing.” 


f’* I ^ 


Luke Mayor with his tutor Geoff Shaw. 


Bryneithin care home 
goes up for sale 

AS part of the Vale Council’s strategy to 
dispose of surplus assets and to make available 
building land for development, it has 
appointed Savills to market Bryneithin, the 
former residential home in Dinas Powys. 

Gareth Carter, of Savills, said: “The site is self- 
contained and well-screened with an impressive 
tree-lined approach. 

“We expect interest from local and regional 
developers and operators in both the healthcare and 
retirement sectors. A sale by tender will be 
conducted and we expect to receive competitive 
interest in this unique site.” 


Asda is coming 
to Waterfront 


VALE MP Alun 
Cairns has met 
Asda bosses to 
confirm the retail 
giant’s plans for a 
new superstore on 
the Waterfront in 
Barry. 

There had been 
rumours that the 
company were 

considering pulling out 


of the deal and the local 
MP said he wanted to 
clarify the position. 

“After the recent 
rumours surrounding 
Asda’s intentions, I am 
so pleased they have 
confirmed their plans to 
go ahead. 

“This is great news for 
the local economy,” the 
MP commented. 



BUY FOR LESS 
this 

Spring; (spring) 

\ c o 11 e c t i o n 


collection 



San Tropez 4 Door Robe 
was £499.95 
Spring Offer £399.95 




3ft Health Beds 
Divan Set was £399.95 


with free storage 


Spring Offer £249.95 and headboard 


The Silk 1000 Pocket 
Spring and Memory 
foam 2 Drawer 
Divan Set 

was £599.95 
Spring Offer £349.95 
Plus free headboard 


BUY FOR LESS this Spring with our new furniture brochure 

Pick one up in store now and enjoy great savings in every department 


Unit I, Retail Area, 
Llandow Ind. Est, 

Nr Cowbridge. CF7I 7PA 

Tel: (01446) 772927/772928 

SATNAVCF7I 7PA 


NORMAL OPENING HOURS: 

MON, TUES, WED & FRI 9am-5.30pm. OPEN LATE EVERY 
THURSDAY 9am-8pm. SAT l0am-5.30pm.SUN llam-5pm. 





Visit our website at 
www.theplaceforhomesltd.co.uk 
Enquiries: email sales@theplaceforhomesltd.co.uk 


www.theplaceforhomesltd.co.uk 


I f 


Designer furniture for every room 
at prices everyone can afford 



Expect so much more than an average furniture store 

www.fwhomestores.co.uk 


^ NEW 

M * LATE NIGHT 
m MONDAYS 

H Open 8pm 

homestones 


.ca.uk g 

PENARTH ROAD CARDIFF 

Unit 5, Freemans Park, Penarth Road, 
Cardiff, CF11 8TU. 

Tel: 02920 371970 

www.fwhomestores.co.uk 


take up 

I 

months 

[free cr:.;dit 

no interest no charges 
0% typical APR 


Opening Times 

Mon: 9.00am - 8.00pm. 
Tue - Sat: 9.00am - 6.00pm 
Sunday: 10.30am - 4.30pm 





























12 - THE GEM 


WWW,facebook.com/slamorsansem www.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday, April 24th, 2014 


All set for Ty Hafan’s 
Midnight Sleep Walk 


HUNDREDS of women are set to descend 
on the Welsh capital for Ty Hafan’s 
annual Midnight Sleep Walk on Friday, 
May 16. 

More than 300 have already signed up for the six- 
mile walk from the Millennium Stadium at midnight 
and a neon theme has been launched as a tribute to 
life-limited children and young people who brighten 
the lives of their families. 

Each walker will receive a fun pack, including 
flashing neon headwear and glow jewellery. 

Among mums of children and young people 
supported by the Sully hospice will be Kelly 
Matthews from Ystrad, whose daughter, Willow, 
suffers from Central Hypoventilation and is 
connected to a ventilator 24 hours a day. 

The mum-of-one will give a talk on the night to 
share her Ty Hafan experiences: “Ty Hafan has 
helped take away our stresses; having that break 
helps us cope so we can carry on with the next few 
months. We don’t realise how stressed we’ve been 
until we’ve had that rest,” she said. 

Ty Hafan’s support has enabled Willow, aged two, 
to achieve more than she was ever expected to. She 
now plays, verbalises, and is even starting to stand 
on her own. 

“We are incredibly proud of Willow. She brings 
so much joy to our lives and it’s lovely to know 
everyone at Ty Hafan adores her just as much as we 



ABOVE: Kelly and Damien Matthews 
with their daughter Willow. 


£10,000jackpot! 

“By becoming a 
member of 

Crackerjackpot for £1 a 
week, supporters have 
the chance to win big 
prizes which could fund 
a dream holiday, a new 
car and or maybe some 
home improvements,” 
said John Mladenovic, 
Ty Hafan’s lottery 
general manger. 

“Winning £10,000 
could make a real 
difference to someone’s 
life and we hope it will 
attract more local people 
to support us by playing 
the lottery. 

“As well as being in 
with a chance of 
winning big cash prizes, 
every member of 
Crackerjackpot makes a 
real difference to 
hundreds of life-limited 
children, young people 
and their families from 
across Wales supported 
by Ty Hafan. 

“Crackerjackpot 
provides a vital source 
of reliable income for Ty 
Hafan, raising around a 
third of the total amount 
needed every year.” 

The hospice began its 
own lottery in 1998 and 
has paid out more than 
£1.5 million to lucky 
winners from all over 
Wales who have chosen 
to support the hospice. 
Contact 

www.lottery.ty hafan .org 
or call 02920 532253. 

DANCE 
FITNESS 

A MUNDO Dance 
fitness class will be 
held at Penarth^s 
Paget Rooms every 
Wednesday evening 
from 7.15pm to 
8.45pm (starting on 
April 29). 

Mundo Dance was 
created by Colombian- 
born dancer and 
choreographer Yonier 
Garcia who started 
teaching dance classes 
at the age of 15 in his 
home country moved to 
south Wales eight years 
ago. 

For more 

information, contact 
Moria Trezise on 07975 
732966. 


do. They are like stars in the sky. They are all really 
special to us and we want to do anything we can to 
show our support,” Kelly added. 

Jessica Morgan from Ty Hafan said: “We need to 
raise more than £3.5m each year to provide care and 
support to hundreds of families across Wales. The 
new neon theme has generated lots of excitement 
and we are urging more ladies to register so they can 
enjoy a fantastic night while helping to raise vital 
funds so we can continue supporting life-limited 
children and their families.” 

Registration is £10 per person and a £20 group 
discount is available to groups of five or more. Visit 
midnightsleepwalk.co.uk or call 029 2053 2282. 


THE Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot 
lottery has reached 
£10,000 for the first 
time this year. 

As the rollover prize 
has not been won for the 
past 19 weeks the fund 
now stands at £10,000 
and could reach a 
maximum of £12,000, 
where it will become a 
guaranteed prize. 



Simply answer the question posted 
on Facebook each week. 

You will find the answer In that week’s 
GEM which b available online and in print 
every Thursday. 

Inbox us your answer and contact details. 
Competition closes at Spm every Monday. 

Every week a winner is chosen at 
random and will have £25 to spend with 
any advertiser In that week’s GEM! 

Like us on facebook: 
faoebook.oom/glamorgangefn 



SPANISH EYES SMILING 
ON LOCAL HAIRDRESSING 
APPRENTICE STEPHANIE 


A heauty apprentice 
from Rhoose Point 
has swapped the spa 
where she works to 
experience 
workshops in 
Spain - as part of a 
European exchange 
project. 

Stephanie Simmonds, 
from The Vale Spa, 
Hensol, is currently in 
Tarragona, Spain, along 
with three other hair and 
beauty apprentices from 
Bridgend, Ammanford 
and Haverfordwest. 

Stephanie, a former 
pupil at Llantwit Major 
Comprehensive School, 
has been chosen to take 
part in the Health and 
Beauty Network Europe 
project, which involves 
short exchanges of four 
hair and beauty 
apprentices and two staff 
from Bridgend-based 
ISA Training, with 
colleges in Spain, Poland 
and Turkey. 

The project aims to 
enhance the learning 
experience of 

apprentices, increase 
their confidence and 
broaden their career 
horizons. 

Stephanie is taking 
part in colour workshops 
by Schwarzkopf, Hot 


THE Independent 
Monitoring board 
(IMB) is recruiting 
members at HMP 
YOI Parc, Bridgend, 
to help monitor the 
“fair, reasonable and 
decent treatment of 
prisoners”. 

Members of the are 
the eyes and ears of 
Ministers and monitor 
day-to-day life in prison 
to ensure standards of 
care. 

Jean Davies, Chair of 
the IMB at HMP YOI 
Parc, said: “Because of 
the expansion at HMP 
YOI Parc we are seeking 
to appoint a number of 
new members to the 
board. The role involves 
visiting the prison and 
checking that the correct 
policies and procedures 
laid down by 
government are being 
followed. 

“We are entirely 
independent of the 
prison service and G4S 
which runs the HMP 


YOI Parc, and have a 
statutory duty to report 
our observations or any 
concerns we might have 
to the Secretary of State 
for Justice. 

“We are from a wide 
range of backgrounds 
and you do not need any 
special qualifications or 
experience as we will 
provide all necessary 
training and support. 

You need to be 
enthusiastic, open 
minded, possess 
effective communication 
skills and have the 
ability to exercise sound, 
objective judgment.” 

HMP YOI Parc in 
Bridgend, is a Male 
Category B prison which 
a section for youth 
offenders. It is currently 
undergoing an expansion 
programme and will 
have the capacity to hold 
over 1500 prisoners. 

Visit 

WWW. justice .gov.uk/about 
/imb to find out how 
being an IMB Member 
can benefit you. 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 
Kittens, young 
and older cats - 

All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered £ microchipped 

Charity No. 1020630 
A// our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and small items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome and now you can text 

maws 11 to 70070 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 
Thanking everyone for their continued support 



Volunteering 
opportunity at 
Park Prison 


on a wider role? 


ON April 28, the 
Vale Council’s 

cabinet will 

consider a report on 
the future of library 
services in the Vale 
that stipulates no 
libraries will close. 

Instead, the council is 
considering working in 
partnership with 

community groups and 
volunteers to broaden 
their use. 

Coun Neil Moore, 
Leader of the council, 
said: “No changes to 
library services in the 
Vale have been agreed. 
However, due to the 
financial pressure that we 
are currently facing, 
cabinet will be 
considering a report on 
the future of libraries in 
the Vale. No library 
closures are being 
proposed. 

“The proposed 

changes that will be 
given consideration are 
the result of an in-depth 
review of the library 
service and have been 
shaped by a programme 


of consultation with both 
library users and library 
staff. 

“Eollowing 
consideration by cabinet, 
the report will then be 
referred to the Lifelong 
Learning Scrutiny 
committee for their 
comment. Lurther 
engagement with the 
local community will 
also be required.” 

Eollowing the review, 
the council has begun to 
have preliminary 

discussions with library 
staff about what the 
changes, if implemented, 
could mean for them. 
Coun Moore said: “It is 
our policy to engage with 
staff at the earliest 
opportunity on issues 
that may affect them. 
Lor this reason library 
managers have had some 
initial discussions with 
staff. 

“In the event of any 
change to how library 
services are delivered, 
we will work very hard to 
ensure that any impact on 
staff is minimal,” he 
added. 



Airbrushing and Creative 
Hairstyling workshops in 
the packed four-day 
itinerary. 

The visit has been 
arranged by ISA 
Training, the largest 
independent hair and 
beauty training provider 
in Wales, in conjunction 
with partners in Spain, 
Turkey and Poland. 

Stephanie, who is 
flying through her Live 
Star beauty 

apprenticeship with ISA 
Training at the 
prestigious Vale Resort 
Spa, said: “I am so lucky 
to have been chosen to go 


Stephanie Simmonds, who is looking forward 
to the Spanish adventure. 


to Tarragona. I can’t wait 
to learn new techniques 
to bring back to the spa.” 

ISA Training’s 

managing director, Berni 
Tyler, thanked the 
owners of all the salons 
in Wales for agreeing to 
release their apprentices 
for five days. 

“We now live in a 
global age and we need 
to provide exciting 
learning opportunities for 
our work based learners,” 


said Mrs Tyler. 

“We have much to 
learn from other 

countries and they can 
also learn from us. 

“We want to enhance 
the learning experience 
and inspire our learners 
to realise that 

hairdressing and beauty 
therapy are professions 
that can grant them a 
passport to travel the 
world.” 


Libraries to take 
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Sparkling clean oven 
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CONTRARY TO CLAIMS, COUNCIL HAS NOT 

BEEN DRAGGED KICKING AND SCREAMING 


I CANNOT begin this month without 
confirming that, at long last, contracts 
between the Vale Council, the Welsh 
Government and the Waterfront Housing 
Consortium have finally been signed. 

Regrettably, I am not surprised that other political 
parties have claimed credit, when they actually had 
no involvement. 

I have confirmed many times that the second road 
to the Island would be built as soon as possible, and 
that the legal detail needed lengthy negotiations to 
achieve it and also to protect Vale taxpayers’ money. 

No-one has forced us “kicking and screaming” to 
get it done. I want to make it clear that without the 
hard work of Vale officers, it would not have been 
achieved, albeit on the last minute on March 31. 

I am also happy that a recent report on the Vale 
Council’s waste management confirms that services 
have improved during 2012/13. The cost of 
providing the household waste service has reduced 
and is the third lowest in Wales, on a per household 
basis. 

I would like to thank the Vale team for their 
efforts, which are much appreciated by everyone. 

Assembly visitors 

WE take every opportunity to support and to 
promote the Vale and since writing my last 
column, we have welcomed a plethora of Welsh 
Government Ministers. 

We have met with Jane Hutt AM, our directly- 
elected Assembly Member and Finance Minister, 
several times and Jane has accompanied me and 
several of my cabinet colleagues, visiting various 
locations in the Vale. 

Carl Sergeant AM, Minister for Housing and 
Regeneration, has visited on two occasions, initially 
looking at the new development at the old 
magistrates court, which incorporates social 
housing within the site. 

Carl also visited a private house that had been 
empty for some considerable time, which is now 
being renovated through the Welsh Government’s 
empty homes strategy. 

This renovation is a partnership between the 
council, Welsh Government, and United Welsh 
Housing Association using SMK, a local building 
contractor to carry out the work. 


United Welsh will then rent it as a family home. 
On my visit, I was accompanied by Coun Bronwen 
Brooks, and we were very impressed with the 
concept and are looking forward to seeing the 
finished home, which will only take about four 
weeks to complete. 

Leisure talks 

LAST week, Coun Gwyn John and I had a 
meeting with John Griffiths AM, Minister for 
Culture and Sport, who visited us to find out how 
our extremely popular leisure centres are being 
operated and how our partnership with 
Parkwood Leisure was developing. 

After that, he discussed walking and cycling 
provision in the Vale, visited the Pumphouse with 
Coun Lis Burnett and Jane Hutt AM, to see how 
Welsh Government and the Vale Council working 
together are bringing the building back to positive 
use. 

John Griffiths AM will be returning to the Vale to 
launch a new ‘Love the Welsh Coast Campaign’, 
where he will be walking part of the coastal path at 
Southerndown with members of various groups, 
council officers and Vale councillors on Saturday, 
May 3. 

The importance of these visits can be seen, 
following the visit of Edwina Hart, Minister for 
Economy, Science and Transport, who, since her 
visit to hear about the Vale’s Greenlinks service, has 
announced that the Vale of Glamorgan is to be one 
of two pilot projects funded by the Welsh 
Government to explore new ways of delivering 
public transport services. 

Last week, I met with Huw Lewis AM, Minister 
for Education and Skills and discussed various 
issues. Later Huw, Coun Chris Elmore, Jane Hutt 
AM and I met with the recently elected youth 
cabinet, along with other members of the Vale youth 
forum and forum trustees. 

They greeted him with enthusiasm and grilled 
him in depth about several topical education issues. 
I know he was impressed and the young members 
should be congratulated for their efforts. 

Actually, the new youth forum had quite a busy 
afternoon. Earlier that day the youth cabinet also 
quizzed Coun Elmore and me on various issues, 
while also answering questions from Peter Collins a 
local reporter. 


Youth role 

ON the subject of the youth cabinet, I would like 
to thank all the young people who have 
contributed to the new initiative in forming a 
youth cabinet to work with Vale cabinet 
members. 

Elections to the youth cabinet took place recently 
with members of the Vale’s youth forum electing the 
seven successful candidates and I had the honour of 
announcing the results on Monday, March 31. 

I would like to congratulate the youth forum 
members for their work in electing the youth 
cabinet, which I understand to be the only one in 
Wales. 

The members of the first Vale youth cabinet are: 
Tom Chandler, Emily Peters, Jessica Peters, Ellis 
Rosser, Candy Srinivas, Emme Srinivas and Niclas 
Want. They represent all parts of the Vale and are at 
different stages of their education. 

They have already shown themselves to be adept 
and very committed. Once they have settled into 
the youth cabinet role, they will be electing a youth 
mayor during Local Democracy Week. 

I would like to put on record my thanks to the 
staff of the Vale’s youth service who have enabled 
our commitment to come to fruition. 

More importantly, I would like to thank all the 
young people who have given up so much of their 
time and effort into supporting this project. 

Whether or not they were successful in becoming 
a youth cabinet member does not matter. Their 
voice will still be heard through their 
representatives and I know they have all gained 
experience from their efforts. I have certainly 
enjoyed meeting with them and look forward to 
working with them in the years ahead. 

It was good to catch up with the dedicated staff 
and presenters at Bro Radio’s fifth birthday party in 
the Dolphin Bar on the Island. It’s hard to believe 
that the majority of people who work at the station 
are volunteers as they do a tremendous job. 

I wish Bro Radio continued success, along with 
their partner organisation. Digital Media Enterprise 
at Barry YMCA. They are a credit to the town and 
I congratulate them on their professionalism and 
commitment. Here’s to another five years and 
beyond. 

I was also recently invited to speak to the Barry 


VIEW FROM THE VALE 
by Coun 

NEIL 
MOORE 

Leader of the 

Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Council 

Men’s Eorum, which I enjoyed and where I was 
asked some very pertinent questions, which I was 
happy to answer and at the same time put some false 
rumours to bed. 



No library closures 

TALKING of false rumours, I would like clarify 
the current situation in relation to the Vale’s 
libraries and to rebut any rumours that the 
council has decided to close libraries, or has 
given library staff redundancy notices. 

We have been carrying out an in-depth review of 
libraries and that review might mean some changes 
to the way services are delivered, but we do not 
intend to close any libraries. 

All the suggestions in the review still have to be 
consulted upon and that review will be openly 
discussed by cabinet on April 28. 

Can I suggest that anyone interested should read 
the full report and comment on it in due course and 
not listen to rumour? If anyone has any additional 
questions, please get in touch with me or my cabinet 
colleagues. 

Einally, I couldn’t end my column without paying 
tribute to the success of Barry Town Eootball Club 
and their promotion to the second division, another 
example of the passion and commitment of the club 
and of local people. 

I should also congratulate Llantwit Major Rugby 
Club on reaching the final of the SWALEC Bowl 
Competition. Good luck when they meet CRC 
Caerdydd in the final. 

Well done all, the sky is the limit! 
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Unit 1 York Park, Bridgend Industrial Estate, 
Bridgend CF31 3TB 

Opening Soon 


01633 479 573 

Part of the G2S Group Ltd Calls charged at a local rate from landlines, mobile costs vary, consult your provider. WWW.gZS Wd LgS.CO. U Ic 


10YEAR GUARANTEE ON ALL PRODUCTS ♦ FREE QUOTES 
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*Other colours available, please contact us for details or visit wvvw.g2swales.co.uk. 

The G2S Croup reserve the right to withdraw any offer without prior notice. Photographs and illustrations are for illustrative purposes only, and the copyright belongs to G2S Group Ltd. 
Each section of a bay window counts as one window. Colours and finishes available at extra cost. Finance available on all orders over £1000, subject to status, terms and conditions apply. 
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Out and About with The GEM 


Amazing Spiderman 2 

FLAWED BUT FUN! 


THE Amazing Spiderman 2 is a lesson in 
cinema commercialism if there ever was 
one, being the fifth film in 14 years about 
the arachnid-empowered superhero. 

Director Sam Raimi made three with Tobey 
Maguire as his lead and now there are two from 
Marc Webb {500 Days of Summer, 2009) and the 
English actor Andrew Garfield - and there are at 
least another two planned; and so you have to 
admire the ingenious ways that Sony-Columbia- 
Marvel have found to continually tell us stories 
we’ve been told countless times before. 

Two of the most successful genres in cinema at 
the moment are the superhero and the young 
adult - and the appeal of Spiderman is that he is 
possessed of both and remains perhaps the most 
‘comic book’ of them all. 

It is the only young-person superhero franchise, 
and it is that adolescence that allows the leads to 
energetically explore such themes as young love, 
youthful exuberance and questionable judgement. 

Of course, teenage dilemmas come with 
parental issues and in this chapter, Peter Parker 
(Spiderman’s true identity, if you didn’t know) is 
plagued by questions about his own parents, who, 
it seems abandoned him in childhood - and 


B5C Bargain Huntfilming here both days 


Up to 1,000 stands inside and outside 


The Antiques Fair of Wales 

THE ROYAL SHOWGROUND LD2 3SY 

Sat 3rd Si^Sun 4th May 2014 

lOam-Spm admission £5. Early entry Sat 8.30am £10 


UK SLOverseas exhibitors in two massive stand fitted halls and buildings plus 
the outside stands all across the Showground. Fine jewellery from £50- 
£10,000, firniture, longcase and bracket clocks, silver items,fine porcelain, 
Worcester, Derby Linton, Mooraofi, Doulton etc. Toys, glass, linen, texti}es,Jine 
paintings by leading artists. Medals, militaria, stamps, postcards, prime coins 
and tens of thousands of collectables. 

Disabled facilities • Restaurants • DogsWelcome 

WWW. con tin uityfairs. co. uk 
V:^^1584 873634^£7703J58600j_£78M 67221^^ 
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OCEAN LOUNGE 

PORTHKERRY 

WE ARE NOW OPEN: 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTS 
& DAYTIME SUNDAYS 

Saturday 3rd May 

Great Entertainer 

Saturday 10th May 

CERIE ANN FOSTER 

Female Vocalist 

Saturday 17th May 


Sunday 18th May 

BEER & BOOT 

Live Music & Hair Metal Sensations 
j “12 BORE” Taking it to the max from 12 midday 

Every Friday Karaoke, Games & 
Shenanigans with Friday Funday 


every Friday & Saturday 

Limited Speciai Offer 

SUNDAY LUNCH 

ONLY £2.99 - Bookings Only 


every Sunday from 12 midday 

To find us: click directions@www.firejoust.com 


Find us on 

iKfliKMk 


01446 710362/711538 


FILM REVIEW 

by 

ROBERT FISHER 

also by the promise he was forced to make to the 
father of his love-interest Gwen Stacey, played by 
Emma Stone before he died - who warned Peter to 
stay away from his daughter. 

And further to that is Harry Osbourn, played 
marvellously by Dane De Haan {Chronicle, 2012), 
Peter’s childhood friend, who having gone away to 
boarding school returns to New York just in time to 
be handed a poisoned chalice by his dying father. 

Andrew Garfield’s Spiderman (whose gangly 
adolescence bears a passing similarity to Andy 
Murray), may well be out and about in the world, 
but he still has one foot in school; and in this way 
he is still very much an adolescent dealing with 
adult problems. 

Parker breaks up with Gwen, who prepares to 
head off for a new life in England. 

He then has to deal with a brace of super 
villains in De Haan’s Green Goblin and Jamie 
Eoxx’s Max Dillon/Electro, neither of whom 
really want to be criminals, but inadvertently turn 
to evil as a last resort, perhaps in a perfect world 
they might even have been friends with Spidey. 

Parker receives Gwen’s message indicating her 
intention to move to England, and manages to 
catch her just in time, professes his love for her, 
and they agree to go to England together - but in 
tragic irony, he leaves her to go and fight Electro. 

As a theme-park ride, Spiderman does deliver, 
but the strongest scenes in the film are those 
between Garfield and Stone and then Garfield and 
DeHaan, where they bond over being children of 
fathers who sacrificed family for their work. 

Andrew Garfield’s Peter Parker has charm and 
there is a genuine romantic spark between him and 
Emma Stone, who is sharp, clever and cute. 
Without her, this film would clunk rather than 
sparkle. 

The film is far from being perfect, it may have 
dodgy logic and there may be a few too many 
jokes, but it remains fun cinema, satisfying and 
with an emotive twist in the tail. 


IN BRIEF 

CARDIFF Motorcycle Club, which meets at the 
Red Lion Public House, Bonvilston, on the last 
Saturday of every month at 2pm, is holding a 
show at Whitchurch High School, Cardiff, on 
Sunday, May 11. 

R/ioose hingo 

THE management committee at Rhoose 
Community Hall is holding another of its 
Saturday bingo afternoons at the hall in Stewart 
Road this Saturday, April 26 at 2pm. 
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Free family cinema 

THERE will be a free showing for residents, 
of the movie Rise of the Guardians on 
Friday, May 2, from 6pm-8pm at Parkside 
Christian Centre, St Bride’s Way 

The venue has a widescreen projector, surround 
sound and cheap sweets are also on sale. For more 
information, contact Barry Communities First on 
01446 709432. 


Through the glass darkly 

GLASS Darkly, a powerful glass exhibition 
reflecting a young artist’s experience of living 
with Multiple Sclerosis, is currently being staged 
in Canton. 

Rosa Trowbridge-Hamilton is a young glass 
artist who contracted Multiple Sclerosis aged 
just 16. The show is at Oriel Canfas Gallery in 
Canton, Cardiff until May 17. 


fr 





Our GEM Facebook winner for April 17 is: 

Mellissa Williams 

who correctly answered last week’s 
question in The GEM.The answer was: 

JOHN M MORGAN 

Our lucky winning reader, chosen at random 
wins a £25 prize voucher to spend with any 
advertiser in last week’s GEM. 

The competition runs every week 
throughout 2014 with a potential prize 
fund of £1,150. 

REMEMBER TO LIKE US AND SHARE 
ON FACEBOOK: 

facebook.com/glamorgangem 
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Date 

Day 

Destination 

Adult 

Fare 

OAP 

Child 

22/4/2014 

Tuesday 

Oakwood Park or Folly Farm (Coach Only) 

£9.50 

£9.00 

26/4/2014 

Saturday 

West Midlands Safari (Coach Only) 

£14.50 

£13.50 

06/5/2014 

Tuesday 

Abergavenny Market 

£9.95 

£9.50 

10/5/2014 

Saturday 

Malvern Spring Gardening Show (Coach Only) 

£11.50 

£10.50 

17/5/2014 

Saturday 

London Flyer, Sights or London Show (Coach Only) 

£15.50 

£15.00 

24/5/2014 

Saturday 

Drayton Manor (Coach Only) 

£14.00 

£13.00 

26/5/2014 

Monday 

Oakwood Park or Folly Farm (Coach Only) 

£9.50 

£9.00 

07/6/2014 

Saturday 

Stratford Upon Avon 

£12.95 

£11.95 

13/6/2014 

Friday 

Cotswolds, 4 Day Short Break Weekend 

£171.50 

£171.50 

14/6/2014 

Saturday 

Oxford City Centre 

£14.00 

£13.50 

21/6/2014 

Saturday 

Ross on Wye labels’ & Gloucester Quays 

£11.50 

£10.50 

28/6/2014 

Saturday 

Cotswolds Villages - Day Trip 

£11.95 

£10.95 

05/7/2014 

Saturday 

Street Village & Weston Super Mare 

£12.50 

£11.50 

12/7/2014 

Saturday 

Worcester 

£13.75 

£13.00 

18/7/2014 

Friday 

Cheshire, 4 Day Short Break Weekend 

£185.00 

£185.00 

19/7/2014 

Saturday 

Haverfordwest & St Davids City 

£14.00 

£13.50 

23/7/2014 

Wednesday 

Royal Welsh Show, Coach Only 

£12.00 

£11.50 

25/7/2014 

Friday 

Lincoln, 4 Day Short Break Weekend 

£159.50 

£159.50 

11/8/2014 

Monday 

Norwich & Sandringham, 5 Day Holiday, 4* 

£264.00 

£264.00 

01/9/2014 

Monday 

Cork Ireland, 5 Day Holiday, 4* Hotel 

£355.00 

£355.00 

3/10/2014 

Friday 

Cotswolds, 4 Day Short Break Weekend 

£171.50 

£171.50 


Additional Summer, Autumn & Winter dates will be added to our full 
2014 programme. Minimum passenger numbers are required, therefore 
early reservation is essential. Local pickups throughout South Wales. 


Day Tt^s & Tours 
Spring & Summer 2014 


Short Break 
Holidays 
Summer 2014 


Friday 13th June & 
17th October 2014. 
Cotswolds, 4 days 
Friday to Monday. 
Adults £171.50. 

Friday 18th July 
2014. Cheshire, 

4 days Friday to 
Monday. 

Adults £185. 

Friday 27th July 
2014. Lincoln, 

4 days Friday to 
Monday. 

Adults £159.50. 

Monday 11th 
August 2014. 
Norwich 5 days 
Monday to Friday. 
Adults £264. 

Monday 1st 
September 2014. 
Cork, Ireland, 

5 days Monday 
to Friday. 

Adults £355. 


Call our reservations 
line for further 
information on 
01656 660366 






For further information on our day trips or the hire of coaches or mini-buses 

Telephone 01656 660366 

or call at Cresta Coaches, Unit 6, Litchard Industrial Estate, Bridgend, CF31 FAL 
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'Despite the pain, it was worth every drop of sweat and every tear' 

Daniel’s journey to Africa on ‘Courage 
to make a Difference Kilimanjaro climb’ 


A campaigner for health services in Africa 
completed the challenge of a lifetime by 
taking part in a charity climb of Mount 
Kilimanjaro. 

Daniel Nadzo is well known in Barry and 
Bridgend for his work for River Africa, a charity 
which seeks to improve the hospital provision for 
mums and babies in his native Zimbabwe. 

Last year, he told The GEM about his dream of 
climbing the highest peak on the continent of Africa 
for a cause close to his heart. 

He told The GEM: “On Tuesday, March 18,1 left 
my family and set off on an exhilarating adventure to 
trek up Mount Kilimanjaro and touch ‘the roof of 
Africa’ to raise funds to start a chicken project in 
Zimbabwe for the charity River Africa. 

“The funds raised from the chicken project will be 
used to build a mother and baby clinic in a hard to 
reach area of Zimbabwe.” 

At 19,341 feet. Mount Kilimanjaro is the highest 
‘free-standing’ peak in the world. It is located in 
Tanzania and is composed of three volcanic cones: 
Kibo, Mawenzi and Shira. In popular culture, it was 
immortalised in Ernest Hemingway’s short story 
‘The Snows of Kilimanjaro’. In fact, Daniel 
experienced those ‘snows’ on his push for the 
summit. 

Daniel took a six hour flight from Heathrow 
Airport to Doha; a second five hour flight on to Dar 
es Salaam, and then a one-hour flight to Kilimanjaro 
Airport. 

Daniel said: “The friendly face of my ‘Shah Tours’ 
representative waiting for me with a vehicle to take 
me to Mountain Inn was very welcome. 

“The sight of Kilimanjaro’s magnificent peak, 
which appeared to float above the clouds in front of 
me, took my breath away as we drove to Mountain 
Inn. I have climbed it before but no matter how many 
times you see it, the effect is the same.” 

Daniel spent three days at Mountain Inn 
acclimatising and recovering from the jet lag. 

“Mount Kilimanjaro soared up into the sky in the 
distance, providing inspiration and intimidation in 



ABOVE: Breakfast - and one of 
Africans most arresting views. 

equal measure!” 

On the fourth day Daniel and the members of his 
party set off to conquer the legendary peak. 

“Eollowing a hearty breakfast we jumped into a 
4x4. The excitement was palpable as we started our 
drive to Machame Gate to begin the climb. 

“Cruising along the road I could see Kilimanjaro 
from my window and it looked magnificent in the 
distance. 

“It became apparent to us that there was more 
snow up on the peak than there had been the previous 
day. At Machame Gate, I went to register our climb 
with the rangers, then we set off. 

“We ambled along the track up into the rain forest, 
and came upon some blue monkeys within a few 
metres of our trek. They didn’t appear to be too 
bothered by our presence. 

“A few hundred metres into the trail the path 
became much steeper, snaking up through the green 
forest, up past hanging tendrils and huge ferns.” 

Above the 2,200 metre point, the party paused to 
get their breath. Eor some people, the difficulty of a 
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C '.S. Hoxoll is a family business 
established since 1990 


C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

Plumbing, Heating & Electrical Work 

Ov«r 35 years axparlanca in the industry. 


WORCESTE 


1% 


Bu»h Oroup 

Gas, Oil & Solid Fuel 
Boiler Installations. 
Please take advantage 
of our Free Survey 
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Bottle Gas 
available 

(FIs Gas 



Servicing 
from £80 
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Installatioa. 
Service 
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Breakdown 

pun AHEAD FOR YOUR HEATMG SBtVICE. I-- 
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Itesltef site VrslBSfs ssspOM * 

For stores and gas phone 01446 772292 
For main office and general enquiries call 01446 772444 
or freephone 0800 8491254 


Vis:t our website: www.csbox3U.co.uk 
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trek at altitude was beginning to set in. 

“I reminded them to take it slow - ‘pole pole’ in 
Swahili. We trekked for five hours, stopping for a 
packed lunch with an amazing view. 

“We arrived at our camp to find that our ever 
competent porters had already set up camp and were 
in the process of preparing our evening meal. 

“In the wake of our meal we all crawled exhausted 
into our two man tents for a fitful night’s sleep.” 

SILENCE AND SNOW 

The daily routine of a long, upward march was 
repeated every day for five days. The difference for 
the walkers was that every step became more 
laboured as they ascended higher altitudes and fought 
every step of the way. 

“On the penultimate day, we hiked for just over 
eight hours from Barranco to Barafu camp and with 
only four hours sleep, we were woken up at 11.30pm 
to start our eight hour summit attempt. 

“We drank tea and biscuits before we set off. 

“Snow began to fall in the silence of the night as 
we trudged slowly up the dark track. 

“The darkness hugged the skyline ahead, except 
for odd clusters of snaking lights from other groups 
silently navigating their way to Uhuru Peak.” 

For Daniel and his companions, it was the most 
agonising part of the climb. 

“I occasionally looked back to encourage people 
behind me who were suffering and struggling to 
breathe. Some were gasping for air with every step. 
We endured this for six to seven hours.” 

But having come so far, Daniel was determined to 
reach his final goal. 

“I kept motivated by reminding myself of the 
reasons why I had embarked upon this journey. 

“I thought of the sick wife in Zimbabwe whose 
husband has to take her to the rural clinic in a 
wheelbarrow on a four hour walk 

“I thought of the suffering infants and expectant 
mothers that will be supported by River Africa, and 
gritted my teeth and kept moving. 

“We paused briefly to take stock of everyone’s 
health. A few people did not feel well, so the decision 
was made to split the group and send those that did 
not feel well back down accompanied by the deputy 
guide and two porters. 

“The rest of us ploughed onward and upward. 
Hours passed as we hiked up in a stupor-like state. 

“The local head-guide quietly muttered something 
and pointed to a shining light up ahead. It was Stella 
Point, a key landmark in our ascent. 

“I informed other members of the group that we 
were now very near to the summit and it would take 
us a further 50 to 60 minutes to get there.” 

The moment the party reached the summit was a 
never to be forgotteii- ^^^^^_^^^^_^ 
moment. 

Daniel explained: “The 
rising sun cast a fier ^ 
orange glow enveloping 
the snow-capped mountaii i 
with its golden rays. The 
faint golden light seeme(' 
to bleed across the horizon, 

“We stopped h • 
appreciate the view. Prom 
that point we could see 
awe-inspiring whih: 
glaciers gleaming to the 
east and the snowy crate • 
to the west. 

“Most of the people in 
the group had never seen 
such an enchanting site am' 
started to feel emotional. 

“Some had tear; 

running down their faces. 

Hugs and kisses were 
exchanged as peoph: 
shared this enthralling 
moment of a lifetime. 

“I plan to return late • 


ABOVE: Daniel Nadzo with his 
fellow Kilimanjaro climbers. 



ABOVE: Mount Kilimajaro - 
immortalised in African folklore and one 
of the continents unforgettable sights. 

this year with a small group to attempt to conquer 
Kilimanjaro a second time and touch the ‘roof of 
Africa’ once more. 

“Although we had about eight more hours to 
descend down to Mweka camp for our last night on 
the mountain, the sense of elation was clear on 
everyone’s faces. 

“Everyone expressed the opinion that despite the 
pain and effort it was worth every drop of sweat, 
every effort and every tear.” 

Daniel raised £6,105 for River Africa. If you want 
to support him, go to: www.justgiving.com/Daniel- 
Nadzo 

If you are interested in Climbing Kilimanjaro 
contact River Africa at 

killimanjaro@riverafrica.org; for more information 
go to: www.riverafrica.org 


Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home. 

Typically £10.50 per hour Inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. ^ 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 

01656 349 296 
01443 625019 
02920 291 000 
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timeforyou 

.co.uk 


STEAMED UP 
DOUBLE GLAZING? 
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Broken or niirmjflniil Windows^ 
Faulty Hingas, Handles or Locks? 
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S year guarantee on rww doubSkgtezir^ 


c 2 


..we make money perfectly clear 


Call Freephone 0800 61 21 118 
www.cl 
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VAT FREE 20% OFF EVERYTHING VAT FREE 20% OFF EVERYTHING VAT FREE 20% OFF EVERYTHING 
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WINDOWS, DOORS 




CONSERVATORIES. 


10a Ewonny Road, Bridgend CF31 3HL 
Unit 2 Leckwith Road. CardHf CF11 SAP 

Tel: Bridgend 01656 349515 
Cardiff 02920 508770 
Barry 01446 439212 
Freephone 0800 8030821 

www.mpnwindows.com 


mm 
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hurry Our 

VAT SALE ends soon 

. 6YALE ft ray wMo® Mly 
. ft Ray YftLE composite doors 

I .ftRay Frencli or paPo doors lityiomaiss 

1 ♦ A Rated bifolding doors fitted from £1,495 
I . Consenratortes fully fity loo o]| 

FREE tiling and undertor heating itom £7,500 

THAT’S VAT FREE 
DON’T MISS OUT 


Our Double and Triple Glazed Windows 

NO VAT TO PAY! 

Sales lines open from 9am - 9pm 
7 days a week 


lay 







Yale Secured PVC 
Front Doors 


10 year guarantee 
beautiful designs 


4 

f 


" . i 


only 
£ 550 * 

fully fitted! 

PVC Back 
Doors 

£ 499 * 

^Mention This Ad When Ordering 


Bridgend 01656 349515 • Cardiff 02920 508770 • Barry 01446 439212 


E-mai: mpnwindowsOaol.com 
Sbowrooms at: 10a Ewanny Road, Bndoand CF31 3HL 
Unit 2 Lackwtth Road, Cardiff CFl 1 SAP 
Open 9am to 7pm • 7 days a week 


A Rated Free Glass 

Full Repair Service Available 

Fascias, Gutters & Downpipes, Supplied & Fitted 

0% Finance Available Buy Now, 
Pay Next Year 

FREE Conservatory Design Service 
• FREE Quotations 

FREE ONLINE QUOTES AT 

www.mpnwindows.com 

Probably the best windows 
and doors In Wales! 


FENSA 


*1snM snd concMora eppV 


AiAheriMd and refiAalsd by Vie fCA 



ro 

P 


VAT FREE 20% OFF EVERYTHING VAT FREE 20% OFF EVERYTHING VAT FREE 20% OFF EVERYTHING 
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Runs 1 April to 31 October 
Rhedeg 1 Ebrill - 31 Hydref 

/^ave you > 

A «aste service 


01656 643643 


How green is 
YOUR garden? 

Register for our new garden waste 
collection service and you’ll get: 

^Collections from your kerbside 
^Reusable recycling sacks 

'A great way to help the environment 

There is an annual subscription charge of £27 
and concessions are available for pensioners 



Pa mor wyrdd yw 
eich gardd CHI? 

Cofrestrwch ar gyfer ein gwasanaeth casgiu 
gwastraff gardd newydd er mwyn caei: 

• Casgliadau o’ch cartref 
^^^chau ailgylchu y gallwch eu hailddefnyddio 
^ ‘ • Ffordd wych o helpu’r amgylchedd 

Codir tal tanysgrifio blynyddol o £27 ac mae 
gostyngiadau ar gael i bensiynwyr 


For more information go to /1 gael mwy o wybodaeth ewch i 

www.bridgend.gov.uk 

or email / neu anfonwch e-bost at talktous@bridgend.gov.uk 

Text relay service / Gwasanaeth cyfnewid negeseuon testun 

18001 (01656)643643 

Follow us on Twitter / Dilynwch ni ar Twitter: @BridgendCBC 


Cyngor Bwrdeistref Sirol 

INKIER 


§ 


Bridgend 

County Borough Council 
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Business, Legal & Finance 


In the modern world, good 
legal and financial advice is 
more important than ever! 


I F there is one 
thing that 
governments of 
all political 
persuasions like to 


do, it is to make 
changes to legal, 
pension and 
financial rules. 

Who would have 


thought, for 
instance, that the 
Government would 
invite people to take 
their pension in 


The rise of guarantor 
agreements: Will it 
mean guaranteed rent or 
guaranteed problems? 


A t Newbold 
Solicitors, we 
are noticing 
an increase in the 
use of guarantor 
agreements to 
provide security 
and a guarantee for 
landlords when 
entering into 
tenancy agreements 
with new or even 
existing tenants. 

They are becoming 
particularly common 
where tenants are in 
receipt of a low or fixed 
income, such as part 
time employment or 
state benefits. 

A guarantor 
agreement can be 
attractive to both the 
landlord and the tenant; 
the tenant provides extra 
security to the landlord 
and may be a suitable 
tenant as a result. 

For the landlord, there 
is the reassurance that if 
the tenants defaults or 
falls short on their rent, 
any remaining sums can 
be sought from a reliable 
source. 

We have seen 
landlords and tenants 


who have had problems 
in either enforcing these 
agreements, or tenants 
whose guarantors refuse 
to pay the rent that is 
owed. We have even 
seen guarantors 
themselves who appear 
to be tied in indefinitely 
to an agreement that 
they want to be released 
from. 

These types of 
agreements should be 
carefully considered and 
drafted. We have seen 
many agreements that 
have not been correctly 
witnessed, guarantors 


landlords or tenants to 
resolve any short term 
problems and provide 
practical long term 
advice to avoid problems 
from rearing in the 
future. 

If you are a tenant 
who is experiencing 
difficulties in paying rent 
and your guarantor 
refuses to pay your 
shortfall, a landlord who 
needs enforce an 
agreement against a 
guarantor, or a 
guarantor who wishes to 
withdraw from an 
agreement, contact our 


who are in receipt of low dedicated housing 


incomes and cannot 
afford to provide a 
guarantee, and 
agreements that only 
provide liability for rent 
and not damage or 
unpaid utilities and 
agreements for an 
unspecified term. 

Agreements can often 
be useless and 
unenforceable as a 
result. 

As landlord and 
tenant experts, at 
Newbold Solicitors we 
can advise any party in 
an agreement; we can 
check a document’s 
validity, negotiate with 


department on 0330 123 
11 31. 


cash, rather than as 
an annuity? 

Again, who would 
have thought that a 
Government 
minister would say 
that if that 
pensioner chose to 
spend that cash on a 
Lamborghini, it 
would be quite all 
right with him? 

It is pretty 
unlikely that any 
local legal or 
financial consultant 
here in the Vale 
would offer the 
Lamborghini option 
to a client. 


What Vale 
residents can look 
forward to here is an 
expert guide through 
the myriad 
regulations that 
cover legal, 
financial, rental, and 
care matters. 

In this ever- 
changing world, 
with pitfalls around 
every corner, good 
quality advice is 
quite simply more 
important than ever. 

There comes a time 
when everyone needs 
an expert! 


Professional mortgage 


advice 

K 


with a smile! 


EVIN BUTT, expertise covers a wide 


mortgage 
advisor with 
Dorchester 
Consultants Limited, 
Independent 
Mortgage Brokers, is 
pleased to be 
working with Steve 
Nicholls Estate 
Agents in High 
Street, Barry, 
offering clients a 
personal, friendly 
and professional 
mortgage advice 
service. 

With over 20 years’ 
experience in the 
mortgage industry, his 
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Firm offers face-to- 
face, friendly advice 


ASKELL& 
-WALKER 
Solicitors is a 
well-established 
south Wales firm, 
having been based 
in Cowbridge from 
1878 before 
branching out to 
Bridgend in 1969. 


We specialise in a 
wide range of legal areas 
and pride ourselves on 
possessing the relevant 
expertise to assist you 
with your legal problem. 

You can be assured 
that you are not dealing 
with a faceless law firm; 
you will meet your legal 
adviser and know your 
point of contact 


G&W ;v. 



An ibll‘i.1''•'J, tr'jcl t Mf: I'.itii 

A personal, modern .^.pproarh 

i' .». * d . indrwdu^l if* ' bu!ir 

Cowbridge 01446 772212 
Bridgend 01656 653122 

Conveyancing 

Family & Divorce 
Wills & Probate 
Childcare Law 
Mental Health Law 
Employment Law 


www.gMicotUndwiilkQr com 


throughout your 
involvement with us. 

We strive to provide 
our clients with 
predictable cost 
information, and we 
inform our clients 
immediately if any 
unexpected events occur 
that involves increased 
expenditure - before we 
carry out any further 
work. 

We provide our 
clients with regular 
communication about 
the progress of their 
matter and genuinely 
listen to our clients to 
ensure that an 
appropriate resolution to 
the issue is reached. 

If you are looking for 
a friendly, professional 
service from 
approachable legal 
advisers, be sure to 
contact Gaskell & 
Walker Solicitors. 


range of mortgage 
advice including: 

• First time buyers. 

• Moving home. 

• Investment/Buy to 
Let. 

• Mortgage rate 
reviews. 

So if you need 
mortgage advice, give 


Kevin a call on 07970 
698089 (a fee may be 
charged for mortgage 
advice - the precise 
amount will depend on 
your circumstances). 

Your home may be 
repossessed if you do 
not keep up repayments 
on your mortgage. 


Adey 
Fitzgerald 
Walki 












(er 

Chartered Certified 
Accountants and 
Tax Consultants 

Professional advice 
and a friendly service 

• Free initial consultation 

• New business start-ups 

• Self assessment tax 
returnsAax advice 

• Business accounts for sole 
traders/partnerships and 
companies 

• Company formations/audits 
•VAT and payroll services 

Competitive rates 

The Pavilion, Eastgate, 

Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan 

Tel: (01446) 772299 

also at Barry (01446) 739953 


Dorchester Consultants Ltd 

INDEPENDENT MORTGAGE 
BROKERS 
KEVIN BUTT 

Mortgage Acdvisor 


170 Clare Road. Grangetown, Cardiff CF11 6RX. 
Telephone 07970 698089 
Email: kevin.butt@btopenworld.com 


Dorchester Consultants Ltd is authorised and 
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 
(A fee may be charged for mortgage advice - the precise amount wiii 
depend on your circumstances). 

YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED iFYOU DO NOT KEEP UP 
REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE. 


Up to 60% off your 
flrotiMwMi'orwlPl' 


on the Qdvt 
you ore gi 



Sorry 6lod<uxx>d 


solicitors. 


^Repair & Upgrades 
iWeb Hosting 
^Computer, Laptop 
and Tablets 
^Hardware & Software 
^Stationery & Consumables 
ilfiternet Cafe & much more.. 


40 Holton Road, 01446 747702 

Barry, Vale of Glam, www.tlsystems.co.uk 
CF63 4HD email: mail@tlsystems.co.uk 




Red.jce ycjr 
overtieads and sav'e 
or ousincss costs 


^ "^flexible serv zee, ottices 

Tel: 0800 634 9920 

onquirK’s ict chobu6inos6€Pntreonlin«.co.uk 

trxi w. The BusmessCentr eOnline-co.uk 
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FOR YOUR FREE 
INFORMATION 
PACK & LATEST 
OFFERS 

please do not hesitate 
to contact one of our 
friendly sales team. 



[ 35 % OFF 

VOUCHER 


Family Run Company 
FRCE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES 
FREE DESIGN WORK 
FENSA APPROVED 
NETWORK VEKA REGISTERED 
COMPETITIVE PRICING 
FMB APPROVED 


Future Ideal Homes Ltd 


Network Veka 10 year insurance backed guarantee - your satisfaction guaranteed! 



Repairs and Replacements 

* Fascia and guttering 

* Lead work 

« Misted up glass units 

# Replacement locks and handles 

* Leak and roof repairs 

♦ PVC-u repairs and replacements 

♦ General maintenance 

• NO JOB TO SMALL 


Other services: Supplied and Installed 

0 Home extensions 
0 Loft/garage conversions 

0 Orangeries, Atriums, Glass Houses and Conservatories 
0 Vertex Tile Effect roof 

0 PVC - u windows, box sash, Bi-folding doors front and back doors etc 
0 Aluminium 
0 Glass Balustrades 

0 Bespoke kitchens, bathroom and bedrooms 
0 Full design work and drawings 

0 All our work comes with the CE mark to comply with Legislation and 
all our installers carry the Minimum Technical Competency which is 
now a requirement set out by Building Regulations. 



For mo<« Information pkaiso do not heiitata to contaa one of our friendly ules team today free on; 
0800 032 0921 / 01446 7334S5 or visit our wei>slte; wwwiutureldealhome$ltd.com 


FRONT 

DOORS 

FROM £525 (Fitted) 

BACK 

DOORS 

FROM £450 (Fitted) 



TRUST 

MARK 
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SALE 


CALL NOW 
OR CALL IN! 


01656 



High Quality 'Como' Wardrobes 

In Walnut finish with biack giass doors 

200cm wide (6’7”) 

4 doors (2 with black glass). £495 

250cm wide (8’3”) 

(5 black glass doors). 

300cm wide (9’10”) 

(6 Black glass doors) . £895 

FREE DELIVERY & ASSEMBLY 


CAUNOWU 


BESPOKE BEDROOM 
INSTALLATIONS 

Our bespoke bedrooms and home offices are 
second to none. The huge range is 
professionally Installed by time served 
tradesmen. Free home consultations and 
CAD design service. 



\Mm\i) ©PPQQB 




For the largest choice of fitted and freestanding sliding door 
wardrobes, go to our new website slidingdeerswales.com 
HUGE RANGE OF PRODUCTS 
BOTH FITTED AND FREESTANDING 
INSTALLED BY PROFESSIONALS 
5 OR 10 YEAR GUARANTEES INCLUDED 
LITERALLY THOUSANDS OF DOOR COMBINATIONS 
FREE HOME CONSULTATION WITHOUT OBLIGATION 
CAD DESIGN SERVICE FOR FITTED PRODUCTS 


01656 657526 



SLIDING DOORSWALES.COM 



Town & Country Dedrooms 

www.townandcountrybedrooms.co.uk 



Unit 1 North Point 
Western Avenue 
Bridgend Industriai Est. 
Bridgend CF31 3RX 

Tel: 01656 657526 
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A GARDENER’S DREAM AT THE ROYAL 
HORTICULTURAL SHOW IN CARDIFF 



■ 




THE Royal 
Horticultural Show 
took place in 
Cardiff earlier this 
month. 

It was an 

opportunity for lovers 
of gardening to 
indulge their passion 
with wonderful 
displays of plants, 
flowers and garden 
arrangements. 

Our photographer, 
Glyn Evans, captured 
a number of people 
from the Vale and 
Bridgend area, who 
had made the short 
journey into the 
capital to learn a little 
more about the latest 
innovations and 
creations in the world 
of horticulture. 

As you can see, 
interest in mother 
nature spans the 
generations! 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

OTHER PICTURES ARE 
AVAILABLE FROM THIS EVENT. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 

E-Mail: ffotoimage@tiscali.co.uk 
Telephone 07791 228684 
www.ffotoimage.co.uk 
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GEM SPECIAL REPORT: AN ALARMING 
INCREASE IN THE USE OF FOODBANKS 




ABOVE: John Chapman and his team, who offer a 
life-saving service’for the Bridgend community. 




SOAP or soup. That 
was the choice facing 
an actress friend of 
mine many years 
ago. From a ‘good’ 
background, but 
living in 
prohibitively 
expensive London 
while struggling to 
make her name, she 
was pregnant with 
her first child - and 
yet close to hitting 
rock bottom. 

Managing to liberate a 
piece of soap from a 
public loo, she was 
eventually able to afford a 
small tin of soup-and 
staved off hunger for one 
more night for her and her 
growing baby. 

The memory of this tale 
resonates with alarming 
clarity today, as we, as a 
nation, face the worst 
food crisis in decades. 

Thousands of people 
in Wales and across the 
UK are turning, in 
growing numbers, to 
Food Banks, which are 
now springing up all over 
Britain. 

In Wales, there are 
currently 36, covering 
approximately 80 towns 
and cities. In the last 18 
months alone, 14 new 
banks have opened 
across Wales. 

Last week’s figures 
from the Tmssell Trust, 
which runs most of the 
422 banks nationwide, 
saw a tripling of those 
using their service 
nationwide: 346,992 in 

2012- 2013, and a 
staggering 913,138 in 

2013- 2014. Here in 
Wales, 79,049 visited 
foodbanks in the last year, 
an increase of 120 per 
cent. Shocking. And 
deeply worrying. 

With low wages, lack 
of employment, benefits 
delays and rising food and 
energy costs, you or I 
could so easily be the 
next person affected. 

It is a sobering thought. 
To eat or to heat? Or, 


without the help of a 
Food Bank, possibly 
neither? For thousands 
(close to 1 million in 
Britain), forget 
swallowing a nourishing 
meal, made from fresh 
ingredients, personally 
purchased. 

It’s a case of 
swallowing pride and 
dignity instead, walking 
into a Food Bank and 
taking what is offered 
from a hst of non- 
perishable foods. Handout 
Heaven it certainly isn’t. 

This growing fronthne, 
emergency-food service 
has been much maligned 
since the first bank was 
opened in a Salisbury 
garden shed and garage in 
2000, with one leading 
politician claiming 
recently that users were 
largely those who “were 
not best able to manage 
their finances”. 

Other critics have 
referred to the banks as a 
“sticking plaster 
solution”- temporary in 
nature (the banks supply 
an emergency three-day 
food supply to clients) 
and thus ill-equipped to 
deal with the root causes 
of the poverty plight. 

Claims have also been 
made that some visitors 
are unscrupulously seUing 
on the free food. With 
such negativity clouding 
the excellent work of 
what many clients deem 
‘lifesavers’, I recently 
visited two food banks - 
Nolton Street in Bridgend 
and the Coastlands 
Church in Barry - to try 
to get beneath the pohtical 
posturing and harsh 
assessments. What is hfe 
really like for Food Bank 
users in our area? 

Within minutes of 
entering the Nolton Street 
branch, retired policeman, 
volunteer and trustee John 
Chapman debunked one 
of the major myths: 

“Class doesn’t come in to 
it. I’ve seen people 
coming in and just by 
looking at their manner 
and dress and the way 
they speak, you can teU 
they are middle class. 

This food crisis doesn’t 
discriminate. It could 
affect any one of us”. 

John works alongside 
five other trustees and 
around 30 volunteers, all 
from different walks of 
hfe. I met a retired 
primary schoolteacher 
and a young woman with 
a troubled background, 
who wanted “to give 
something back”. The 
Tmssell Tmst is a 


Christian organisation 
and, as with most of the 
Food Banks, the Bridgend 
one - the second busiest 
in Wales, with 8,721 
visitors last year- began 
in the nearby church. The 
Bridgend volunteers were 
unequivocal: “This work 
is very rewarding”. 

In John’s words: 
“Wearing my Christian 
hat, I try and think of how 
Jesus and his disciples 
would have acted seeing 
people going hungry on 
their doorstep. They 
wouldn’t have turned the 
other cheek”. 

Why does he t hi nk so 
many are in this position? 
“I don’t dwell too much 
on why. It’s not our role 
to consider the political 
agenda, for example, of 
foreign aid versus 
domestic aid and whether 
the Government should 
be doing more. I just get 
on with my job here of 
helping as many as we 
can. In 2012 we helped 
1,648. 

“In 2013,4353. This 
week’s figures, 8,721 
indicate that the numbers 
have nearly doubled 
again. We have more 
visitors than the Cardiff 
foodbanks (8,638 in the 
last year) and yet are a 
much smaller 
population”. 

‘Not scroungers’ 
THE clients I met 
confirmed John’s view 
and that of the Trussell 
Trust: visitors to the 
banks are “absolutely 
not scroungers” and 
“very rarely the 
homeless”. In fact, only 
4 per cent nationwide 
come into the latter 
category. 

Last year, 30 per cent 
of visitors nationwide 
were referred due to 
benefit delays; 18 per cent 
due to low income and 15 
per cent due to benefit 
changes. 

Referrals come from a 
wide range of 
organisations such as 
CAB, job centres, social 
work teams and medical 
professionals. The food 
donated and offered is aU 
non-perishable; tins of 
soup and baked beans, 
dried milk, pasta or rice, 
tea or coffee and breakfast 
cereals. 

Last year, 3,400 tonnes 
of such food was donated 
nationally, with 90 per 
cent coming from the 
public. Other sources 
include supermarkets, 
other charities and, a 
major source for all 


banks, local churches. 

Tony Graham, 
manager of the Wales 
Food Bank Network, 
stresses the importance 
and generosity of local 
communities in keeping 
the service going: “We 
are so grateful to the 
communities for their 
support. We couldn’t 
manage without them”. 

But there is an 
ambivalence in Tony’s 
assessment, echoed by 
many across the country: 
“We are both glad and sad 
about the current 
predicament. Glad, of 
course, that we continue 
to gamer so much support 
and to receive vital 
donations, but sad 
because of the continuing 
rise in numbers”. 

Tony, like John, is also 
keen to talk 

demographics: “So many 
of our clients are from the 
working poor - in jobs, 
but their wages are static 
and cannot keep up with 
the rise in food and fuel 
prices. The people we see 
are those who, 
historically, have been 
coping. This crippling 
recession has turned 
many into borderline 
hunger cases - and has 
tipped thousands over the 
edge”. 

Keen to negate the 
‘free for all’ image, Tony 
stresses: “We are not soup 
kitchens. The banks are 
for emergency aid. You 
can’t just turn up. People 
must have a referral and a 
voucher. I think that lends 
us more credibility in a 
way”. 

‘Jan’ and ‘Mike’, a 
young couple from 
Nantymoel, with a then 
nine week old baby, were 
collecting their three-day 
supply for the second 
time in Bridgend (chents 
have to have a voucher to 
receive the food and can, 
in theory, only use the 
service three times). 

Among the longlife 
fruit juice, jars and tins 
was, for Jan, an 
indispensable item and 
unequivocal lifesaver: 
formula milk for her baby 
son. 

Benefit 

delays 

“WE are here due to 
benefit delays. We both 
have major health 
issues, which mean we 


can’t work. I have 
epilepsy and Mike is my 
constant carer. Our 
council house is riddled 
with black mould and 
we have had to make 
the front room into a 
bedroom for the baby 
and put him outside as 
much as we can, even 
when it’s cold. And he’s 
so tiny - he was born six 
weeks premature. 

“Drug users leave 
needles in our drive. Yes, 
we have a roof over our 
heads, but it’s making us 
ill. This food really is a 
lifeline for us at the 
moment”. 

Mike appeared pale 
and sickly, as he fed his 
son in his arms. His 
mother-in-law, who can 
only see her grandson if 
she meets Mike and Jan at 
the Food Bank, as none of 
them can afford a bus 
fare, cleans toilets for a 
living: “I have always 
worked and paid my way. 
But life is so hard at the 
moment. My wages are 
so low”. And then, as a 
surprisingly optimistic 
afterthought, she adds: 
“But seeing what my son 
and family are going 
through makes me realise 
how lucky I am”. 

Like Jan and Mike, 
another young couple, 
‘Simon’ and ‘Jo’ found it 
“incredibly difficult” to 
turn up at the Bridgend 
Food Bank. The cap-in- 
hand, face-to-face 
procedure is clearly more 
ignominious than a 
benefit payment via a 
bank. But for all visitors, 
it is clearly Hobson’s 
choice. 

“You do feel 
humiliated,” says Jo, two 
carrier bags of tins and 
jars lying next to her. 

“But it’s our only choice. 
We both have mental 
health problems and were 
referred here by our social 
workers. Our benefits are 
late due to a postal error.” 

Simon adds: “I used to 
have my own building 
business. I’ve always 
worked. But then I fell ill 
and got behind with 
things and lost my van. 
You can’t run a building 
business without transport 
- and there’s no way I can 
afford another van at the 
moment. It’s a vicious 
circle”. 

While the clients 
collect their supphes, the 


friendly volunteers chat to 
them, offering tea and 
biscuits - and an 
invaluable listening ear. 
Simon and Jo refuse the 
offer of biscuits. I found 
that touching and, for me 
in my undeniably middle 
class bubble, instructive. 

These are not hfe’s 
freeloaders. They are 
human beings who’ve 
been dealt a bad hand. 
Those of us in our warm, 
comfortable homes 
should not look on 
conplacently. 

Food Bank 

At the Vale Food Bank 
in Barry, established in 
2011 by Sue Lloyd-Selby, 
pastoral care is often 
administered by the pastor 
of the church himself. 
Mike Holmes works 
regularly as a volunteer 
alongside 50 or so others 
and both he and Sue 
stress the importance of 
‘signposting’ clients in 
various directions, so that 
they can access further 
help. 

In despair 

‘TEOPLE invariably 
arrive in distress and 
despair,” observes Sue. 
‘They always begin by 
saying how embarrassed 
they are to be here. We 
try and take that stigpia 
away and gently find 
out what brought them 
here, something other 
agencies may not have 
the time to do”. 

Sue, who juggles her 
daytime job with many 
hours at the Food Banks 
(a second one opened in 
Barry in February and 
there are outlets in Dinas 
Powys and Llantwit 
Major), is angry about the 
ongoing food crisis: “We 
are the seventh wealthiest 
nation in the world, yet 
we have people 
experiencing genuine 
hunger. It’s a disgrace. 
Rising costs and the 
welfare system are 
pushing people into 
poverty. 

“We can and must raise 
these issues with 
politicians - but we must 
also help people at 
grassroots level. There’s a 
perception that the Vale in 
general is an affluent area, 
but we have helped 6,600 
people in the last two 
years. Thousands of those 
are children. 

“Other affluent areas in 


Wales are opening 
banks - the most recent is 
Monmouth. And yes, we 
have had the occasional 
person in from 
Cowbridge”. 

The Coastlands centre 
offers books and clothing, 
as well as food. Sue is 
keen to emphasise that, in 
some cases, ongoing help 
is a necessity. “If people 
continue to struggle ^ter 
they’ve used their three 
vouchers, we don’t just 
abandon them. There are 
mechanisms and 
compassion in place. And 
if someone does turn up 
without one, we always 
sit with them and offer 
them a cup of tea and 
biscuits, to try and sort 
things out”. 

One of the most 
shocking realisations for 
Food Bank workers 
nationwide is that clients 
are unable to accept some 
items: “We have learned 
to ask people whether 
they have a cooker. Many 
don’t, nor a microwave. 
We are devising meal 
plans using only a kettle. 
That’s how desperate 
some people are. We’ve 
occasionally been 
criticised for giving pet 
food, but we’ve heard of 
people who will open a 
tin of tuna and give it to 
their beloved pet. 

“From our experience, 
parents will feed the 
children first, then the 
animals. They always 
come last”. 

Does Sue think she and 
her volunteers can solve 
the hunger problem? “No, 
of course not. There 
should be more help from 
the welfare system. But 
there’s not. I see our work 
as similar to First Aid. 
Ambulance staff can’t 
prevent the accidents, but 
that doesn’t stop them 
from helping, does it?” 

In the Coastlands 


centre, a welcoming 
environment with sofas 
and comfy chairs and a 
constant supply of tea 
from the volunteers, I sat 
and chatted to Stephan, 
aged 38. Having been 
helped by the Food Bank, 
he now works there as a 
volunteer and brings his 
partner and two young 
children with hi m. 

Endearingly, while I 
talked to Stephan, his 
partner sat with their son 
reading one of the many 
books available. Stephan, 
a softly spoken, articulate 
young man with a gentle 
nature, was clearly 
distressed at having had 
to use the service. I 
wondered what had led 
him there. 

“I was with the MoD 
for six years. Then 
invalided out. I have 
struggled to find work 
since then.” He lowered 
his gaze. “Iraq?” 

He nodded. “I was 
right next to a blast and 
have lost the sight in one 
eye. I have post traumatic 
stress disorder. There has 
been a delay in processing 
my benefits claim. I don’t 
get anything from the 
MoD. 

“At the moment, we 
are living on £26 a week 
plus our child benefit of 
£34. We obviously can’t 
afford clothes for the 
children. I don’t know 
what we would have done 
without this help. 

“I have regular 
blackouts and need my 
partner with me. I have 
tried looking for jobs, but 
have been turned down 
for many because of my 
health problems. But I’m 
still looking”. 

For Stephan, giving 
back to the Food Bank, 
gives him back some 
dignity and pride. 
(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 23.) 
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GEM SPECIAL REPORT: 

Food Bank use has tripled 


(Continued 
from page 22). 

I leave the Barry 
centre, feeling 
incredibly lucky-and 
deeply grateful. And 
yes, if I’m honest, 
almost a tad 
uncomfortable with my 
own relatively affluent 
lifestyle, even if I do 
work incredibly hard. 

As a freelancer, with 
my own health issues, I 
feel acutely aware that if 
my husband did not 
have a good job, we too, 
could be part of the cap- 
in-hand contingent. 

My 17-year-old 
daughter had 
accompanied me on the 
Vale visit. She asked me 
what I felt about the 
whole initiative. The 
tmth is, I am in awe of 
the charitable nature of 
our communities. In 
awe of the tireless 
volunteers. In awe of 
the stoicism of those I 
met. 

But, like many before 
me, I have to question 
whether this growing 
venture, despite being a 
vital first aid 


intervention, is the best 
long-term solution. I 
simply don’t know. 

On the way home, I 
think of the criminal 
food waste in the UK. 
Of the 30,000 tons of 
food that Britain’s 
leading supermarket 
alone threw away in the 
first six months of last 
year. Of the critics who 
question why some 
Food Bank users are 
overweight. 

Of their observations 
that filling these people 
with tins and jars is 
compounding the 
country’s growing 
obesity problem. Of the 
wider debate 
surrounding the poor in 
the UK - do we really 
let people starve like 
those at death’s door in 
developing countries? 

One thing I do 
know - discourse means 
nothing when you’re 
faced with a soup or 
soap situation. I’m 
‘hungry’ after a day of 
writing this piece, 
having forgotten to eat 
lunch. I go to our full- 
of-fresh-food fridge and 
dive in. Instant relief 



ABOVE: Stephan - now a volunteer at 
the Food Bank. 


Plan for town 
jazz festival 

A BARRY councillor is aiming to organise 
a jazz festival in the town next year and is 
appealing for help. 

Coun Richard Bertin, who represents the 
town’s Court ward, is looking for people to join 
an organising committee and for local companies 
to become sponsors. 

He can be contacted on 07973-153987 or by 
email at rjbertin@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk. 


Saddle up 
for a charity 
bike ride! 

THE 33rd ‘On Your Bike for Barnardo’s’ 
will take place on Sunday, May 18 to raise 
funds for the children’s charity. 

Rachel Madge, event organiser, said: “By joining 
the Bike Ride and raising funds for Barnardo's 
Cymru, you can show that you too believe in 
children and want to give them the opportunities to 
succeed in life, no matter who they are or what they 
have been through.” 

The bike ride is a 3 8-mile route through the Vale 
of Glamorgan, including Wick, St Bride’s Major, 
Llantwit Major and Rhoose. 

Entry fees will be £12.50 per cyclist and it starts 
at Sam from the Copthome Hotel, Culverhouse 
Cross, Cardiff. 

To find out more about the bike ride, log on now 
to www.barnardos.org.uk/onyourbike or call 02920 
436236 or email events® barnardos.org.uk. 



ABOVE: Mike Holmes stresses the 
importance of ^signposting^ for help. 


from that empty, 
gnawing sensation. Next 
time I go shopping, I 
vow to think twice 
before sailing past the 


Food Bank donation 
bins, now at the 
entrance of nearly all 
supermarkets. 

Will you? 


Pupils build 
their case! 


THE former Vale 
Magistrates Courts 
site at Barry was the 
setting for a 
different type of 
interrogation when 
St Helens Primary 
School pupils 
interviewed 
construction staff 
about their jobs. 

This was the second 
occasion that year-5 
pupils had visited the 


site currently being 
developed by Jehu 
Project Services Limited 
on behalf of Newydd 
Housing Association. 

As part of their 
literacy project, the 
pupils prepared 
questions beforehand 
and then in small groups 
put questions to 
building workers from 
Jehu and the companies 
working with them. 


An orchestra at 
her fingertips! 


NFU Ladies had 
their monthly 
meeting on Tuesday, 
April 15 and were 
entertained by 
Penny Weedon on 
the keyboard. 

The ladies listened to 
old and new melodies, it 
was a relaxing and 
enjoyable evening. 

Penny told how she is 


involved with the RNIB 
Linda Williams gave 
the vote of thanks on 
behalf of the ladies. 

Sheila Sargent called 
to thank the ladies for 
the cheque donated to 
the Motor Neuron 
Disease charity. 

The May trip is on 
Wednesday, May 14; 
call Ann on 01446 
760528 for details. 


Garden open 


SLADE, 
Southerndown, 
Glamorgan, CF32 
ORP is the first of 
the gardens to open 
locally as part of 
the National 
Gardens Scheme. 

Set in eight acres, 
Slade garden is an 
unexpected gem with 
masses of spring 
flowers. The terraced 
lawns, mature 
specimen trees, living 
willow arbours, rose 
and clematis pergola, 
orchard and 
herbaceous borders, 
create a very natural 
garden that also has 
extensive views over 
the Bristol Channel. 

It will be open on 
April 26,27 and on 
June 7, 8 (2 - 6). Entry 
£4. Visitors also 


welcome by 
appointment April to 
July. 

Over £27 million has 
been donated to charity 
in the last 15 years by 
the National Gardens 
Scheme, and 600 new 
gardens are included in 
the 2014 edition of The 
Yellow Book. 

Trustees of the 
Scheme have 
announced the 
distribution of £2.5 
million to its 
beneficiary charities as 
a result of garden 
openings in 2013. 

They include 
Macmillan Cancer 
Support and Marie 
Curie Cancer Care, 
who each receive 
£500,000. 


Maria and Nicola are 
greeted by Big Ben’s 
chimes, after amazing 
125-mile canoe race! 


DOUBLE world record 
holder MARIA 

LEIJERSTAM from 
the Vale of Glamorgan, 
founder of the Burn 
Series of multisport 
events and qualified 
personal trainer, will 
inspire you with a 
weekly column on 
simple family sporting 
adventures in the 
beautiful countryside of 
south Wales. 

Maria will guide you 
on how and where in 
your area you can 
combine sport and 
fitness into family fun... 

WHILST I expect 
most of you were 
enjoying a 
wonderful Easter 
. bank holiday with 
friends and family, 

I was out doing 
something crazy 
again - this time, 
though, it was on 
water. 

On Saturday morning 
at 10.30am, I set off on 
the Devizes to 
Westminster 
International canoe race 
which was a 125-mile 


race along the Kennet 
and Avon canal and the 
River Thames. The race 
finished outside of the 
Houses of Parliament 
and we were welcomed 
by the chimes of Big 
Ben. 

I was competing with 
a friend of mine, Nicola 
Mcleod, in a K2 racing 
boat which by all 
accounts is about as 
unstable as it gets and 
after 27 hours of non¬ 
stop racing and 77 
portages, where we had 
to get out of the boat and 
run carrying the boat 
around the many locks 
on the canal, it was a 
race about stamina and 
determination. 

During the last three 
hours of the race, the 
tide on the River 
Thames had turned and 
hence on top of fighting, 
tiredness, strains and 
injuries, we were now 
also fighting the tide, 
which was becoming 
closer to a losing battle 
by the minute as the tide 
strength gradually 
increased against our 
favour. The six boats 
ahead of us, at this stage, 
all capsized in the rough 
conditions but with grit 


and determination we 
made it to the finish and 
came fourth female pair. 

This week, I challenge 
you to think about a time 
when you gave up on 
something because you 
thought you couldn’t do 
it, but in retrospect with 
a little extra 

determination you would 
have made it. So next 
time you head out on a 
run or cycle or an 
adventure of any kind, 
think about whether you 
could actually do a little 
bit more. 

Set yourself the 
challenge and let us 
know how you got on, 
log onto 

www.burnseries .co .uk/yo 
uradventure for full 
details. 

Our bodies are 
incredible machines that 
provided we feed, rest 
and water them well, 
they are capable of 
almost anything. 

Make sure you join 
me next week for more 
adventures. 

FOOTNOTE: 

This column is 
provided for idea 
purposes only. Always 
check with your doctor if 
you have any concerns 



ABOVE: 

Maria Leijerstam 

about your health prior 
to embarking on any 
form of physical activity 
and always let someone 
know where you are 
going. 

Have you heard of 
Glympse? Ifs a brilliant 
free app that shares 
your location with 
anyone you want for a 
specified period of time. 

The GEM newspaper 
and Multisport Ltd are 
not responsible or liable, 
directly, indirectly or 
consequentially, for 
ANY form of damages 
whatsoever resulting 
from the use (or misuse) 
of information contained 
in or implied by the 
column. 


On the Easter nature trail 

- to boost Arthritis UK 



ON Saturday, April 19, an Easter Egg 
Hunt was held from 12 noon on the nature 
trail at Cottrell Park Golf Resort. 

Cardiff and Vale branch of Arthritis Research UK 
hosted the event - to raise funds for the 15,000 
young children in the UK who have Juvenile 
Idiopathic Arthritis. 

The hunt was opened by the Easter Bunny and 
prizes were given for the largest individual egg 
collected, the smallest individual egg found and the 
most eggs in the colour purple collected. 

Other fundraising activities included Easter egg 
decorating, Easter face painting and tattoos, Easter 
cupcake sales, raffle and more. 

A total of £200 was raised, which will help 
Arthritis Research UK to take the pain away from 
young children with arthritis, enabling them to 
remain active, doing the things they love. 

Anne-Marie Jones 
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Wales rallies to 
Poppy Appeal 

FIGURES released last week show Welsh 
people have dug deep to help The Royal 
British Legion’s Poppy Appeal break the 
£1.5million mark for the fourth year in a 
row. 

Since the 2013 Poppy Appeal launched last 
October, people in Wales have donated more than 
£1.6million to date, which will help the Legion 
continue providing direct welfare support and advice 
to the Armed Forces community. In south Wales, 
over £1 million has been donated so far, and the 
money keeps coming in with five months to go until 
the appeal year ends in September. 

“Schools, businesses and individuals across Wales 
took on a range of fundraising initiatives to support 
the appeal - in Cardiff, the Poppy Appeal was 
launched by Welsh rugby and British and Irish Lions 
captain Sam Warburton, alongside serving members 
of the Armed Forces, veterans and their families,” 
said Claire Rowcliffe, interim head of regional 
fundraising at the Legion. 

“We are thrilled at the generosity of people in 
Wales. It’s a great achievement to say we have 
broken the £1.5million target for the last four years 
and even more poignant this year as we 
commemorate 100 years since Britain entered the 
First World War. 

“Every penny raised will make a huge difference 
to Service personnel, veterans and their families, 
from helping a young widow through an inquest to 
representing injured Servicemen in their appeals for 
compensation. We helped over 700 people in Wales 
last year and it’s vital we keep raising money to 
stand shoulder to shoulder with them.” 

The Legion’s welfare programme runs year-round 
and the charity spends £1.6million a week in direct 
welfare support. A number of fundraising initiatives 
run outside of the Poppy Appeal including honour 
walks and bike rides, challenge events and Poppy 
picnics. 

The Legion has launched a new Freephone 
number for advice on 0808 802 8080. For more 
information on the charity, visit 
www.britishlegion.org .uk. 


Students are 
off to the spa! 


ABOVE: Debbie Searle at CAVC's 
Academi salon on Colcot Road. 


A GROUP of spa 
and complementary 
therapies students 
at Cardiff and Vale 
College will gain 
experience of the 
world of work in a 
top-flight spa at the 
Vale Resort Hotel. 

The six students will 
be working on a part- 
time basis; Vale Hotel 
spa operations manager 
Debbie Searle visited the 


college to give a talk to 
the students and then 
observed them at work, 
finally choosing six to 
work at the spa. 

“We are looking to 
take on some part time 
therapists while the 
students are still on their 
courses, with a view to 
making the arrangement 
a bit more permanent. 
They will be hired as and 
when they are needed,” 
Debbie, explained. 


CONCERT STAGED IN 
A MAGICAL SETTING 


TY HAFAN has received 
£2,773.83 raised by staff and 
customers at Wessex Garages 
on Hadfield Road, Cardiff, last 
year. 

Rebecca Chick, business and 
community fundraiser at the Sully 
hospice, said: “At the start of 2013, 
Wessex Garages chose us as its charity 
of the year. We would like say a huge 
‘thank you’ to everyone at the 
dealership who helped raise such a 
fantastic amount during the past year. 

“The support Wessex Garages has 
given us during 2013 has been very 
much appreciated. We offer comfort, 
care and support for life-limited 


children and young people in Wales. 
We are also dedicated to improving the 
quality of life for the whole family free 
of charge.” 

Ty Hafan was established in 1999. 
It has helped nearly 600 families who 
live the reality that their children with 
life-limiting conditions may not reach 
the age of 18. 

Gareth Howells, general manager at 
Wessex Garages said: “Our most 
popular event was our fundraising 
evening with the Cardiff Blues, during 
which £1,400 was raised. Other events 
included a challenge to spend 24 hours 
in a car, coffee mornings, 
competitions, fancy dress days and 
clothes donations.” 


Ty Hafan lottery winners 


THE following are winning 
numbers in the Ty Hafan 
Cracker jackpot lottery draw 
number D823. 

• £2,000: 284451. 

• The rollover, which now stands 
at £10,500, was not won this week. 

• £10:238844, 696201, 947469, 

384336, 683095, 623293, 495682, 
859855, 112126, 982313, 417838, 
175573, 283821, 560376, 195278, 
709238, 401782, 860950, 258480, 

434399. 

• £5: 278616, 464395, 493973, 

291413, 373249, 794627, 247914, 
281993, 471297, 922339, 337755, 
193470, 194926, 687571, 610093, 


263214, 247350, 508621, 364692, 
950979, 417195, 485627, 207178, 

862262, 214083, 479829, 868618, 
216489, 623584, 101217, 577285, 
250262, 386821, 617789, 384601, 
703428, 486547, 156138, 376350, 
804305, 655473, 875422, 228320, 
622962, 128284, 402020, 337508, 
257156, 145429, 910557, 605521, 
112090, 197385, 204398, 192399, 
644316, 131986, 516406, 351096, 
001374. 

The GEM cannot be held responsible 
for any errors or omissions contained in 
the above. 

For lottery information please 
telephone 029 2053 2300. 


ABOVE: Justin Belle and (right) digital sales 
executive, Amy Wyllie with Rebecca Chick. 


LUKE ADAMS and Damian 
Bamford from chimney and 
woodstove specialist, Topstak, 
have become registered 
chimney sweeps after training 
at the National Association of 
Chimney Sweeps (NACS) 
headquarters in Staffordshire. 

NACS was formed in 1982 as a 
professional trade association, 
promoting high standards for the 
sweeping, inspection and 
maintenance of chimneys 

Luke and Damian then cut their 
teeth on what is reported to be the 


widest inglenook in Wales, in St 
Mary Church near Cowbridge. 

They recently became HETAS 
registered installers. 

“Topstak has an ongoing 
programme of staff training, and is 
grateful to Welsh Government 
funding to make this possible,” said 
Topstak director, Adam Pedersen. 

“In addition to our sweeping 
service, we can service stoves, carry 
out chimney smoke tests and CCTV 
chimney inspections to check for 
damage.” 

For further information, call 
01446 771 567 www.topstak.co.uk. 








£2,773 a very good 
deal for Ty Hafan! 


ABOVE; The team at Wessex Garages 
with the Cardiff Blues players at the 
Night in with the Blues^ fundraising event. 


ABOVE: 

Fleet sales manager at 
Wessex Garages, Justin 
Belle and (right) Cardiff 
Blues player, Rhys 
Patchell present the 
amount raised for Ty 
Hafan during 2013 to 
the business and 
community fundraiser 
at Ty Hafan, 
Rebecca Chick. 


A CONCERT of exquisite 
violin and piano music was 
enjoyed by an enthusiastic 
audience at Coed Hills Rural 
Art Space on Easter Sunday, 
followed by an Easter egg hunt 
for very happy children. 

There was an opportunity to meet 
the performers and enjoy tea with 


delicious home made cakes. The 
combination of the glorious setting, 
the close personal friendships that one 
forms there, and the sense of pure 
musical idealism that has been the 
chief aim of the concert series since it 
began, produces a kind of magic that 
is unique. SB 


ABOVE: Luke Adams and Damian Bamford, putting their new skills 
to work on the widest inglenook in Wales at St Mary Church. 

TOPSTAK SWEEPS 
UP NEW SKILLS 
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FRF Toyota Spring Offers 



0%apr 

^ Representative*^ 


AYGO Mode 

£149 


Per Month'' 


8 spoke 14” alloy wheels 
Front fog lamps 
LED daytime running lights 
Rear privacy glass 


FRF Toyota Bridgend 

Tondu Road, Bridgend, Mid Glannorgan CF314LH 

01656 646646 frftoyota.co.uk 



TOYOTA 


ALUJAYSA 
BETTER UJAY 


Yaris Icon Plus 

£199 

Per Month'''' 

Alloy wheels 
Air conditioning 
Bluetooth® 

Multimedia system 
Rear parking camera 



year 

TOYOTA 

lUARRANTY 


Models shown are AYGO Mode 1.0 VVT-i 3 door manual £9,800 and Yaris Icon plus 1.0 VVT-i 3 door at £12,945. Price excludes metallic paint on AYGO at £450 and pure white paint on Yaris at £250. *0% APR Representative and £500 Finance Deposit Allowance available on new retail 
orders of MY13 AYGO Mode when ordered between 1st April and 30th June 2014 and registered and financed through Toyota Financial Services by 30th September 2014 on a 41 month AccessToyota (PCP) plan with £1 deposit. ''Payment shown is based on a 41 month AccessToyota 
contract with £1 customer deposit, £500 Finance Deposit Allowance and Guaranteed Future Value/Optional Final Payment. Toyota Financial Services (UK) PLC; registered office Great Burgh, Burgh Fleath, Epsom, Surrey KT18 5UZ. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct 
Authority. 10% APR Representative and £750 Finance Deposit Allowance available on new retail orders of Yaris Icon plus when ordered between 1st April and 30th June 2014 and registered and financed through Toyota Financial Services by 30th September 2014 on a 41 month 
AccessToyota (PCP) plan with £1 deposit. ''''Payment shown is based on a 41 month AccessToyota contract with £1 customer deposit, £750 Finance Deposit Allowance and Guaranteed Future Value/Optional Final Payment. Toyota Financial Services (UK) PLC; registered office Great Burgh, 
Burgh Fleath, Epsom, Surrey KT18 5UZ. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Indemnities may be required. Finance subject to status to over 18s. Other finance offers are available but cannot be used in conjunction with this offer. Excess miles over 10,000 charged 
at 8p per mile. Toyota Centres are independent of Toyota Financial Services. Terms and conditions apply. Affordable finance through AccessToyota. 5 year/100,000 mile manufacturer warranty subject to terms and conditions. 

AYGO Mode 1.0 VVT-i 3 door manual. Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg (1/lOOkm): Urban 55.4 (5.1), Extra Urban 74.3 (3.8), Combined 65.7 (4.3). C02 Emissions 99g/km. Yaris Icon plus 1.0 VVT-i manual. 
Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg (1/lOOkm): Urban 48.7 (5.8), Extra Urban 65.7 (4.3), Combined 58.9 (4.8). C02 Emissions lllg/km. The mpg figures quoted are sourced from official EU-regulated test results. 
These are provided for comparability purposes and may not reflect your actual driving experience. 


Go further with 
Motability from Toyota 







AYGO Mode 

NIL 

I ADVANCE PAYMENT 

Yaris Icon plus 

NIL 

ADVANCE PAYMENT 




Auris Icon 

NIL 

ADVANCE PAYMENT 


7 Seat 

Verso Active 




TOYOTA 


ALUJAYSA 
BETTER UJAY 




ADVANCE PAYMENT 


iQ2 Multidrive 
and Manual 

NIL 

ADVANCE PAYMENT 

Auris 

Touring Sports 

FROM 

£199 

ADVANCE PAYMENT 


Contact FRF Toyota for more information. 


FRF Toyota Bridgend 

Tondu Road, Bridgend, Mid Glamorgan CF314LH 

01656 646646 frftoyota.co.uk 


Motability 


''£199 Advance Payment on Auris Touring Sports Active 1.33 manual. Models shown are AYGO Mode 1.0 VVT-i 3 door manual at Nil Advance Payment, Auris Icon 1.33 manual at Nil Advance Payment, iQ 1.0 VVT-i 3 door manual at Nil Advance Payment, Yaris Icon p/us 1.0 VVT-i 5 door at Nil Advance Payment, Verso 
Active 1.6 manual at £595 Advance Payment and Auris Touring Sports Icon 1.33 at £645 Advance Payment. Subject to availability. Offer subject to change on 1st July 2014. Available as part of the Motability Contract Flire Scheme. 

AYGO Mode 1.0 VVT-i 3 door manual. Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg <l/100km>: Urban 55.4 (5.1), Extra Urban 74.3 (3.8), Combined 65.7 (4.3). C02 Emissions 99g/km. Yaris Icon plus 1.0 VVT-i manual. Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg <l/100km>: 
Urban 48.7 (5.8), Extra Urban 65.7 (4.3), Combined 58.9 (4.8). C02 Emissions lllg/km. Auris Range Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg <l/100km>: Urban 34.9 (8.1) - 80.7 (3.5), Extra Urban 54.3 (5.2) - 85.6 (3.3), Combined 45.6 (6.2) - 78.5 (3.6). C02 
Emissions 143g/km - 84g/km. iO 1.0 VVT-i 3 door manual. Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg <l/100km): Urban 55.4 (5.1), Extra Urban 70.6 (4.0), Combined 64.2 (4.4). C02 emissions 99g/km. Verso Active 1.6 6-speed manual. Official Fuel Consumption 
Figures in mpg <l/100km>: Urban 34.0(8.3), Extra Urban 50.4 (5.6), Combined 42.8 (6.6). C02 Emissions 154g/km. The mpg figures quoted are sourced from official EU-regulated test results. These are provided for comparability purposes and may not reflect your 
actual driving experience. 
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ALL THE NEWS IN AND OUT OF CLASS 
AT YSGOL GYFUN BRO MORGANNWG 



School eisteddfod 

AN extremely successful school eisteddfod was 
held last month in the Memorial Hall, Barry. 

The competition was good-natured but fierce! 
Pupils competed in a variety of competitions, ranging 
from the whistling choir, sketches depicting adverts, 
disco dancing to folk dancing. 

The highlight of the day was the chairing 
ceremony. Year-9 pupil Hana Evans won the chair 
and high praise from the adjudicators for a poem on 
the theme of ‘rays’. Warmest congratulations to Hana 
and a great thank you to Mr Gareth Wilkins for 
creating the chair once again this year. 

Despite the cheering and excellent competition 
between the three houses, there was no clear winner 
at the end of the day as it was a draw between 
Mihangel and Illtud for first place and Cadog were 
second. 

The choir competition was won by Mihangel - for 
the first time in years! We are very grateful to our 
adjudicators for the day - Carys Jones, a former pupil 
who now presents ‘Y Lie’ on S4C and Claire Hingott, 
a familiar face on Sky in ‘Stella’. We were very 
pleased to welcome another former pupil, and by 
now Welsh rugby international, Cory Allen, who 
visited in the afternoon. 

It was a delight to see the leadership skills 
demonstrated by year-12 and to see so many pupils 
appearing on stage at the Memorial Hall, many of 
them for the first time. 

Representing Wales 

IN March, Huw Jones (7B) took part in the 
Disneyland Paris Welsh Festival. 

He was one of five winners from the 
Pembrokeshire Urdd National Eisteddfod, who were 
invited to perform at the festival and to take part in 
the parade in front of 20,000 people along with 
Mickey and Minnie in their Welsh costumes! Huw 
also discussed his experience on the Tag programme 
on S4C. 

University 

CONGRATULATIONS to Phoebe Lloyd-Hunter, 
who has been awarded a scholarship to Bangor 
University and a Hnancial reward of £2,000. 

Paris visit 

YEAR-12 and 13 pupils studying A Level French 
travelled to Paris during February half term. 

It was not only an excellent opportunity to see the 
sights in the beautiful city, but also to practise their 
oral French. 

Sporting success 

ON April 4, the year-7 and 8 netball and hockey 
teams took part in the ‘Deheubarth’ competition 
at Ysgol Gyfun Cwm Rhymni. 

The 7A netball team reached the semi-final; 
winning four games, drawing one and losing one 
along the way. The 7B team were not so lucky, only 
winning one game but they all played very well. 

The year-8 hockey team reached the final but 
unfortunately could only make second place. Well 
done to all the girls who took part. 

Guest ^eakers 

IN April, Miss Rhian Griffiths and Miss Claire 
Rowlands, together with three able and talented 
pupils, were invited to participate as guest speakers at 
the Nace national conference in Cardiff to outline the 
school’s provision for able and talented pupils. 

Such recognition was indeed an honour for the 
individuals concerned, as well as the school. As one 
of the pupils stated when addressing the 
congregation: “I have been challenged - continually. 
I have fcen motivated and because of it, I believe that 
I am achieving my potential.” 
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OFT 



SWN-Y-NANT,STATHAN 

Architecturally designed, two years ago 
constructed by owner, vaulted roof & 
gallery landing, 5 bedrooms, 

4 bathrooms, 3 reception rooms, 
swimming pool, granny annexe. 

£495,000 


CHURCHFIELDS, BARRY 

Split level detached versatile, ground 
floor, 2 double bedrooms, lower ground 
floor, living, dining & kitchen/breakfast. 

1st floor: master bedroom, ensuite, 
further 2 bedrooms, driveway, garage. 

£234,950 



RUTLAND CLOSE, BARRY 

Detached 3 bedrooms, porch, entrance 
hallway, living room, dining room, wc 
cloakroom, fitted kitchen, to first floor: 3 
bedrooms, family bathroom, gch, upvc 
dg throughout, driveway, garden. 

£194,950 



COLCOT ROAD, BARRY 

Extended dwelling, living room, dining 
room opening to sitting area, fitted 
kitchen/breakfast, wc cloakroom, 4 
bedrooms & dressing/study, family 
bathroom, garden, garage. EPC-C. 

£289,950 



GUTHRIE STREET, BARRY 

stunning presentation, mid terraced 
traditional, walled forecourted area, 2 
reception rooms, fitted kitchen, 2 
bedrooms, luxury bathroom, garage - 
lane access, refurbished. EPC-D. 

£121,950 



CORNWALL RISE, BARRY 

Elevated bungalow, 3 bedrooms, 
replacement modern kitchen and 
bathroom, L shaped living room, 
versatile living, longer than average 
driveway, garage. EPC-E. 

£204,950 



HEOL GWERTHYD, BARRY 

Modern detached, spacious living, split 
level over three floors, ground floor: 
lounge, wc study, stairs rising to attic 
room, open plan kitchen/diner, utility 
room, further rec. room. EPC-C. 

£234,000 


WOODLANDS ROAD, BARRY 

Bay fronted traditional, 2 reception 
rooms, ground floor bathroom, 3 

bedrooms, town centre location, permit 
street parking, enclosed rear garden, 
lane access. EPC-E. 

£129,950 



VALE STREET, BARRY 

Corner positioned, mid terraced 
traditional, 2 reception rooms, 
fitted kitchen, 2 bedrooms, enclosed 
rear garden, well presented. 
EPC-E. 

£114,950 



WINDSOR ROAD, BARRY 

5 bedrooms, living room, dining 
room, original features throughout, 
kitchen/breakfast room, utility room, 
wc cloakroom. West End location. 

ER-E. 

£199,950 



WELL WALK, BARRY 

Semi detached, in need of 
modernisation, 2 reception rooms, 
fitted kitchen, wc cloakroom, spacious 
plot ideal for extending, double gates 
off road parking. ER-D. 

£259,950 



HEOL ERYR MOR, BARRY ISLAND 

4 bedroomed townhouse, views 
over Bristol Channel, conservatory, 
expanded kitchen, private 
parking/garage. EPC-C. 

£239,950 



MARINE DRIVE, BARRY 

Three storey town house, sea views 
across Bristol Channel, ground floor: 
sitting room, wc showroom, 1st floor: 
living room, fitted kitchen. 2nd floor: 
3 bedrooms, family bathroom. 

£224,950 



MURLANDE WAY, RHOOSE 

Semi detached, corner positioned, 
kitchen overlooking front, living room 
with spiral stairs, 2 double bedrooms, 
enclosed rear garden, 
garage/driveway, no chain. EPC-E. 

£119,950 


COOK ROAD, BARRY 

Ideally positioned amongst 3 other 
dwellings, detached, 2 reception rooms, 
integral garage, longer than average 
driveway, cul de sac, no chain. 
EPC-D. 

£169,950 


BRAMBLE AVENUE, BARRY 

3 bedroom detached, garage, 
en suite to master, family bathroom, 
cloakroom, kitchen/dining 
room, double glazed, gas central 
heating. EPC-D. 

£179,950 


GLEN MAVIS WAY, BARRY 

3 bedroomed detached dwelling, 
constructed in the 1960’s, living room 
leading to dining room, sitting room 
& conservatory, enclosed garden, 
driveway/garage. EPC-D. 

£194,950 


ANEURIN ROAD, BARRY 

3 bedrooms, semi detached, living 
room, spacious kitchen/diner, 
ground floor: modern shower room, 
1st floor bathroom, enclosed rear 
garden, no chain. EPC-E. 

£124,950 



PARK COURT, BARRY 

Ground floor apartment, no chain, 
communal entrance hallway, security 
entrance syatem, living room, fitted 
kitchen, 2 bedrooms, shower room, 
communal gardens, driveway. 

£92,950 



MENDIP VIEW, BARRY 

Refurbished throughout, living/dining 
room, new double glazing, 2008 
combi boiler, new carpets & flooring, 
enclosed rear garden/garage, sea 
views from rear bedroom, no chain. 

£124,000 



ROMILLY ROAD, BARRY 

Mid terraced traditional, living/dining, 
kitchen-utility area, sitting room, stairs 
to attic/hobby area, Velux window, to 
the rear: outbuilding, 4 bedrooms, no 
chain. EPC-E. 
£ 200,000 



OLD MILL ROAD, BARRY 

3 bedrooms, elevated semi 
detached, living/dining room, fitted 
kitchen, minutes walk to train station, 
upvc dg-gch via combi. EPC-D. 

£134,950 



HAWTHORN ROAD, BARRY 

A spacious detached, 3 bedrooms, 
living room, dining room, kitchen & 
utility room, enclosed rear garden, 
garage/driveway, no chain. EPC- 

£214,950 



BLACKBERRY DRIVE, BARRY 

Modern detached, 4 bedroom, 
living/dining room, kitchen/breakfast, wc 
cloakroom, driveway/parking, integral 
garage, larger than average patio, 
enclosed garden. EPC-D. 

£206,950 


WHITTON CLOSE, RHOOSE 

Semi detached bungalow, well 
presented, corner positioned, 

2 reception rooms, 2 conservatories, 
garage/parking, no chain. 

£179,950 



COLLARD CRESCENT, BARRY 

3 bedroom traditional, semi detached, 
no chain, porch, entrance hallway, living 
room, dining room, fitted kitchen, 
shower room, wc cloakroom, patio 
garden, upvc dg and gch. 

£119,950 



ST OSYTH COURT, BARRY 

End of link bungalow, 2 bedrooms, far 
reaching sea views & Romilly Park, 
covered balcony, garden to side, 
designated parking. EPC-D. 

£148,500 



WELFORD STREET, BARRY 

Mid terraced, bay fronted, 

3 reception rooms, 4 bedrooms, 
enclosed rear garden, no chain. 
EPC-D. 

£154,950 



ROMILLY PARK ROAD, BARRY 

Edwardian semi detached, 4 reception 
rooms, 3 storey, 5 bedrooms, far 
reaching sea views, utility/pantiy/ 
cloakroom to ground floor, family 
bathroom, double garage. EPC-E. 

£359,950 



CORNWALL ROAD, BARRY 

3 bedrooms, semi detached, living 
room, dining room, sun lounge, fitted 
kitchen, utility area, situated off 
Barry Road, low maintenance rear 
garden. EPC-D. 

£129,950 


TY CAPSTAN, BARRY 

Modern apartment. Redrew 
constructed, 2nd floor: 2 bedrooms, 
master ensuite, balcony overlooking 
front, designated parking, no chain. 

£99,950 



ARTHUR STREET, BARRY 

2 bedrooms, coach house, living 
room, kitchen overlooking rear, family 
bathroom, allocated parking, 
enclosed garden, no chain. EPC-C. 

£109,950 



SEAPOINT, BARRY 

2nd floor, 1 bedroomed, views over the 
old harbour and the Knap, 
kitchen/breakfast area, family bathroom, 
upvc dg, security door entry system. 
EPC-D. 

£107,000 



CLAUDE ROAD WEST, BARRY 

Bay fronted traditional, well presented, 
3 bedrooms, original features, stripped 
parquet flooring, 2 reception rooms, 
sitting area opening to modern fitted 
kitchen, integrated appliances. EPC-D. 

£209,950 



BURNS CRESCENT, BARRY 

3 bedrooms, semi detached, 
kitchen/diner, living room, bathroom 
to ground floor, separate wc to 1 st 
floor, enclosed rear garden. 
EPC-D. 

£94,950 



GEORGES ROW, DINAS POWYS 

End of terraced traditional, living 
room, ground floor bathroom, 15ft 
kitchen/beakfast, 3 bedrooms, approx 
150ft rear garden, no chain. 

EPC-D. 

£145,000 


SOMERSET ROAD, BARRY 

Spacious dwelling, original features 
throughout, 2 reception rooms, utility, wc 
cloakroom, 20ft kitchen/diner, 3 double 
bedrooms, bathroom with roll top bath, 
replaced roof & heating system. EPC-D. 

£229,950 



REDBRINK CRESCENT, BARRY 

Bay fronted, in need of modernisation, 
mid terraced traditional, 3 reception 
rooms, kitchen, wc cloakroom, 3 
bedrooms, informal hobby/attic - 2nd 
floor, far reaching sea views. 

£159,950 



PALMER STREET, BARRY 

Extended mid terrace, through living room, 
sitting room, extended fitted kitchen, 2 
double bedrooms, cot room/study, family 
bathroom, gch via combi, upvc dg. 
EPC-D. 

£108,950 



CWM BARRY WAY, BARRY 

Semi detached - bay fronted, through 
living room, wc cloakroom, modern 
fitted kitchen, replacement combi boiler, 
larger than average garden backing 
onto Porthkerry Park. ER-D. 

£204,950 



ST BRIDES WAY, BARRY 

2 bedrooms, modern semi detached, 
living room, conservatory, level laid to 
lawn garden, longer than average 
driveway providing parking, side 
access. EPC-D. 

£99,950 



LON CEFN MABLY, RHOOSE 

Spacious semi detached bungalow, 
entrance hallway, living room, fitted 
kitchen/dining area, 2 double 
bedrooms, modern wet room, gch, 
dg, lawn garden, driveway, garage. 

£189,950 
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Lollipop lady Karin’s praise 
passed on to hospital staff 


THE lollipop lady’ at the centre of a Rhoose school 
accident drama, has issued a heartfelt “thank you” to 
the hospital staff who treated her injuries. 

Karin Williams was treated in A3 Link at University Hospital 
of Wales following a crash outside Rhoose Primary last June. 
She was injured while she was protecting the young children 
outside the school where she was on duty as a patrol officer. 

Karin wrote a letter of praise to her local Assembly Member, 
Jane Hutt, about the treatment she received on the ward, 
prompting the AM and the Minister for Health and Social 
Services to meet staff there. 

Jane Hutt explained: “Karin wrote to me to praise the staff for 


at UHW for nine weeks following the crash. She sustained 
horrific injuries as the School Patrol Officer while she was 
protecting the children who were crossing the road. 

“As a result, she has very limited mobility and is unable to 
return to the post she held for 11 years at Rhoose.” 

Karin Williams has received a number of bravery awards for 
the action she took in putting her life at risk to protect children. 

Ward manager, Robert Haulton, said: “Karin was an 
inspiration to us, even after the injuries she sustained, Karin 
remained positive and quickly became the life and soul of the 
ward while she was in our care. 

“We wish her all the best wishes for the future and hopes she 


the treatment and care she received in the trauma ward A3 Link comes back to visit soon!” 


WATTS 

MORGAN 

RURAL 


TO LET 
On a 5 year FBT 
Approx. 58.65 acres of land 
At Llangan, Vale of Glamorgan 

Tenders invited by 12pm 
Friday 2nd May 2014. 
Tenancy to commence 
Monday 9th May 2014. 
Further details contact 
Robin Jones/Cerys Millichap. 


55a High Street, Cowbridge 
Tel.01446 774152 
www.wattsandmorgan.co.uk 


The news — according 
to St Richard Gwyn! 


VALE MP Alun 
Cairns was put to 
the test by pupils 
from St Richard 
Gwyn RC School in 
the Sky Newsroom, 
as part of their day 
at the Sky Skills 
Studio. 

The Barry school 
pupils learned how to 
research, film, edit, 
present and broadcast a 
news item at the Sky 
Studios in west London. 

As part of their 
reporting exercise on the 
risks of bullying and 
cyber bullying, they 
interviewed the Vale MP 
for his views. 

The scheme is aimed 
at school pupils, which 
allows students to work 
with technology, 

including broadcast 



quality cameras, green need to take place, 
screens and touch screen “It was a marvellous 
edit tables. opportunity for pupils to 

Mr Cairns reported: not only learn about 
“The pupils were so broadcasting technology, 
impressive. They had but to use their skills 
obviously researched the from the classroom in a 
subject and put me to the real life working 
test on what changes environment.” 


PENARTH AND DISTRICT RAMBLERS NEWS 


Two picturesque 
springtime walks 


THIRTEEN Penarth and 
District Ramblers joined Joy at 
Portobello car park beside the 
tidal River Ogmore, at the 
start of a 13.5-mile walk taking 
in ruins, sand dunes, beach and 
moorland on a beautiful sunny 
spring day. 

Narrow paths led to the Pelican in 
her Piety pub, where an inn has stood 
since before 1741, followed by the 
stepping stones which led them across 
the Ewenny River on their journey to 
the picturesque Merthyr Mawr 
village. 

Tramping past the dunes of 
Merthyr Mawr Warren onto the open 
Traeth yr Afon beach, a fierce cool 
breeze confronted them on their 
journey to Newton village, where a 
quick visit was made to St John’s 
Church. 

Sheltered sandy paths through the 
dunes led them into woodland, 
followed by lunch in warm sunshine 
and tramping open fields and, re¬ 
crossing the Ewenny River, a climb 
uphill led onto Ogmore Down. 

Striding down the lush green pretty 
cwm of Pant Mari Elanders, they 
made their way through Norton, 
drinking in the fantastic views across 
Porthcawl, Trecco Bay and Merthyr 
Mawr, before descending to follow 
the River Ogmore from its estuary 
back to their start. 

Eagle’s Nest 

WILLIAM’S mid-week ramble saw 
the group travelling to the 
picturesque town of Chepstow with 
its magnificent castle overlooking 
the River Wye before it reaches the 
Severn Estuary. 


Eollowing part of the long distance 
Wye Valley Walk, they joined the 
Piercefield Walks, which pass through 
delightful woodland carpeted with 
brightly coloured spring flowers that 
were also enjoyed by writers, poets, 
painters and the public back in the 
18th century - and climbing the 365- 
steps to the aptly named Eagle’s Nest, 
the views made it worthwhile. 

Descending to Tintern to reach the 
majestic ruined abbey, and crossing to 
the east bank of the Wye, another 
climb through woods led on to their 
lunch stop on a grassy hillside above 
Brockweir. 

Offa’s Dyke Path through peaceful 
woodland took them to the Devil’s 
Pulpit, a stony outcrop of rock with 
stunning views over the abbey and 
eventually, leaving the woods to cross 
fields overlooking the Severn Estuary, 
a short break at Wintour’s Leap high 
above the meandering River Wye, 
while observing rock climbers 
ascending the steep cliffs below them. 

Passing through the village of 
Woodcroft, the path descended 
through fields and, tramping down 
Donkey Lane towards Tutshill, a final 
push over the river bridge led them 
back into Wales after a truly inspiring 
15-mile hike. 

On April 26, meet at 9am at Cogan 
Leisure Centre for a nine-mile 
moderate walk to Pontneddfechan, 
taking in the beautiful waterfalls and 
the gunpowder works; contact 
Clive/Rachel on 029 2065 4156/ 
01446 410545. 

Programmes and membership 
advice can be obtained from Pam on 
029 2025 5102. 

Joy Strangward 



We’re Open 24/7 
for Enquiries 

f 

Ewe-nique Realtime Viewing 
Booking System 
(never miss a prospect!) 

9 

183 Million Property Searches 
Each month 

(Rightmove, Zoopla, Gumtree etc) 

9 

A Staggering Average of 47 
Enquiries for Each Property 

«i 

_ V 


UK’s Best Tenant Vetting Process, including; 

- Home Visit to a Tenants Current House 

- Home Owner Guarantors 

- Credit Checks 

- Employer References 

- Current Landlord References 

- £50k of Insurance Backed^ua^ffleed Rent Protection 

- Seriously... Nothing is Lef^^G^mce! 




Our Unrivalled Tenant Selection Process 
Secures You ‘Gold Star’ Tenants 

9 

Enjoy 48 Month Average Tenancy 
Length (more than twice the UK average!) 


An Astonishing 99% Average 
Monthly Rents Collected 

Resulting in an Incredible 
Increase in Landlords Profits 


Stdft toddy by getting your FREE no obligation property appraisal 

CALL Karen now 01446 349349 

www.ewemove.com/valeofglamorgan 
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LIys Dwynwen, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Garage 

Southerly Rear 


£184,950 ,bc 



Boverton Brook, Boverton 

4 Bedrooms 
Conservatory 
Sought After Location 


£349,950 e48 



LIys Dwynwen, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Corner Position 
Select Development 


£209,995 C70 



Roberts Close, St Athan 

4 Bedrooms 
Rural Views 
20' Sitting Room 


£169,950 


Llanmaes Road, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 

High Specification Kitchen 
Family Home 


£345,000 


Fairfield Rise, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
132' Garden 
Detached Annex 


£300,000 



Harding Close, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
2 Receptions 
Private Rear 


£220,000 C69 



St Johns View, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms 
Backs onto Fields 
Quiet Location 


£143,995 


E40 



Pinewood Square, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms 
Kitchen/Diner 
End Plot 


£85,950 e5i 



Ty Mawr Gwyn, Flemingston 

5 Beds 4 Recps 
Adjoining Open Fields 
Granny Annex Option 


£350,000 e42 



Hayes Cottage, Methodist Lane, 
Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms, West End Location 
Off Road Parking 


£219,950 


Harding Close, Boverton, 
Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms, 75' Rear Garden 
Garage 


£135,000 


Fitzhamon Avenue, 
Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms, South Westerly Rear 
Loft Room With Views 


£153,950 



Rectory Court, Llanmaes, 
Llantwit Major 

5 Bedrooms, 3 Receptions 
Double Garage 


Pinar de 
Campoverde, 
Costa Blanca South 



3 bedroom, 

2 bathroom Quad. 
Solarium with 
uninterrupted views of 
orange groves, partial sea 
view and mountains 
in the distance. 
Communal pool, 5mins to 
golf. Airport 15 mins. 

£83,500 

For further information, contact 

Paul on freephone 
0800 135 7503 
or email 

spain@chris-davies.co.uk 


WANTED 

Barry 

Detached house 
on large plot 
suitable for 
development 
on the 

North side of 
Port Road. 
Circa £250k. 

Call Christopher Davies 
on 01446 791963 
or email 

sales@chris-davies.co.uk 



St Michaels Close, St Athan 

4 Bedrooms 

Updated And Modernised 
View From The Verandah 


£189,950 E50 



Glebeland Place, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Family Home 
62ft Rear Garden 


£125,000 D61 



Cardigan Crescent, Boverton, 
Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms, 2 Receptions 
_ Southerly Rear _ 


£224,950 d58 



Wine Street, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 
Detached 
West End Location 


£215,000 e43 



Rhoose 01446 711900 

Llantwit Major 01446 792020 
Barry 01446 700007 

sales@chris-davies.co.uk 


Lets! 

Rhodfa'r Gwagenni, Barry 
Furnished, One bed, Ground Floor 
Apartment. 

C75-E475 PCM 

Bullfinch Road, St Athan, Two Bedrooms, 
Bathroom with Shower, GCH. 

D59-E495 PCM 

Chestnut Avenue, St Athan 
2 Bedrooms, Refurbished Kitchen/Diner, 
Additional Attic Room 
E49-E520PCM 

Lime Grove, St Athan 
Three Bedrooms, Conservatory, 

Enclosed Rear Garden. 

D64-E550 PCM 

TheWheate Close, Rhoose 

Two Bedrooms, Walk in shower. Gardens. 

C73-E550PCM 

Queen Street, Barry 

West End Location, Three Bedrooms, 

Shower. 

E49-E595PCM 

Shakespeare Drive, Llantwit Major 
Three Bedrooms, Private Rear Garden, 

Gas Central Heating. 

C63-E625PCM 

Picketston Close, St Athan 

Three Bedrooms, Open Plan Living/Kitchen, 

Garage. 

D63-E650PCM 


LANDLORDS! 

DISCOUNTED 

FEES 

FOR MULTIPLE 
PROPERTIES IN 
CF61 AREA 


Call Claire today to book 
a free rental valuation 

01446 791966 

lettings@chris-davies.co.uk 

To arrange a viewing cail: 
Rebecca on 01446 791965 
Anna on 01446 791967 


chris-davies.co.uk 
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ONE VISION AREf 
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Keep Cool in your Conservatory 

Using Perfect Fit Blinds by Solar 

When you buy blinds for your conservatory v/indows, 
get the fop openers free! 

Mo drilling! No screwing! • No mess! Child safe! 




Call Paul Williams 

01446 439 306 01656 349 281 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 



‘cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer 


Barry Bridgend 

01446 438103 01656 349473 

Many other products & great offers can be found on our website 
visit www.solarsunshades.co.uk to find out more 


AWNINGS • CANOPIES • SHUTTERS • MOTORISATION 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


I TV WALL MOUNTING & TV SET UP & TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07974 065096 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
y COVERING ALL AREAS J 
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TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


^BLIND SALE!^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly GENUINE 
CF83 IBQ • www.starline-blinds.co.UK 15 % OFF 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


SALE^ 


Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 33± ±60 
or Barry 0±446 743267 
_ www.lst-digital.co.uk _ 


BmaQiiiaciLig] ©©cr^vacBOS 


BLINDS I 
CURTAINS I 
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GRABit 


• Building Contractors 
•Waste Disposal 

• Grab/Plant Hire 
•Aggregate Deliveries 

• Council Approved 
Contractors ® oi446 700535 

GROUNDWORK CONTRACTORS LTD 



Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

do it air’ 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

i nfo @ gpmai ntenance .CO .uk 




STANTON 

CONSTRUCTION 

All building work covered 

• Roofing 
& Repairs 

• Rendering 

• Driveways 

• Guttering 

• Chimneys 

• Extensions 

01446 489368 


BARRY & VA1£ DAMP & TiMBER TBEATNEHT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 

01446 420784 
07970 642537 

www.bairyandvaleclampproofing.co.uk 





TOOL& 

PLANT 

HIRE 

SALES & 
SERVICE 

BOTTLED 

GAS 


Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park 
Llandow CF717PF 

Tel. 01446 771999 ■ 01446 741460 
www.randt.co.uk I 07830 480569 


' Vertical 


.£99V 



REASONS 

1 FREE Fitting 

2 FREE Quotation 

3 5 Year Guarantee 

Freephone: Afivicuie- 

0500 295192 

Made in Wales.Proud to be Welsh 


The GEM 

reaches 
42,000 homes. 
Give us a 
call to 

promote your 
business. 

01446 774484 



GUTTER CLEANING 
& FASCIA WASH 


\:^ \ 


DRIVEWAY 

CLEANING 


Before After! ' 


I HALF PRICEI 

from only £1.95p sq metre 

07767578727 

, www.attractivedrivewuys.M.uk 


D.P. 

BaiLDING 

SERVICES 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Carpentry • Joinery 

• Roofing • Brickwork 

• Conservatories 

NO JOB Xji'' 
TOO SMALL 

Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

s 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 

44 Newlands Street, 
Barry 








AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


HD computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 
’ Friendly advice freely given 

' No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


The Carpet & Vinyl Service 


Rea/ prices • Real value • Real service 

We take pride in 
our work & offer 
the best prices 

Call Gordon on 07990 582686 
WWW. thecarpetservice. net 





VfiLE CARPETS 


come4' to^ eydu 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


The GEM 01446 774484 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 
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Carpenter 

Joiner 

All aspects of 
Carpentry/Joinery 

Specialists in 
Kitchens & Bathrooms 

07531 370659 


GRIFFITHS CARPENTRY^Sl: 

All aspects of Carpentry work 


Professional, friendly, caring service 

• Kitchen Installations • Flooring • Doors 

• Fencing • Decking • Bespoke Wardrobes 

Contact Rhys on 01446 790384/07803 696451 

www.rgriffithscarpentry.com 


The GEM 

01446 774484 




stone Bonding 
Services 

DRIVEWAYS • PATHS • PATIOS 

Overlay that dull 
I concrete or damaged 
tarmac with one of our 
range of resin bonded 
natural stones & create 
I a solid surface that will 
, enhance your property 
I and go on looking good 
for years to come. 

Call Steve on 07983 210973 
or Rhidian on 07761 570819 



35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers lasso 



Gas 
Services 


Combination Boiler 
& LPG Specialist 


Connpetitive& Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 




MC 

WINDOWS Pi? Jl' 

Upvc Windows, Doors, Conservatories, 
Porches, Fascias, Soffits, Gutters, 
Sealed Units, All Maintenance. 25yrs exp. 

^ ~ , Call Martyn on: 

< ' V 01446 796795 

07712 631772 

L_ iTiartyn.george73@hotinail.co.uk ^ 



[iQ©©GGpa©a[l 




All Double Glazing Repairs & Maintenance 
puc-V, Aluminium & Timber Windows ^ ^ 

• Misted Units inc. Bevels Rr«rlc»cmrl 

& Stains ^ 

• Broken Handes/Hinges 

• Door Locks Repaired & Upgraded 

• Replacement Door Panels 

• New Rubber Seals and INSURANCE 

• Fully Qualified Locksmith QUOTATIONS 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


The 

GEM 

01446 

774484 


Lilford Electrical 

Design, installation and testing 
for homes and businesses 
_ Contact Rob: 

gSBEBB 01446 796905 

F""™ " 07747 858514 

Approved Contractor rclilfOrd@gmail.COm 

—j Past • Polite • Professional 




Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2980518 
Barry 744117 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

-I"—■ 

^ Domestic 
I Installer 

' ' Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefrell@hotmail.co.uk 


K & A Handyman i 


“A family run business” 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, carpet 
cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task to big or small. Just ask! 


Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


8 




O Driving School Ltd 

^ • 10 lessons from £150 

Learn to Drive from 14 years old from £23 
.u • Gift Vouchers available 

_ 0800 0280 406 

w ww.catsey esdri vingsehool .co .uk 



Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 


• h 

Daviin 

ELECTRICIAN 

All electrical work undertaken 
Testing & Inspection 




LANEWISE ^ 

DRIVING SCHOOL 


Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
D o you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 

8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


winaow ree UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 



ffmocE Kue Services 

Cnopialictc in felling, pruning, 

0|llfbl<lll515 III CROWN REDUCTION, 

Large/Dangerous Trees thinning out and 

TOTAL DISMANTLING 

HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED - free quotes - 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC Tel: 01446 T1365? 
SITE CLEARANCE or 01921 902T29 


Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


if A Cowbridge, 
CF7I 7UL 
Full Professional 
Service 

Pick up & drop off 
•n available 
*01446 760 236 
07854 30 10 20 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, 
Fencing, Turfing. 
Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 
Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 
Power Washed. 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


First 3 hours 
from £39 for 
total beginners 


or first 10 hours 
from £130 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 



iht 


Sr Ubd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 




lO 





St 2hrs only £15 

Minimum 4 hours call out 

Pruning, Hedges, Lawns, Clearance, 
Gutters, Jet Washing, Landscaping 
Est 2002 Tel: 07866 544 951 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

In the Vale serving the Vale 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


uEEQ 

1 

* Septic Tank * 

* Cesspit Emptying * 
*Tyeatment Piants * 
*Groundworker* 
and tarmac 






TRUE 
COLOURS 
Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

•A' City & Guilds 
Certified 

25 years experience 
Wallpaper specialist 
Free Estimates 
Quality Guaranteed 

07873 326 892 
01446 402 708 



LUMBERJACKS 

TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 

^ All tree work undertaken 
^ Lawns & bushes 

I WE WILL BEAT ANY GENUINE QUOTE~| 

^ Fencing & gravel patches 
^ All waste & by-products 
removed for free 
^ All jobs considered 

Free Estimate, Fully Insured, Sam to 8pm, 7 Days a Week 

www.lumber-jacks.co.uk 
01446 728137 or 07785 943145 
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GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 
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RL-UrviSIMO 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators no. 5 ^^ 


790127 


€r7719 00SS20 

c .«IA t K'T 


S.M. Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 


• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 


^ Lewis & Lewis ^ 

Cowbridge 
Plumbing & Heating 
Services 


All oil & gas work undertaken 


ALL WORK A . 

GUARANTEED 

Tel: 07966 265912 
,Mob: 07846 255457£^ 


MAN WITH 
AVAN 

Low hourly rote, 
no job too small, 
fully insured. 

01656 861120 
07789 075104 


U Direct 
I Collect 
Services 

Light removals 
- odd jobs 

Any Place - Any Time 
Prices start from £10 

07944 743932 




Vale Satellite and Solar 
Maintenance Service 

Solar Panels Cleaned 




Bookings now being taken in advance 

Don’t lose up to £420 a year with dirty 
panels. Panels recommended to be 
cleaned twice a year for efficiency. 

Professional pure water fed streak free 
system used. 

Conservatories and gutters also cleaned. 

Please visit our site for more info: www.valesas.co.uk 
Tel or Text 07546318460 • Facebook:Vale Satellite & Solar 




SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

TOP PRICES paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicies. 
Aiso body sheiis and 
scrap metais coiiected. 
No wheeis, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 


WANTED 

for cash in all areas 


Cars, Vans, Lorrys 
& Quads. In any 
condition running or 
not. With or without 
MOT, insurance loss 
or third party. 

£150-£2500 

Please ring anytime 
7 days 9am-10.30pm 


Office: 01446 732222 
Mobile: 07816 205895 


SBS SALVAGE LTD 

Barry’s newest car 
dismantling facility 
registered with the 

' environment agency, DVLA 

» ^^ 4 .^ ™ ‘ ^ Glamorgan Council 

^ J Free of Charge: 

Immediate payment of up to £10,000 • Light demolition 
MOT failures / Untaxed or scrapped vehicle. • Factory/Farm Clearances 
Best prices paid for copper / Lead, • All grades of metal taken 

Aluminium / Stainless steel, • Ferrous or non-ferrous 

Computer boards / Electric cable • Household appliances 
and catalytic converters _ • Car batteries _ 

CALL US TODAY www.sbssalvageltd.co.uk Monday to Sunday 
01446 421034 • 07772 054534 • 07410 549526 


J I WANTED ] 

deadorauve 

CARS & VANS 


Fast, friendly service 


Free Coiiection 


TRAOIMC 

• MoT failures 

• Insurance write offs 

• Accident damaged 

• Up to £5000 paid 
Anything considered, give us a call 
Registered with Environment Agency & Council 

01446 500229 or 07531 782162 


RECOVERY & TRANSPORT SERVICE AVAILARLE 


The 

GEM 

01446 

774484 



All aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


Competitive & Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


JOHN 
SARTAIN 

. Plumbing 
Ji & Tiling 


Bonny Tiler 


Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom instaUatbn 
Underfloor heating 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 


DC Piumbinij 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

r 

orftmeofa 


DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation . 
Service • Tiling 
17876 506982 
11446 740176 53440 


b.KVlUJ^ 

ation^t 

4i 


3?JFLTiumb!n^^TleatIn^ 

jf ^ II 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs ' 
I I "Combination Boiler Specialist 
P " Annual Boiler Service only £40 " 

For aU your plumbing and heating requirements^^^ 
All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 30i 6i 6 



CHIMNEY SWEEP 



4 - ' g 

• *• j 

• ^ KfcV - • ,r f 1 

CoN 01446 77MCJ 


! 


• Plumbing'Tiling 

• Plastering 'Wet Rooms 

Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job 
too small _ 

01446 678671 
07526 125982 


ADVERTISE HERE £12 inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. To take 
advantage of this offer simply either send in your 
description along with a cheque for the appropriate amount 
made payable to The Glamorgan GEM’ at The GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL or telephone us 
with your wording by 12 noon Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 774484. Advert must contain a 
residential land line telephone number. You may alter your 
advert as items are sold. Sorry no refunds are given. 


Cream 

Leather 

Sofa 

Excellent condition. 

£ 100 . 

01446 746358 


2010 Yamaha 
FZ6 - S2 

Yellow and Black, 

1 owner, FSH, 5,000 
miles, new MOT, 6 
months tax, immaculate 
condition. £2,900 ono 
01446 792780 



GEM 

01446 

774484 


^©cpwa(B(^ 




01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition 
of English, French 
and Spanish to both 
children and 
adults (beginners up 
to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 


J^[iLl®[lsti©Q 


4 Piece Suite 
- Leekes 

Cream/beige with 
autumn leaves, floral 
seat cushions. Hardly 
used. Cost £2,400. 

Will sell £150. 
01446 734734 

17/18 

Three Piece 
Suite 

Three years old, floral. 
Cost £1,600. 

Sell £300. 
01446 679171 
(Cowbridge) 

^ ' 16/17 

MAMAS & 
PAPAS 

Pram, pushchair and 
car sear. Grey in 
colour, good 
condition, £140. 
01446 743615 
(Barry) ,,^,3 


MOTHER OF THE 
BRIDE OUTFIT 

John Charles, 
size 14, amethyst 
colour £250 ono 
Matching Hat, Bag, 
Shoes (5) £50 ono. 
01446 772369 
(Cowbridge) 


Baxi Solo 
Wall Mounted 
Boiler 
WM50/4PF/ 
50000BTU 

With recent new fan, 
plus Drayton Flowshare 
2, 3 Way Valve Drayon 
Tempus, 6 
Programmer, plus 
Drayton Cylinder stand. 
All in good working 
order, a very reliable 
boiler. 

£300 (sold as seen) 

02920 700412 


Toyota Aygo 
Platinum 1.0 
3-Dr 2010 

Silver, A/C, FSH, 12 months 
MOT, 10 months Tax, 1 
owner, very low mileage 
(6,258). Immaculate 
condition. £5,695 
07792 621930 


Ford Fiesta 
1.3 54 Plate 

Silver, low mileage, 
E/W, CD Player, 
MOT Dec 14, 
excellent condition. 

For further info, call: 

01446 792652 


Electric Range 
Oven 

Diplomat El 000 DL. 
230V-240V. Size L 39” x W 
24” X H 36” £400 ono. 

Pushchair (Twins) 

Foldaway, three wheel 

£50 ono. 

01446 730471 


Susan Viant 

Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstety underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 , 

_ (evenings) _ J 


Antique Chest 
of Drawers 

In honey - two small 
and three large 
drawers. 

£100 ono 
01446 774557 


Brother Industrial 
Sewing Machine 

On stand, excellent 
working order, model 
no. DB2B790/5. 

£250 

01656 655615 

(Buyer collect) 


Large Unit 

With 2 doors with 8 leaded 
panels, attached side unit 
with 2 small doors, which 
sits on a base unit with 
large drawer and 2 small 
drawers. £250. 

01446 711928 

(Buyer collect) 


Electric 

Oven 

Indesit with ceramic hob, 
very good condition £60. 

Pine Dresser 
Two glass doors & two 
bottom cupboards, good 
condition £40. 
White Round Kitchen 
Table with 4 chairs, good 
condition £40. 

01656 658154 



4 Dark Brown Leather 
Dining Chairs 
In good order £200. 
Square Wooden 
Dining Table 
Top opens out 
double £100. 
02920 711407 
(Penarth) 


Do you have something 
to celebrate? 
BIRTH, BIRTHDAY, 
ANNIVERSARY ETC 


Now only 
£10 plus vat 

for a 5cm X 6cm colour 
greeting including 
a photo. 

Please ring Sue at 

The GEM 

on 01446 774484 


Sarah 

Smith 

on 1st January 


Photo 


Love from 

Mum, Dad 
& family xxx 
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Temporary Distributors 

Required to deliver the Thomson Local 
in Cardiff, Llandaff, Barry, Llanederyn, 
Radyr, Llantwit Major, Ystradowen, 
Cowbridge, Penarth and 
surrounding areas. 

Good rates of pay and flexible working hours. 
You will need a car to transport your directories. 

Call 01252 390990 

www.bookaroute.com 

Text CARDN to 07786 208008 

Required 

Mechanic/ 

Autotechnician 

NVQ3 or higher in light vehicles. 
Competitive Salary. 

Circa 17,000 to 30,000 
depending on experience plus 
benefits & bonus. 

This vacancy has become 
available due to the opening of 
our new servicing unit. 

Call us on 02921 660906 
for more information. 



TO LET 

Large 2 Bed Flat 
Fully Refurbished 

Gladstone 
Park, Barry 

£500 pern 

07766 306650 



WILD 

Janet 



The service at All Saints Church, Barry 
on Monday, 28th April 2014 has been 
changed to Wednesday, 30th April 2014 
at 11.15am with cremation at Barry 
Crematorium at 12.45pm. 

Any enquiries please ring 
A.G. Adams & Son on 01446 735400. 


FITCHETT 

Rosie 

The family of Rosie Fitchett would like to thank 
everyone for their messages of sympathy and cards 
and to all who attended her funeral. 

To Drs Jemmett and partners and the District Nurses 
without whose help, care and support we would not have 
been able to keep mum at home. To Arthur and his team 
at WA Brown and Son Funeral Directors, whose 
thoughtfulness and attention to detail helped us through 
this difficult time. Lastly, Daphne - a very special lady. 

Thank you all. 




JONES 

Katherine Ruby (KIT) 


After a sudden and unexpected illness. Mum (Kit) 
passed away on April 14th, beloved wife of the late 
Ted, much loved Mum of Lynne, Suzette, Mark, 
Tim and their families. Cherished Nanny Kit to all 
her Grandchildren & Great Grandchildren. 


Kit will be greatly missed by all who loved 
and knew her. 


Resting in the Private Chapel of The Vale Funeral 
Service, 181 Court Road, Barry until her service at 
Cadoxton Methodist Church, Barry on Monday, 
28th April at 11.00am followed by interment at 
Barry Cemetery. 

Flowers may be sent to the Funeral Home or 
donations may be made at the service to Cancer 
Research Wales in memory of Kit. 

Funeral Arrangements entrusted to Lyndsay Ellis 
@ The Vale Funeral Service 01446 407962. 



Taylor 

W^impey 


Come and meet us to find out more 
about our proposal for land to the 
North of Railway Line (West), Rhoose 

We alwaiys try to keep local 
communities informed as we 
prepare and then submit our 
planning applications, and we 
really welcome any comments 
that you may have at this stage. 

Taylor Wtmpey Is intendng 
to apply for outine planning 
permission tor 350 homes and 
larxl for a new pnmary school 
at larxl tothe North of the 
Railway Line (Wosft Rhoose. 



Come and meet us: 

Rhoose Community Centre, Stewart Road. CF62 3EZ 
11.30am - 8pm on Thursday 1st May 2014 
For more information visit 
vmw.tay1orwimpey.co.ukMtoose-north 



I** WILUAMS **1 

Jane Louise 

Peacefully at home on 17th April 2014 aged 46. 
Adored wife and best friend of husband Chris and 
devoted mother of loving sons James and Sam. 
Much loved daughter of Ray and Alison and 
daughter-in-law of Paul and Marie. Jane will be 
deeply missed by all of her family and friends. 
Jane’s Funeral Service will be held at 11.45am on Friday 
April 25th at Our Lady & St Illtyd Church, Ham Lane 
East, Llantwit Major, followed by a service of committal 
at Coychurch Crematorium at 1.45pm. 

Jane requested flowers only from her immediate family. 
Any donations in lieu of flowers may be made to her 
Pancreatic Cancer Research Fund appeal via 
www.justgiving.com/janewilliams9. Jane ^so requested 
that her service is to be a celebration of her life and she 
specifically asked that everyone attending is to wear 
something purple, such as a tie, scarf or flower. 

All enquiries to Pontyclun Funeral Services. Clun 
Avenue, Pontyclun, CF72 9AG. Tel (01443) 224358. 

BAKER 

Roy Leonard 

Passed away suddenly in hospital on 20th 
April. Loving and kind husband of Gwen and 
dear father of Paul, Lynda, Helen and Peter, 
son-in-laws Gordon and Phil and daughter- 
in-laws Annette and Julie. Much loved by all 
his grandchildren and great grandchildren. 

Will be sadly missed by all his family and 
friends but never forgotten. 

Funeral Service on Friday, 2nd May at 3pm 
at the Vale of Glamorgan Crematorium, Port Road, 
Barry. Family flowers only by request, donations in 
lieu for Leukaemia Research or Alzheimer’s 
research can be made at the service or sent to: 

Park Funeral Directors, 7 Ty Newydd Road, Barry, 
CF62 8HB. Telephone: 01446 421212. 




1^ ASTON 

Patrick George 

Suddenly at his home in Llantwit Major on April 
19 after a short illness bravely borne, Patrick, 
beloved husband of Sally, much loved brother of 
Ralph, Jimmy, Patricia and Geraldine. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Friday May 2, service and 
cremation 1.30pm at Cardiff & Glamorgan 
Crematorium, Barry. Family flowers only may be 
sent to the Funeral Home, donations in lieu, if 
desired, to Pancreatic Cancer Research Fund and/or 
Dogs Trust, Bridgend, both c/o J James, 11 Fonmon 
Road, Rhoose, Vale of Glamorgan CF62 3DZ. 

A special thanks to Dr Foreman. 



m iilin Hull' .I • 

<KMSKI tttj 

THANK YOU » 



Bert Thomas would like to thank 
everyone who contributed in any way 
towards his birthday celebrations, 
including all parties arranged, cards, 
phone calls, gifts and well wishes in 
marking his 90th birthday on April 20. 


'He hopes you all enjoyed 
pj it as much as he did!" 


a 

« 

a 

ft 

ft 
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ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years 
experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885251742 


WANTED 

Folding Mobility 
Scooter. 

Suitable to fit in 
car boot. 
Please Ring 
01446 412231 

The GEM 

01446 774484 
gemsales® 
tindlenews.co.uk 
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LOOK WHO'S 0^ 


Happy 

Birthday 

RACHEL 
SWEENEY 1 
(Daw) 

on 28 April 2104 
Lots of Love, 
Mum, Dad and 
all the family 

XXX 


• 40 • 40 • 40 • 40 • 40 • 40 • 


★ 

< 

JAMES ★ JAMES ★ JAMES ★ JAMES ★ JAMES 

JAMES 

4 

i 


THOMPSON 

4 


Happy 18th Birthday 

cn 

!/3 


We are so proud 

> 


of you! 

if 


Lots of love 


1 

Mum, Dad & Liddy xxx 

saiAVf ^ saivvf 4 saiwf ^ saiAvf 4 saiwf 

i 


Gemma Duncan 

Have a great day 

Lots of love 

Mum, Dad, Becca, Simon, 
Charlie, Idly & Finley xxxx 




John Whatling 

Happy 

60 th 

Birthday 

(30th April 2014) 

With love from, 

L3mne, George, 
Jonathan & Sarah, 
Gemma & Nick xxx 





W A Brown Son 







W.H.PREENE&SON 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


Cadoxton Funeral Home 
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VEHICLE TESTING 
STATION 


LLANDOW 

MOT 

CENTRE LTD 


VEHICLE TESTING 
STATION 




CARS £29.99! VANS £34.99! 

Free Re-Test 

NO GIMMICKS OR SPECIAL OFFERS, 
JUST GREAT VALUE ALL YEAR ROUND. 

ALL ASPECTS OF VEHICLE REPAIR AND 
MAINTENANCE COVERED INCLUDING HGVS 



SERVICING 


AIR 
CONDITIONING 



REPAIRS 


TRACKING 



ENGINE MANAGEMENT 
DIAGNOSTICS 


FLEET BUSINESS 
CCOUNTS AVAILABLE 


TYRES (All Brands and Sizes 


155/65/r 4 BUDGET - £42. 
195/50/15 BUDGET - £48. 
205/55/15 BUDGET - £54. 
225/40/18 BUDGET - £50. 


All prices include VAT and fitting. 



HELPING THE VALE THROUGH THE RECESSION 

OPEN SAM- 5PM MON-SAT 01446 771828 
UNIT 8A VALE BUSINESS PARK 

From the entrance to the estate, take your third right then first left and we are straight ahead. 
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FOR ONLY 

£8040 

OR FOR ONLY 

SAVE 

£2105 

AGAINST MRRP 

FOR ONLY 


£149 

£149 



DEPOSIT 

PERMONTHt 

J 


a 



r ■ 

C- 
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2013 PLATE 

TOYOTA 

AYGO 

MODE 1.0 wri 
3 DOOR 

• £0 ROAD FUND LICENCE 

• UP TO 5 YEARS UJARRANTY 
•UPT074.3MPG'''' 

• GROUP 1 INSURANCE 

• FREE DRIVEAUJAY INSURANCE 


62 PLATE 

TOYOTA 

YARIS 

TR1.33 
5 DOOR 

•AIR CONDITIONING 

• ALLOY lUHEELS 

• LOIU INSURANCE 

• UP TO 5 YEARS lUARRANTY 


12 62 TOYOTA AWENSIS 

T4 1.84drln Black 6660 Miles 


£ 13995 ) 



1313 TOYOTA AURIS 

ICON 1.33 SdrTitanium 12576 Miles 



1262 TOYOTA YARIS 

SR 1.33 5drln White 10501 Miles 


■ f ouRd 1 AAe^ (MUM C OUR 

i ^pRicEfci iyy3j i ^pRicEgyyy j j 



1212 

TOYOTA iQ 

1.0 3dr 

In Purple 24569 Miles 


0959 

TOYOTA AYGO 

Blue 1.0 SdrMMT 
In Blue 19584 Miles 


1060 

VOLKSWAGEN FOX 

Urban 55 3dr 
In Black 32250 Miles 


NOW 

ONLY 


£6995) [gy £5995] 


g£5995 


1010 

VAUXHALL CORSA 

1.3 CDTi Energy 5dr 
In Block 39890 Miles 

[gy£6995) 


• OVER 50% OF OUR STOCK ARE NON TOYOTA FRANCHISE 


FRF Toyota Used Cars 

Tondu Road, Bridgend, 

Mid Glamorgan CF314LH 

01656 646646 




[w.facebook.com/ I 
frftoyota J 


SCAN HERE WITH YOUR SMART 
PHONE TO VIEW OUR USED CAR 
OFFERS ON OUR WEBSITE 


MORE FRF TOYOTA USED 
CAR OFFERS ONLINE 


Finance example based on ''''Toyota AYGO 1.0 Go: Cash Price £i,—,. -^-----,-, 

last payment), Total Amount Payable £6,963.89 40 X Monthly Payments of £99.54.1 Payment of £99.54 u/ith a final optional payment of £ 

Over IB's only. U/ritten quotations available on request. A guarantee may be required. Mileage permitted Maximum 35,000. Mileage on dt_ 

shown are for illustration purposes only. ''''Mileage figures quoted are based on a Extra Urban figures supplied by Manufacturers. ‘'^Savings advertised ai 


_to Finance £7,591.00, Total Charges for Credit £1,612.49 (including £0 Acceptance Fee an___ 

_,_miles per annum. Duration of Contract 42 months. Interest Rate (fixed) 6.07%, Representative APR 8.8%. Representative 

O^osit £394, Balance to Finance £5,601, Total Charges for Credit £1,263.35 (including £0 Acceptance Fee and £0 Option to purchase fee r- 
10,000 miles per annum. Duration of Contract 42 months. Interest Rate (fixed) 6.45%, Representative APR 8.8%. Finance subject to stati 


8 8% APR 

UaU /U REPRESENTATIVE 


i against new list prices. 


uiiuui.frftoyota.co.uk 
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Dutch rugby team highlights 
Armed Forces Day in June 



THE visiting Dutch side 
from s-Hertogenbosch 
proved emphatic winners 
over Army Reserve (Wales) 
in what could become an 
annual rugby event. 

The Dutch side was handicapped 
by losing no less than 10 players 
called up for duty with their 
national side. Even so, they 
managed an 18-11 victory over the 
fledgling Army Reserve side. 

The game, billed as the opener to 
the run-up to Armed Forces Day 
Wales on June 28 was played at 
Cowbridge between two teams 
mindful of the significant historic 
implications of the meeting. 


“It is important that we keep the 
remembrance,” said Dutch team 
organiser Maikel Weyes, who is 
also a committee member of the 
Society of October 1944, 
responsible for the city’s 
commemorations. 

“This game was suggested by the 
Armed Forces Day organisers and 
of course we had to accept. 
Hopefully next year, a team will 
come out to us from Wales and we 
will keep the connection going.” 

In 1944,70 years ago, the largely 
Territorial 53rd Welsh Division 
liberated s-Hertogenbosch with a 
loss of over 146 lives. 

The Dutch city has never 
forgotten, and each year celebrates 


its liberation. But 70 years on, the 
number of veterans stiU alive has 
dwindled and reluctantly the city 
has decided that this year will be the 
last big commemoration. 

In June, the mayor of s- 
Hertogenbosch will lead a 
contingent of an 80 strong band and 
a 100 strong choir as well as a 
group of some 22 cyclists. They 
will cycle from s-Hertogenbosch to 
Wales to take part in Armed Forces 
day in Cardiff. 

They will carry a Davy lamp that 
will have been lit from the eternal 
flame at the local British War 
Cemetery where those killed during 
the liberation of the city are buried. 

Doug McArthur 


Generous Barry Vets declare 'a 
draw’ in clash at Rhoose bowls 


On Thursday April 17, Rhoose Bowling 
Club played its first match of the season. 

A mixed team from Rhoose entertained a Barry 
Veterans side. 

Although it took the Vets’ team a few ends to 
master the all weather surface they were soon ahead 
on several rinks. 

Rhoose fought back but by the final ends the Vets 
were clearly ahead on three rinks. However in a very 
gentlemanly manner the Vets declared the match a 


draw. Except for the cold temperature all enjoyed 
their afternoon of bowling. 

The club’s ‘Open Day’ on Saturday, April 5, was 
successful and resulted in the club recruiting five 
new members. The ladies’ section is still looking for 
extra members. 

Anyone who is interested in learning to play bowls 
can still come to the club in Celtic Way. Free 
coaching is available on Monday Evenings at 
5.30pm. All you need is a flat pair of shoes. For 
information, please email: jhopl06639@aol.com 


Vale Karate success at huge 
WKL season opening event 


THE Welsh Karate League stepped 
up to another level on Sunday, 
April 13 at the opening 
tournament of the new seaso at 
which 37 clubs sent more than 450 
entries to the WKA International 
Open. 

A small squad from Portugal attended, and 
all four of the major organisations that form 
the English Karate Council; Karate England, 
KarateSport England, FEKO and the AM A had 
participants involved, as well as a big group 
from Ireland also present, with the IK AW 
sending squads from five clubs: Carlow, 

Ballon, Bigstone, Ballinabrannagh and Askea. 

The home of Sport Wales, the Welsh 
Institute of Sport, was the venue - a brilliant 
stage for the biggest and highest quality WKL 
event yet, and probably the biggest and 
certainly highest quality Karate tournament in 
Wales in years! 

There is now a very definite buzz around the 
league and Karate Wales. Wales’ most 
successful clubs over the past decade or so are 
now vying for honours with strong squads. 

This will drive standards up. Vale Karate, Ken 
Bu Kan and The Bushi-Kai will be hard to oust 
in the league pecking order, but there is a 
plethora of talent emerging from many other 
clubs in the league! Cardiff Shotokan, Cogan, 
Talbot, Kansei, Pencoed, Wattstown... the list 
goes on of Karate Wales clubs who have huge 
potential in their ranks! 

Vale Karate had a huge squad with 81 
category entries in Cardiff. A couple of new 
categories boosted their attendance. Vale 
entered four junior teams and no fewer than six 
parent and child Kata pairings. 

Vale Karate earned 172 points, more than at 
any event last season, and nine gold, seven 
silver and 18 bronze medals. 

Included in that medal haul were two gold 
medals for Josh Dwyer who took top honours 
in both under-14 Advanced Kata and Kumite. 

A spectacular day was brought to a 
conclusion with the special adult team events, 
and a great performance by the Karate Wales 


men’s team who won the event beating the 
quality KarateSport England team in the 
process. 

The second event is fast approaching on 
May 11 in Bridgend. 

Vale Karate medallists 

GOLD: Jared Butcher under-14 Special Needs 
Kata; Asa Madsen 14 plus Special Needs Kata; 
Heidi and Kloe Parent and Child Kata; Emma 
and Alex (Panthers) Junior Pairs Kata; Emma 
Squire, under 16 Advanced kata; Vale Samurai 
under-12 Team Kumite; Josh Dwyer, under-14 
Advanced Kata; Josh Dwyer, under-14 
Advanced Boys Kumite; Leah Copeland, 

Ladies Kata. 

SILVER: Bradley James, under-14 Special 
Needs Kata; Daniel Richards, 14 plus Special 
Needs Kata; Giulia and Chiara Parent and 
Child Kata; Josh and Harrison (Vipers) Junior 
Pairs Kata; Chiara Baker, Junior Shotokan 
Kata; Einnian O’Donovan, under-10 Advanced 
Boys kumite; Danica Apologista, under-12 
Advanced Kata. 

BRONZE: Lucas Widdrington, under-14 
Special Needs Kata; Connor Shill, under-14 
Special Needs Kata; Pippa and Chris Parent 
and Child Kata; Jon and Alex Parent and 
Child Kata; Danica and Chiara (Dragons) 
Junior Pairs Kata; Kloe Christoforato, Junior 
Shotokan Kata; Danica Apologista, Junior 
Shotokan Kata; Kian George, under-8 Boys 
kumite; Jay Eorsyt, under-8 Boys Kumite; 
Alexandra Slack , under-16 Advanced Kata; 
Vale Karate under-10 Team Kumite; Vale 
Karate under-14 Team Kumite; Ella Lyons, 
under-10 Advanced Kata; Ella Eorsyth, under- 
12 Girls Kumite; Chiara Baker, under-12 
Advanced Kata; Matthew Hill, Mens Kata; 

Amy Davis, Ladies Kumite; Rory O’Donovan, 
Mens Veteran Kumite. 


r 


EXHAUSTS • TYRES • BATTERIES • 4x4 TYRES • SHOCKS • BRAKES • MOT’S • DISCS • SERVICING 


FREE SPRING CHECK 

CALL INTO ETB FOR YOUR FREE SPRING SAFETY CHECK! 


amoGESTonE 

PREMIUM SPECIALS 



Size / Make 

195/50 VR15 Bridgestone TOOl 
195/65 VR15 Bridgestone TOOl 
205/55 VR 16 Bridgestone TOOl 
225/45 YR17 Bridgestone SOOl 
225/40 YR18 Bridgestone SOOl XL 


Price 

£5630 
£6330 
£7130 
£9730 
£ 115.00 . 


GOODYEAR DUNLOP 


UN j.Mli //il-i jfH M»-1 


195/65 VR 15 

205/55 VR 16 


GOODYEAR £m 

EfficientGrip £01.95 

GOODYEAR 

EfficientGrip 

£6895 

195/55 HR 16 

205/55 VR 16 


GOODYEAR 

DUNLOP 

£6895 

Excellence A A 

RunOnFlat £W.50 

L _ 

BluResponse 


EXHAUSTS 

To fit Ford Ko 1.3 '02-'08 —OII 
Rear Silencer (154-123) only £OV.95 

BATTERIES 

With 3 YEAR WARRANTY _ A ^ 
(UK063E)only £47.95 


rrrres 

PREMIUM SPECIALS 

Size / Make Price 

205/S5WR16AvonZV5 £64.95 

215/55WR16 Avon ZV5 X/L £85.95 
225/45WR17AvonZV5X/L £88.95 
225/40WR18 Avon ZV5 X/L £99.95 

WINTER SPECIALS 

195/65 HR 15 Avon Ice 205/55 HR 16 Avon Ice 

£69.95 £79.95 


STANDARD TYRES from 

^£31.95 

165/70TR13 . 

175/70TR14 . 

175/65TR14 . 

FROM ONLY £31.95 
FROM ONLY £38.95 
FROM ONLY £33.50 

PERFORMANCE TYRES from 

^ £38.50 

185/65HR14. 

185/65HR15. 

195/65HR15. 

FROM ONLY £38.50 
FROM ONLY £38.95 
FROM ONLY £39.75 

HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES from 

^£39.95 


185/55VR15 

195/50VR15 

195/65VR15 

205/55VR16 


FROM ONLY £41 .00 
FROM ONLY £42 .50 
FROM ONLY £39.95 
FROM ONLY £44 .95 


ULTRA HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES from 


£47.95 


IF YOUR TYRE SIZE IS NOT SHOWN PLEASE CALL FOR A QUOTATION. 
AU INCLUSIVE PRICES WITH NO HIDDEN EXTRAS! 


205/55WR16 
215/55WR16 . 
225/45WR17 
225/40WR18 


FROM ONLY £47.95 
FROM ONLY £53 .95 
FROM ONLY £49.95 
FROM ONLY £49.95 


Cardiff Road, Cadoxton 

Barry AA 

CF63 2QW TT 

01446 733167 



271 Penarth Road 
Cardiff AA ( 
CF11 8TT TT 

029 20 382644 





WE ARE OPEN: MONDAY - FRIDAY 8.00am - 5.30pm, SATURDAYS 8.00am - 4.00pm. \visa\ 

OUR PRICES ARE ALL INCLUSIVE - NO HIDDEN EXTRAS! all major credit cards accepted. 
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Bosuns suffer a 
narrow defeat 


BARRY CHESS CLUB REPORT 


LAST week we reported that the Vale team 
lost heavily to Cardiff and now stand in 
third place in the Premier League. This 
week the same group of players from 
Barry represented the Bosons’ team in the 
East Glamorgan League and in the Welsh 
Knock Out Cup. 

In chronological order the knock out Cup game 
was played first. 

This was against possibly the strongest rated team 
in the competition so we knew we had a tough match. 

They outrated us on all four boards. On the top 
board an in-form Lee Davis earned a draw against 
Alan Young, w hi le on the bottom board Rhys Steele 
took the whole point against David Guy. 

Unfortunately on the middle boards we could not 
replicate these results and lost a close match by 2.5 - 
1.5. 

We now have the chance to redeem ourselves as we 
drop into the Plate competition where we have been 
drawn at home to Bridgend Central. 

In the league we had destiny in our own hands. 
Going into the final round of games we held a 2 point 
advantage over the Castles. 

The Bosons had to play the Cardiff Monarchs. 
Father and son Lee and Ashley Davis earned draws. 

However the middle order huffed and puffed but 
they blew us away to beat us by 4-1. 

Of note was the defeat of Rhys by Bill Hunt. This 
was Rhys’s first defeat since he lost to Craig 
Woolcock back in February. 

Before this match he was unbeaten in 10 games, 
winning 9 and drawing only 1. 

The Bosons have a lead of 3 points. The final game 
for the Castles is against the Caerphilly Kings. A 
victory for the Castles by any margin will take the 
title. Come on you Kings! 

The Camelots finished their season with a 3-2 
victory over the already relegated St Johns' College. 

At long last Lee managed to defeat his nemesis 
Robert Taylor with John Stephenson and Peter 
Watkins earning our other points. The camelots are 
now definitely safe from relegation and sit in 6th 
place but the Kings will probably move above us as 
they have 2 games to play. 

In division 4 the Gambits finished their season with 
a third play off win. They defeated the Penarth 
Barons 3-2 but on paper we would have expected to 
lose this game as the Barons were the higher rated 
team. The improving Jason grice took another victory 
whilst Windsor Lewis and Martin Ricketts did well to 
eaem draws. The Gambits finished 5th but we already 
knew that. 

The Barry Chess Club meets at 7:30 pm each 
Monday at the West End Club. St. Nicholas Road, 
Barry CF62 6QY. The club is open to players of all 
standards; whether you are interested in playing 
competitive chess or just the occasional friendly 
games. PJ 


Bridgend bridge latest results 
THE results for Bridgend Bridge Club for 
a recent event are for Wednesday, April 16. 

First, Dave Barwood and Jane Brook; second, John 
Henson and Geoff Tinkler; third, Graham Jones and 
Irene Thomas. 

Regular club nights take place on Wednesdays and 
Fridays at Nolton Church Hall at 7pm. We try to start 
play at that time so it helps if people arrive 10 minutes 
early. 

On Thursdays from 2pm to 5pm, also at Nolton 
Church Hall, there are gentle bridge sessions for the 
less experienced where assistance is readily available. 

The best placed improvers for April 17 were Linda 
Jenkins Dilys Bowser V Irene Thomas Susan Hunt 
and Christine Davies 

The cheese and wine evening in aid of Bridgend 
Samaritans has been moved to May 9 to which all are 
most welcome. DN 


Recent results from 
Porthcawl Bridge Club 

RESULTS from Porthcawl Bridge Club 
are: 

Saturday, April 5: First, Liam Sheridan and Tony 
Haworth; second, Terry Dolan and Kate Craven. 

Monday, April 7: First, Peter Jenkins and William 
Bell; second, Marian Evans and Trish Saunders. 

Thursday, April 10: First, Terry Dolan and Janet 
Richards; second, Connie Dick and Roger Draper. 

Saturday, April 12: First, Connie Dick and Roger 
Draper; second, Dil and Marian Evans. 

Monday, April 14th: Eirst, Roger Plant and Terry 
Dolan; second, Trish Saunders and Janet Richards. 

Thursday, April 7: Eirst, Janet Richards and Roger 
Draper; second, Tony Haworth and Keith Davison. 

The club meets three times a week on Saturday 
and Thursday at the Awel-y-Mor centre, and Monday 
at the Glamorgan Holiday Hotel at 7pm-10.15pm. 
Visitors welcome. To contact the club, call secretary 
Trish (01656 785794). TH 


Evergreen Master golfers on way to Porthcawl 


WELSH golf fans are being reminded that 
two golfers who took part in the US 
Masters will be playing in this year’s 
Senior Open Championship at the Royal 
Porthcawl Golf Club, July 24 - 27. 

Miguel Angel Jimenez and Bernhard Langer 
secured impressive top 10 finishes at Augusta, and 
the pair will be joined by stars such as Ered Couples, 
Colin Montgomerie, Ian Woosnam, and Gordon 
Brand Jr when they play south Wales’ premier links 
course. 

The Welsh Government has reached a £5m 
agreement for three Senior Open Championships to 
be played in Wales between 2014 and 2024, and 
Bridgend County Borough Council (BCBC) is 
contributing £50,000 towards the hosting of the first 
event in Porthcawl, which is predicted to attract 
34,000 spectators. 

Coun David Sage, BCBC cabinet member for 
tourism said: “Now that they are in their 50s, both 
Bernhard Langer and Miguel Angel Jimenez are 


Barry Athletic 
loses pre-season 
friendly match 

BARRY Athletic finished their warm up 
to the new season with a loss to Penarth at 
The Island Oval on Saturday. 

Winning the toss Penarth batted first and got off to 
a solid start with former Sully player Ryan Sylvester 
hitting 40 before he was caught by Paul Murphy off 
the bowling of Kieron Eerriday with the score on 58. 

Penarth lost their second wicket with the score on 
78 with Cameron being bowled by Paul Murphy. 

Penarth then batted well and moved their score to 
303 for 7 in their 45 overs with Davies getting 66, 
Skone 49 and Morgan 89. 

Barry’s innings got off to a bad start when they 
lost Paul Murphy to a disastrous run-out with the 
score on 3. 

Ashley Baker then proceeded to play with some 
grace as he hit at a run a ball 29 before he was out 
with the score on 44. 

Craig Brock was next to go for 8, this only 
brought Nathan Baker to join Hugh Smith. 

Smith was out for 18 with the score on 79. White, 
and Ellis also soon followed before Nathan Baker 
reached his 50 and was not out with 54, with Barry 
ending their innings on 149 for 6 in their 45 overs. 

This Saturday Barry Athletic start their league 
season with a home game against local rivals Sully 
Centurions. 

It is a highly anticipated game ever since Sully 
pulled out of The Premier League. It is sure to be a 
hard fought game with some top quality cricket 
being played, with it being many years since they 
last met in a league game. 

The people of Barry are encouraged to make an 
effort to come and watch this local derby between 
two old rivals. It is sure to be entertainment. 

MR 


eligible for the seniors tour, and will be playing at 
Royal Porthcawl this summer. By doing so well in 
the Masters, they have shown that class is permanent 
and that they have lost none of the qualities that took 
them to the very pinnacle of the sport over so many 
years.” 

He added: “It will be a pleasure to see them play 
at the Senior Open Championship. Hosting this 
prestigious event will help to put Bridgend county 
borough on the map, and bring benefits to the local 
economy.” 

The ‘Senior Open Championship presented by 


Rolex’ takes place at Royal Porthcawl and tickets 
can be bought by calling the hotline on 0800 023 
2557 or via www.senioropengolf.com. Please note 
that children aged under 16 go free. 

Volunteers are also required for the Senior Open 
Championship. Roles include being a marshal, 
scorer or courtesy car driver, and all volunteers 
need to be aged over 18. For further details, email 
golfmarshaltso @ outlook.com 


BARRY TYRE and ^*74 
AUTOCENTRE 

A family owned business serving Barry for nearly 40 years. 


Tyres 



ALWAYS BEST PRICES 
LOCAL PRICE MATCH GUARANTEE 
ON LIKE FOR LIKE PRODUCTS 




Car Servicing from only £49.95 


MAIN DEALER SERVICING, BUT NOT AT MAIN DEALER PRICES. 

ORIGINAL SPECIFICATION PARTS USED. 

TOP GRADE OILS USED. SERVICE RECORDS FULLY STAMPED. 


Please phone for a quote for your vehicle! 



iTl LOWER GUTHRIE 
' STREET, BARRYCF63 4PS 
01446 737447 


HOLTON ROAD, 
BARRY CF63 4HU 
01446 745888 


www.barrytyreautocentre.co.uk 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED SaturdayTsOam - l"oOpm 





Full Dealer Sendee 
Parts & Repairs 

^YEA^ 


3.5 Ton lowing 
Capacity 


ioe<J 
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All prices plus 
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CAIL OWCAll ws 


Call Paul Lewis LOW RKTE 
on 02920 367883 FINANCE 
Ww«K*Van or 07811 255417 AVAILABLE 


I 

T1 


uzu 

PICK-UP 
ssionRi.s 


^ Whittle Road, leckwith industrial Estate. Cardiff CFll CAT 
H (off Hadfield Road) www.wanstvc.co.uk • FoIIow us on Fucebook & itaiiner 

































38 - THE GEM 


WWW,facebook.com/slamorsansem www.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday, April 24th, 2014 



• NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! • NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! • NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! • NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! 


JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 



04 MINI Cooper (Pepper) 

In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 owner 
with a/c, very nice example 

£4.495 



08 LAND ROVER Discovery 3 2.7 
Diesel HSE Automatic 

In Silver with black leather, 58,000 miles, high spec 

£19.995 



07 HONDA JAZZ 1.3 DSi Sport 

Electric blue, 44,000 miles 

£4.995 



60 MERCEDES B160 Sport 

(Blue Efficiency) In black, 25,000 miles 

£10,495 



58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi 

5-Dr, silver, 33,000 miles, diesel 

£6.495 


Ran 


LAND ROVER Discovery 3 2.7 Diesel HSE, Automatic, 
7-Seater. in silver with black leather, 58,000 miles, high 

spec .£19,995 

SAAB 9.5 Vector SE 2.0 TD (160) Auto. In met grey, 

41,000 miles with leather trim .£12,995 

HONDA Jazz 1.4 Petrol/Electric HX Auto. In white/black 

lather, glass roof, 34,000 miles .£10,995 

MERCEDES B160 Sport (Blue Efficiency). In black, 

25,000 miles, on offer at.£10,495 

MERCEDES SLK 350 Auto. In silver, with leather, sat nav, 

air scarf etc, stylish convertible at .£8,995 

FORDMondeo 1.8 TDCi Zetec 5-Dr. In silver, 31,000 

miles, usual refinements .£8,995 

KIA Venga 2 1.6 Automatic. In red, 20,000 miles, a/c, 

alloys, p/sensors.£8,695 

RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.6 Dynamique 7-seater. In ice 

blue metallic, 27,000 miles, 1 owner.£8,495 

VW Polo 1.2 Diesel (75) SE. In silver, 65,000 miles, 

fantastic value at .£7,995 

FIAT 500 1.2 Pop In white, 17,000 miles, 1 owner .£7,495 
RENAULT Scenic 1.5 DCi Privelege. In met silver, 44,000 

miles, 1 owner .£7,495 

VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 CDTi Active + In black, 26,000 

miles, 1 owner, diesel, 7-seater.£7,495 

VW Polo 1.2S (New Shape) 3-Dr. In black, 33,000 miles . 

.£6,995 

MAZDA 6 2.0 TS2 Diesel 5-Dr. In black, 44,000 miles .. 

.£6,995 

FORD S-Max 1.8 Diesel Zetec 7 Seater. In silver, 82,000 

miles, very nice example at.£6,995 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Expression 5-Dr. In electric blue, 

32,000 miles, good looking car at.£6,795 

FORD Fiesta 1.2 Edge 3-Dr. In silver, 48,000 miles, 1 

owner .£6,495 

NISSAN Note 1.4 Acenta In met blue, 34,000 miles with 

sat-nav .£6,495 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi Design 5-Dr. In silver, 33,000 

miles diesel at.£6,495 

FORD Focus 1.8 Zetec 5-Dr. In black, 53,000 miles, 2 

owners .£6,495 

MINI Cooper. In oxigen blue with white roof, 59,000 miles, 

1 owner with stop/start .£6,495 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Extreme 5-Dr. In met red, 51,000 

miles, 1 owner .£5,995 

HONDA Civic 1.4 DSi SE 5-Dr. In silver, 74,000 miles, 

superb value.£5,995 

SEAT Leon 1.6 Styiance. In met gold, 57,000 miles, stylish 

family hatch .£5,995 

VOLVO S40 SE Sport 2.4 Diesei Auto. In Red with R 

Design Interior .£5,995 

TOYOTA PruisT-Sport Auto Hybrid. In black, low running 

costs.£5,995 

MINI One 1.4. In yellow, 49,000 miles, low running costs 

.£5,995 

SEAT Leon 1.9TDi Styiance 5-Dr. In black, 65,000 miles, 

a/c, alloys etc .£5,995 

HONDA Civic 1.8 Sport 5-Dr. In silver, 43,000 miles .... 

.£5,995 

LANDROVER Freeiander 2.0 Diesei Sport 5-Dr. 
Automatic in black/beige leather, 83,000 miles ... .£5,995 
KIA Sportage 2.0 CRDi XE 5-Dr. In black, 76,000 miles, 1 

lady owner, diesel 4x4 at .£5,995 

RENAULT Mejgane 1.6 Dynamique. New shape, 62,000 

miles, in met silver.£5,695 

PEUGEOT 207 Verve 1.4 3-Dr. In gunmetal, metalic, 

39,000 miles, alloys, a/c etc.£5,295 

KIA Rio 1.4 5-Dr. In black, 1 owner .£4,995 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.3 Diesei Life 5-Dr In black, 64,000 

miles .£4,995 

FORD KA 1.2 Styie (New Shape). In black, 46,000 miles, 

1 owner.£4,995 

SUZUKI Swift 1.3 Diesei DDi5 5-Dr. In met blue, 82,000 

miles.£4,995 

HONDA Jazz 1.3 DSi Sport. In electric blue, 44,000 miles, 

very desirable at.£4,995 

SEAT Aitea 1.9 TDi Rference. In black, 53,000 miles, 1 
owner .£4,995 


TOYOTA Avensis 2.2 D-4D T180. In met silver, 82,000 

miles with leather, sat-nav etc.£4,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi 5-Dr. In black, 44,000 miles 

with air con.£4,795 

HYUNDAI ilO Comfort 1.2 5-dr. In met grey, 32,000 miles, 

£30 road tax.£4,695 

NISSAN Note 1.6 SVE Automatic. In silver, 47,000 miles, 

superb example .£4,695 

VW Poio S 1.4 TDi 5-Dr. In met grey, 82,000 miles, £30 


road tax 


miles . 



£4,695 


FORD FIESTA 1.2 Zetec Climate 3-Dr. In apple green 

metallic.£4,495 

SMART Fortwo Passion MHD Auto In met blue/black two 

tone, 25,000 miles, 21,000 miles.£4,495 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi Automatic. In black, 52,000 

miles with a/c.£4,495 

MINI Cooper (Pepper). In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 owner 

with a/c, very nice example .£4,495 

MINI Cooper. In chilli red with black roof, alloys, c/d etc, 

superb value at.£4,295 

VW Beetle 1.9 Diesel. In speed blue, 53,000 miles, 

1 owner.£4,295 

CHEVROLET Aveo 1.2 LS 5-Dr. In silver, 24,000 miles, 

fantastic value at .£3,995 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Auto 5-Dr. In met 

gold, 53,000 miles .£3,995 

CITROEN C4 1.6 SXi 5-Dr Auto. In ice grey, low mileage 

example at .£3,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Design Automatic 5-Dr. In silver, 

32,000 miles.£3,995 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 Diesei (150) SRi 5-Dr. In black with 

exterior pack.£3,995 

MERCEDES Cl 80 Kompressor SE Auto. In silver, 

fantastic value, executive saloon.£3,995 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi Coupe. In black, a/c, alloys etc, 

stylish sport coupe.£3,695 

CITROEN Cl Vibe 3-Dr. In red, 44,000 miles, with rear 

spoiler, low insurance.£3,695 

RENAULT Ciio 1.4 Dynamique 3-Dr. In black, 53,000 

miles.£3,695 

TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 VVTi Sport. In met grey, 69,000 miles, 

£30 road tax.£3,695 

RENAULT Ciio 1.2 Campus 5-Dr. In black, 67,000 miles, 

low insurance.£3,495 

FIAT Punto Active 1.2 3-Dr. In black, 60,000 miles, low 

insurance .£3,495 

FIAT Grande Punto 1.2 Active 5-Dr. In Black, 51,000 

miles.£3,495 

PEUGEOT 207 1.4S (90) 3-Dr. In electric blue, 63,000 

miles with a/c.£3,495 

MAZDA 6 20TS 5-Dr. In silver, 78,000 miles, 2 owners 

.£3,495 

MAZDA 3TS2 1.6 5-Dr. In met grey, 71,000 miles .£3,295 
CITROEN Cl Vibe 3-Dr. In red, 88,000 miles, 1 owner, low 

insurance .£2,995 

FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec 3-Dr. In crystal green, 52,000 

miles, alloys, a/c.£2,995 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Ciub Auto 5-Dr. In met blue, 65,000 


61 HONDA Jazz 1.4 Petrol/Electric HX Auto 

Black leather, glass roof, 34,000 miles 

£10,995 



58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec Climate 3-Dr. 

In apple green, metallic 

£4,495 



04 VW Beetle 1.9 Diesel 

In speed blue, 53,000 miles, 1 owner 

£4,295 



11 FIAT 500 1.2 Pop 

In white, 17,000 miles, 1 owner 

£7,495 


£2,995 


HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 SE. In red with black leather trim, 

70,000 miles, sports coupe at .£2,995 

VW Poio 1.2 Twist 3-Dr. In silver, 66,000 miles, low 

insurance .£2,995 

TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 Automatic 5-Dr. In silver, 65,000 miles 

with a/c, s/roof etc .£2,995 

SUZUKI Wagon R 1.3 Automatic. In met blue, 73,000 

miles, easy to get in and out.£2,695 

FORD Street KA 1.6 Ice. In met grey, with full leather, 

59,000 miles, convertable at .£2,495 

MGTF ‘160’. Silver/black leather, 48,000 miles with hard 

top.£2,495 

HONDA Civic 1.6 V-Tec S Automatic 3-Dr. In silver, 

53,000 miles, 1 owner.£2,495 

ROVER 75 1.8 SE. In met gold, 89,000 miles, nice example 
at.£1,795 



61 SAAB 9.5 Vector SE 2.0 TD 
(160) Auto 

Met grey, 41,000 miles with leather trim 


£12,995 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warran'fy. 

Just a small selection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


RBC 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry Train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE RACKAGES TO SUIT ALL • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAIIABLE • ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 




MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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BMW - MINI ! MERCEDES BENZ - SMART PORSCHE • AUDI • VW - SEAT • SKODA JAGUAR 

• NOEPFNOCNT GERMAN ANO PERFORMANCE RPECIAIIRTS 
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Parking Sensors 

£35 

Basic 01 Change 

£45 

Front Brake Pads 

£49 

OiebrSpedkeiqnSwwg 


Minor Serwe 

fB5 

Sparkplugs 

£40 



£45 

Diesel Remap 

£95 

Basic 01 Change 

£47 

Frcnt Brake Pads 

£50 

CMch 

£146 

Okehr Spscfcaikn Swwiesig 


Minor Safvke 

fB5 


Spere 

£45 

Diesel Remap 

£95 

Baste CNI Change 

£49 

Front Brake Pads 

£S6 

Ckitch 

Deibr SjpsdiQem SkRkcirig' 

£170 

Minot Senwe 

£99 


from £45 


BaacOIIChenge 

«0 1 

jBefic ON Change 

tab 1 

Basic OiChange 

tB5 1 

H BeelcOIChange 

C80 

Front Brake Fade 

C7S 1 

Front Brake Pads 

CS9 ■ 

Front Brafoa Rads 

005 

M Front Brdto Reds 

C75 

Software Updato 

r96 I 

RixifiatTym 

CBOeech H 

TranemMonFiUBh 

£S6 

■ CMch 

C2&0 

omtsf se^^ncckcfi Sii0Ofia~ 


OMte apecncfitan Sewng 


Ow>e%ictmky tikn4tirif: 


1 cnwer Of niton &tMe>te 


CBSBokaRud 

C36 1 

CBSBrekeRuld 

cas 1 

ASerwee 

046 

■ CBS Breke Fluid 

C35 

C8Sai$ef>ice 

C96 ■ 

' CBSaiSeivloe 

flio 

BServde 

C255 

" CBSOISeivIce 

fS6 


Excellent Value 
Superb Custoiner 


Happy CustomeiB 
Quaity Parts 
Qualified Experienced 
Former Dealer Staff 
Advanced DiagrxMtics 


1 Ty|)ical Prfotts 

Wheel Alignment 

t 

£25 

EGR VaK/e Repairs 

£65 

Turbo Cleaning 

£55 

DPFRagen 

£55 

Key Batteries 

£5 

Brake Inspectkxi 

Free 

Car Safety Check 

Free 

Battery Test stcpRnioiiu 

Free 
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When you use DATSC to service your vehicle 
we irKSide in our basic price what others 
ch€tfge you extra for, inducing the dealer. 

Top Quality Genuine Parts 

Rttrig biadrfnmtat i nycytsd parts lustcfcisanHviork. For soR/kxig¥ie only it geTMnepa^ 

Mobil 1, Castrol and Fuchs Oils 

Free Courtesy Cars or Coliection/Drop Off 

Nd orrly a use d the veltkia fras. the iraurance e oQvsrad neaaa ansr>gs SI tha tvre d bcohirig to avcNd 
dsappontmsoL 

Free Diagnostic Plugin (worth £125 at a typical franchised dealer) 

As pert d €M 0 fv 8erM<» schedule m da M pccMde a FPEE coda scan to Msees for arvy fault codes or errors 
logged This is part d oia siriwa for PRFVENTATVE maintanenos. ScAe a fault bofora it deelops irSo a maicx 
problecn sod am money* 

Wi haws the same diagnostic tooing as a franch i sed daala^ far all German and RBrformanoBvshidss.Wi also 
have the bed d the dtermarfoet l(»b ard equiprneot vMhxh meerw that vue am set up fa aocuratety (tognc^ 
arry faults and prova a part cineaded bofare dvTDyang money at iH 

Uhliis moet atBlK)f» arfa Fad Pt oenirea thd dairn ID do diagrKseoca our etstf oorr^ from rr^ 

beckgrournb ard have the eKperierce to pin poart a problem without wsSbng your rnoney. 

Free Fluid Topups in between services - pop in anytime 
Qualified Tec^nicans all from Main Dealer backoround 

Our lechnicana are trained eNpartii euv^xie d tharn has come faxn • fracKhised dsder becAgroind end has 
reosiMed ai the training. Nm you chacfcad that Ihe mechanic aC your MOT Station has bdhared to sit Ns 
eeenia? Modem cm m oornpicsted ard requee a technician loeps up to data vuih he qualihoetiorw 

ard lorxDwIadge. Do you really went to entrust your car to someone that doesn't kncMV the dffarem behesen 
a spemer and e barwto^ 

Free Mini Valet included 

^henvouhaMeaqiNAtyoeryoudonTwsnttoculcomafeardhavaaseccndralQ8ar>«oe Hsuingyourvshicle 
eervded correctly by eiperts is the cxily reel vwy to ertsuna that you can heue confddtoa in yoir vahicia being 
releble and perfonmngvMll 







Deutsche AutoTeknik 

5 WocxJham Road, Barry Docks CF63 4JE 
Service & Repairs: 08000 337 092 / 01446 327 007 
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Allstars tie for tournament win 
but are pipped on goal difference 



COWBRIDGE 
Allstars under-15 
netball team took 
part in the Cardiff 
and Vale clubs’ 
netball tournament 
recently at the 
House of Sport in 
Cardiff. 


ABOVE: 

(Back Row) Bethany Barrell, Heather Bowkett, Chloe Holehouse, Olivia Jones, Annie Lloyd 
(Front Row) Rachel Reilly, Salina Radcliffe, Ffion Vickers. 


being level on points at 
the end. The final 
placings were decided on 
goal difference, resulting 
in Cowbridge coming 
second by one goal. 

Heather Bowkett, 
Chloe Holehouse, Ffion 
Vickers, Rachel Reilly 
and Olivia Jones were 
, , - . ., selected among the top 

The “nder-15 A side 20 under-15 players, 
opened with a game under-15 Bs also 

1 A?" “<=h rivals, ^ 

CTK (A). Cowbridge g 

starred slowly and were Creigiau and Westend. 
trailing 3-1 at halftime Congratulations to all 

n ^*^ 1 , players who took part in 

Cowbridge fought back Jhe^oumament. It was 
to secure a well-deserved ^ outstanding display of 

n u \, , hilent, fitness and team 

Cowbridge then went j^om players that 

on to win all of their ^ome on in leaps 

matches convincingly bounds this year 

„ ms achieving so much. 

Cowbridge (B), Westend, (jood luck to both 

^ under-13 and under-15 

(B). CTK (A , however, ,oams who have secured 
also won a 1 of their ^ (^^e in the National 

following matches ^ 

This resulted m 
Cowbridge and CTK (A) 


Mixed bowls team 
are defeated in 
Penarth friendly 


ON a nice sunny 
afternoon, 
Cowbridge bowlers 
played a mixed 
friendly match at 
Penarth, but sadly 
they lost 54 shots - 
120 . 

Captain Kay Edwards’ 
rink was the only 
successful rink, having a 


On the losing rinks, 
skip Sue Flowers’ rink 
lost 7-26; skip Alan 
Wallace’s rink lost 10 - 
17; skip Ron Frayling’s 
rink lost 10 - 19; skip Joy 
Woolford’s link lost 8 - 
29; and on skip Pat 
Holdsworth’s rink they 
lost 4-27. 

The ladies start their 
outdoor season with a 


good win by 15 shots to friendly match away at 
7. With Kay were Gerry Pencoed, and the men 
Lloyd, who had a good play their second friendly 
game at lead, Phil away to Bridgend 
Woosman and Sandra Municipal. 

Collin. NJW 


Cowbridge Darts 
League report 

ON Tuesday, April 15, the champions 
Llanharry stayed unbeaten, winning 7-2 
against the Farmers Arms. 

However, the runners-up, the Edmondes B, only 
narrowly defeated the Edmondes A, 5-4. This result 
made the Edmondes A favourites to take third spot, 
even though the Hare and Hounds defeated the Cross 
Inn 7-2 and the Edmondes C won 6-1 against the 
Star Inn. 

Unfortunately, neither the Edmondes C nor the 
Star Inn could field a full team that evening. This is 
a timely reminder that most teams are usually on the 
lookout for new players. The Old Post Ladies lost 3- 
6 against the Highwayman Inn. 

The league standings with just one set of matches 
remaining are: Llanharry (137 points), Edmondes B 
(115), Edmondes A (79), Edmondes C and Hare and 
Hounds (78), Farmers Arms (72), Cross Inn (71), 
Highwayman Inn (70), Old Post Ladies (37), The 
Star Inn (26). 

On Tuesday, April 29, the league programme 
concludes. The Edmondes B hosts the Old Post 
Ladies, the Farmers Arms hosts the Hare and 
Hounds, the Star Inn hosts the Edmondes A, the 
Edmondes C hosts Llanharry, while the 
Highwayman Inn hosts the Cross Inn. The first 
matches start at 8.30pm and spectators are welcome. 

For further information, e-mail Paul at 
cowbridgedarts@gmail.com, up-to-date information 
can be found on the website: www.darts.apsn.co.uk. 

PJT 


Vis’ setback at hands of Albion 

BARRY Albion edged out VIFC with a 1-0 behind, with headed efforts from Dean Cleave and 
win to put the contenders four points adrift Ni^^y Cox commg closest but still fading to test 
nf ton «nnt Albion s keeper. 

AiiP j * 1 . vu .u • j jv X. 1 j After the final whistle blew, the still title contenders 
Albion dealt with the windy conditions better, played ^e thankful that stand-in ‘keeper Mike King looked 
to tor stents and took *eir chance when It came. strong between the posts and kept Albion from 
Barry s Alessandro netted the winner in a game increasing their lead wi* some fine saves, 
where chances were few and far between^ ^ , Team line-up: M King, J Robinson, T Charles, N 

yiFC, still reehng from last weekend s Cup final ^ox, C Goodwin, J Laing, C Lawrence, A Rogers, D 
defeat, can count ±emselves lucky that they are only cleave, NSelf, P Morgan. Subs: C Joughin, S Lucas. 
four points behind Rhoose after Rovers only managed Another defeat and another game where the Vi’s 
a 1-1 draw at Bairy Rovers. must take positives in a league where they are used to 

The away side can have no complaints after a winning matches with ease. They must be thankful that 
performance lacking urgency and clear chances Rhoose failed to fully capitalise on this slip-up and 
showed the team must adapt when facing closer ready themselves for a comeback next Saturday, 
matched opposition. jbg yjg at home next weekend to face 10th place 

The only consolation that the title contenders can Cardiff Airport, 
take is they were missing several key members of the We’d like to thank the fans who turned up to support 

squad. us on a windy Saturday afternoon. Also, thank you to 

Aaron Rogers did have a couple of early efforts to the continued support from our sponsors: Owen’s 
worry Albion’s ‘keeper and looked to create chances Motor Services, Llandow, Three Horseshoes, St Athan, 


for Phil Morgan and Nathan Self in front of him. 

The Vis almost took the lead as well, starting with 
goalkeeper Mike King’s long ball down the centre. 
Rogers managed to collect and dehver to Morgan just 
yards from the goal line, the striker’s close range effort 
was blocked 

Albion defended well and denied the visitors the 
space that they were so used to exploiting against the 
likes of Penarth and Cadoxton. 

After a relatively quiet first half, Nathan Self saw his 
volley well struck, but sail wide. However, it was the 
resulting goal kick that proved the source of the game¬ 
winning moment. The set piece was sent long and 
headed onwards to Alessandro, who poked the 
bouncing ball past the onrushing King. 

The Vis struggled to create clear chances after going 


Higgsy Site Services Ltd and Cooleasy.co.uk. 
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Lifeguards seek younger members 

THE Rhondda Lifeguard Club based at 
Cold Knap, are looking to recruit more 
younger members for the forthcoming 
summer season. 

Young people between the ages of seven to 16 are most 
welcome to attend, with the only condition being that they 
must be able to swim at least 50m. Training is every 
Thursday night starting at 6pm from their Lifeguard Station 
on Cold Knap Point, by the shpway to Watch Tower Bay. 

They are having an open evening on Thursday, April 
24, with their regular weekly sessions starting on May 
1. Parents are also welcome to attend. 

It has been a busy start to the season for the lifeguard 
club with six members recently qualifying as First 
Responders and four others as trainers/assessors for 
Surf Lifesaving, Wales. 

Membership is not restricted to younger people, with 
activities such as rescue boat training and lifeguard 
assessments covering aU ages. If you are interested, 
please come along to one of our sessions. PR 


Cowbridge 
RFC struggle 
in clash at 
league leader 

LAST Saturday, Cowbridge travelled to 
Blackweir to take on league leaders St 
Joseph’s and lost an exciting game 29-17. 

Cowbridge were the better team for at least 30 
minutes, scoring a good try following a loop move 
by scrum half Tom James to centre Nick Davies and 
then to the enterprising full back Richie Howson, 
before prop Rhys Thomas drove forward. From the 
resulting ruck, James picked up to dart over. 

Thomas had to leave the field with a shoulder 
injury, David Popham replacing him. 

Outside half Alex Jones added the extras and also 
put over a penalty to give Cowbridge a 10-point lead 
after 25 minutes. At 31 minutes in, St Joe’s had their 
prop bundle over for a converted try and just three 
minutes later some missed tackles saw their right 
wing cross the whitewash. 

St Joe’s added a further try from a driving line out. 
Halftime 17-10. 

Three minutes into the second half a long kick 
went dead bringing play all the way back to 
Cowbridge’s 22 and from the scrum, St Joe’s big 
wing crashed through to score an unconverted try. 

But Cowbridge continued to attack with a great 
40-metre run from AJ. 

St Joe’s had their number 8 yellow carded for 
violent play and before he could return, Cowbridge 
scored a great try that started with a strong run from 
flanker Rhod Walker. The ball was recycled and 
then to Popham before flanker Geraint Thomas, 
supporting at pace, went on a superb 30-metre run, 
turning the defence before popping the ball up to 
centre Davies to score a try that AJ converted. From 
a line out St Joe’s got their last converted score. 

Cowbridge spurned penalty opportunities seeking 
a further try. 

Connor Wyatt came on for Walker and then Tom 
Cunnington for Thomas. Another clean break by 
centre Davies in the final minutes, to the supporting 
Howson, then to wing Jamie Picton Tuberville, 
produced a final chance but Jamie’s kick ahead saw 
his opposite number just beat him to the line and the 
game ended 29-17. 

More belief and better defending and the result 
could have been very different. 

By the time this week’s GEM has been published 
Cowbridge will have already played Llantwit Major. 
This Saturday we take on Llandaff at the Athletic 
Field followed by another home game against 
Abercwmboi on Wednesday, April 30 (KO 18.30). 
The final game of the season is away at Tonyrefail 
on Saturday, May 10. 

RV/RK 


MORE SPORT ON PAGES 36 & 37 


Cowbridge under-8s look 
forward to season finale 


ON a pleasant spring 
evening, Cowbridge under- 
8s travelled to sunny 
Porthcawl for their first- 
ever midweek fixture. 

As it was the school holidays 
the squad was depleted in Jackson who 
numbers, but two teams were able barnstorming 


Final score 5-1 to Cowbridge. Rees who charged over the line to 
The second game saw slightly score, 
fewer turnovers being forced by Porthcawl scored just before the 
the visitors, but Cowbridge were final whistle, which meant the final 
able to win 2-0. score was 4-1 to Cowbridge. 

James Lord was instrumental in Team 2 started brightly, 
bothtries,firstfy by setting up Sam demonstrating good tagging, and 
went on a Ben Stephenson sprinted clear to 
n to score, score after Porthcawl had taken the 


to play three matches enabling followed by his own fine lead, 

those who had made the journey to individual try. However, Porthcawl embarked 

have plenty of game time. The solid team work was upon consistent attacking play 

Team 1 put on an imperious maintained throughout the final scoring four unanswered tries 

display, winning all three matches game. leading to a 6-1 victory for the 

with conviction. Joe Arentsen made a useful run home side. 

Sam Jackson opened the scoring from the kickoff and passed to Cowbridge fought back in the 
after Ned Rees quickly capitalised James L who outpaced the defence second game, with Ben scoring 
on a Porthcawl dropped ball. to score. another try and George Edgell also 

A loan Phillips offload saw Joe This was quickly followed by powering through the defence to 

Davies score in the corner the ever present Sam Jackson score, resulting in a narrow 3-2 

followed by Osian Bruce who ran setting up Joe Davies who cut win to Porthcawl. 

wide after picking up a another through to score in the comer. The home side secured a 2-0 

loose ball. The pattern of decisive mnning victory in the third match. 

Porthcawl then scored, but two and offloading continued with Sam The squad now eagerly look 
tries from Osian, including one Sheppard finding Joe D in space forward to their end of season 
from a wonderful weaving mn, put out wide which brought up Joe’s finale - the tour to the London Irish 
the result beyond doubt. hat-trick, and then passing to Ned tournament on April 27. 























